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10 THE 


READER. 


— Reader, 


T is à general and neceſſary en- 
quiry of. the Sons of Men, which 
is mentioned by the Plalmiſt: to 
wit, There . be many chat 
ſay, Who will ſhew us ke which 

is good ? That which is truly profitas 

Ble for ut? Plal. 4. 6. We All need to 

be ſhewn, what is for our Benefit, and 

to be DiveBted therennto; for bag 

Emgty Man would be Wiſe, yet 

Min is Born like a wild Aſſes Tolk « 
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| o the Reader, 

to wit, moſt void of Underſtanding, 
Job 11.12, with Pal. 32.9. Every 
Man is brutiſh by his Knowledge, 
Jer. 10. 14; Aud tha doth Evidently 
appear by their undertakings and purſuits, 
whatever their words and expreſſuons are : 
For generally they are ſeeking after the |. 
World, as their chiefeſt good: Aud 
their Wildome, which u Farthly;: di- 
rects them ſo to do. It commends unte 
them, and Glorifies before them, the 
Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of this 
yain and tranſitory Life, as the moſt | 
profitable 1 and valuable Things which 
can be pu ſued, or procured. by them: 
and therefore excites, and provokes then | 
to Labour only, or chiefly, for this Meat \ 
which periſheth, for theſe Objects Which 
endure not. unto everlaſting Life ; For | 
the things which are ſeen, are Tem- 
„ poral, | 
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To the Reader. 
poral, 2 Cor. 4. 1 8. Hence the Wile 
Man gives thif (aut ion, and Deb ort ation 
tothe, Soi of Men, Labour not to be 
Nich; ;ceale from thine own Wi. 
dome. Wilt chou cauſe thine Eyes 
o ſlee upon that which is not ? For 
; | Richescertainly make, themſelves 
Wings, they fer like an Eagle to- 
ward Heaven, Prov. 3. Ale 
deed, \if me. could bave wk fed 
certam an En; of them, while we are 
bere. continued. in this World; which yet 
we cmot promiſe to Ourſelves, or aſſure 
our ſelves of ; yet without all peradven- 
thre, when we leave this World, we muſt 
leave all the things of it behind us : For 
we brought nothing into this world; 
And it is certain we can carry no- 
: thing out; 1 Tim. 6.7. Be not thos 
Lon when one is made Rich, when the 
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To the. Reader. 


Glory of his Houſe is increaſed: For 
when he Dyeth, he ſhall carry no- 
ching away, his Glory ſhall not de- 
ſcend after him, Pſal. 49. 16, 17, 
20. And Alas! What is our Life* Is 
it not even a Vapour that appeareth for 4 
little time, and then vanifbeth away? * 
Within a few Years or Dayts, we fball yo | 
the way, whence we ſhall nt return, Job | 
16. 22. La, though we hv Live'a | 
Thoufand Years, twice tofd, aud yet have | 
not ſeen, or ſought aſter that which ir trus 
ly, emmently, aud eternatlyGood ! What 
will All then avail us, when we go th the 
Place appointed for all Liviag? 
Will he eſteem thy Riches? No, 
not Gold, nor alt the Foreeb t 
ſtrength, Job 4 6. 8, 9. What is che 
hope of the Hypoente, though he 
hach gained, when God raketh a- 
„ way 
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To the Reader, 
way his Soul? Will God hear his 


cry, when trouble cometh 
him? Jab 27. 8, 9. What is a Man 
Advantaged, ſaith our Lord and Savi- 


nur, if he gain the whole world, and” --; 


loſe him(elf, or be caſt away? Luk. 


9. 24, 25. The World then, and the 


things thereof are not Profitable for all 
things: They are not the good we 


ſhould mainly enquire after, or exerciſe 


our ſel ves to the Artanment of : For they 


| penny he Fn, 1 Joh. 2.15,17. 


Tea indeed, the inordinate Love of the 


World, is Enmity with Gal; and binders 


from ſerving and pleaſmg Him; For no 


Man can [nr two Maſters : for ei- 
ther he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or elſe he will hold to the 
one, and deſpiſe the other. Ve can- 
not ſerve God and mammon, ſaith 
A 4 0¹ 


To the Reader. 
our Lord Jeſus, Jam. 4. 4. with Mar. 
6. 24. 

But now the only wiſe God, and our 
, Saviour ; and therefore alſo the only good 
and gracious God, doth give a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer to that Enquiry of the Many, 
or Multitude before-mentioned, in Plal. 


4. 6. As the Prophet fienifieth, ſaying, | 


He hath ' ſhewed thee, O Man, 
what is good; (what ts truly well- pleas 
ing unto bim, and acietinh profitable, 
CG beneficial for thy ſelf) and what doth 
the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to do juſtly y, and to love mer- 
cy; and to 1 thy (elf in walk» 
ing with thy God ? Aud fo to believe 
in him: For, Without Faith it is im- 
poſſible to walk with, and pleaſe him, 
Mica. 6. 8. with Heb. 11.5, 6. and 
Gen. 5. 22, 24. This is that which God 
dot h 
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doth Require of us, for our Good and Be- 


/ waded. , and prevailed withal, to Believe 


To the Reader. 


nefit. Comp ae Mica. 6. 8, with Deut. | 
10. 12, 13. And ſuitably thereto, the 
Apoſtle Paul, as directed by the & irt of 0 
125 ſpeaks mthe Words, which are the + 
Subjet of the enſuing Diſcourſe, fay* 
g, Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
things, cc. And could Men but be 


this with all their Souls ; How would it 
Metamorphole, and Transform their 
Hearts and Lives, and make t 4 
Diſciples ; not in Name and Profeſſion an 
ly, but in Truth and Reality ! But Alas? 
How many Unbelieving Believers 
are there in the outward Court of the 
( burch; and therefore, how many Un- 
chriſt-like Chriſtians? (Jer. 9. 25, 
26.) How many are there that [tand up 
at, and profeſs to Aſſent, and Conſent to 
the 


To the Reader. 
the Belief, concerning Whom it may be 
ſad, They are Children, in whom 

is no Faith; 4 Deut. 32. 20. 

How many call themſelves The only true 
ns of the Church, while they Actu⸗- 

ally, and openly appear ta be The Chil- 

dren of this World, or Members of a 

Worldly Sanctuary! And ſuch manner 

of N 4a be forward to ſuſpect, That 

they deſign their prejudice, who endeavour 


purſuits aſter theſe low things ; and to ex- 
cite, and quicken them to exerciſe them- 
ſelves unto true Piery and Purity. And 
St. Paul /ap it needful to Aſſure the Be- 
lieving Corinthians, That be intended 
no hurt ty them, when he Exhorted them 
to bave their Converſation without Cares 
fubr]s, and Copetauſneſs : But that he 
endeavoured their certain, and ſtable In- 


tereſt 


to Moderate their Affections unto, and 


its » 0 
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chat Weep (for am worldly Loſs, or Des 


To the Reader. 


tereſt au Advantage : For when he had 
been ſaying, Brethren, the time is | 
hort; It remaineth, that — they 7 


frivgtion) be as though they Wept 
not; and they that Rejoyce (for ay 
preſent Gain or Increaſe) as thoug they 
Rejoyced not; and they that Buy, 
as though they Poſſeſſed not: And 
they that uſe this world, as not abu- 
ling it ; for the Faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away. Bur I would have 
you without Carefulneſs, Sc. He 
ben treſently after, thus Writeth unto 
them: And this I fpeak (at for your 
Diſadvantage, or Detriment, but) for 
your own profit; not that I may caſt 
a Snare upon you, but for that which 
3s Comely: And that you may at- 
tend upon the Lord without diſtrac- 


tion. 


| 
| 
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Tio the Reader. 
tion. Signifying, That the waiting, aud 
at tending upen um; and fo ing Puniſly, 
and Honeſtly in this World," will be- ove * 


. ef rofitable for us, than Wating upon, and 


endeavouring to pleaſe the World, as our 
Lord and Maſter will be, 1 Cor. 7. 29, 
22, 35. 0 then! Taſt, and ſee that 
the Lord is good: Bleſſed is the 
Man that truſteth in him, Pſal. 34. 
8, 10. Aid as it is very uſeful, aud need- 
ful for all Perſons ſeriouſly to confader, that 
Piety is the moſt profitable thing chez 
can praftiſe, and exerciſe themſelves unto: 
So particularly, and eſpecially let Young 
Perſons obſerve; T hat the Apoſtle ex: 
cites Timothy in his Vouth, or younger 
Tears, to the purſuit and practiſe of God- 
lineſs, as may be ſeen m 1 Tim, 4. 7, 
8, 12. That they alſo may embrace, ani 
obey that Counſel giyen to Timothy; awd 
given 


To the Reader. 
given unto bim, T hat be might, in obſer 
| ing it, ſet a good Example before o- 


thers. And St. Paul charges Titus to 
Exhort young men to be Sober. mim : 


ded ; to wit, not to let out their Hearts 
too much unto, or inmoderately ſet their 
AﬀeFtions upon thoſe things which are 


periſhing, and moment auh. Int bnatimg, 


That there is a too great proneſs in them 


| thereto, Tit. 2. 6, 7. But it is good far 
ſuch, who are entrimg into the World, as 
| ſome ſpeak, to nind, T hat Pure, Reli- 
gion, is their grearf, and ſureſt Intereſt; 
and moſt profitable for them, both for 
! this preſent State, and for that which is to 
come, Plal. 34.11, 15. When Solo- 
mon, while he was young and tender, 
had this Liberty given unto him by the 
| Lord, to wit, Ask what I ſhall give 
thee: He then begged for Wildome 


and 


To the Reader. 
and Underſtanding ; ( which is the 


his Choice and Speech did fo pleaſe the 


Heart; That he fulfilled the Re- 
queſt of bis Lip s, and Ga ve him an un- 
ö Heart; ſo that there was 
none like him before him, neither 


him other things, which are higher defiras 
ble; and valuable with young, Perſons. As 
he ar aith, I have alſo given thee that 
ich thou haſt not asked, both 
Riches and Honour, c. And if thou 
wilt walk in my Way 
will lenpthen thy Days 2 King. 3. 
* 14. Lo here young perſons You 
ave an eminent Inſtance ſet before you, 


reſt 


Principal thing, Prov. 4. 6, 7.) and * 
0 Tord, that be had asked an Underſtan 1. 


after him ſhould any ariſe like unto | 
him. And not only ſo, but he alſo gave 


s, then | 


r r 


to aſſure you, thut. it is your bigheſt Inte- 


| To the Reader. 
| reſt toget Wildome, which is the moſt 
| excellent thing : For in ſo dog, all other 
| good and nerdſid things fall be added th 


Hun. Bur you may ſay, Thongh wi fp. 


exerciſe our ſelves to true Wiſdome il 
Piety ; and firſt ſeck after chat: Tet we 
cant affure our | fetves, That He will 
1 with all ned ſul ings, e 
Gott ſo dealing with Solomon. To this 
| I Anſwer, "That Solomon honſdf, 4s 
it were Relating wito Galt s yracious Pral. 
ing with him, doth aſſure us, That in our 
exerciſing oy fel yes td ſincere Piety, we 
hall i recerye therewith, the three ba- 
luable Things promiſed unto bim, by way of 
over-plus, fo far as they are Profitable 
for us: poten be ſaith, By humility, 
| andtheRar of che Eotd, are Riches, 
and Honour, and Life, Prov. 22. 
4. Luk.12.29,31,32. Now there» 


fore, 


To the l Reader \ 


fore, - ſath Wiſdome, hearken unto 
me, Oye Children : For Bleſſed 
are they chat keep my Ways, both 
um, and to all Eternity. Hear Inftrucs 
tion, and be Wiſe, and refuſe it not, 
Prov. 8. 32, 33, 35. with ver. 17, 
18, 21. T ſhall bold thee no longer here, 
but. refer thee to what ſollowath : Aud 
Praying God to Pardon what is Amiſs ; 
and to bleſs and ſucceed what is bis, I de- 


fe to Ayprove my ſelf 


A Well-Willer 
March u. of thine, : and 
1682. | | 
| of all Mens, 


Charles Phelpes. 
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) 1 Tim. 4 8. 

r Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
having — of the life that now 165 

and of that which is to come. 


Heſe words are propounded by the A- 
poſtle Paul as a forcible motive, to 
move and engage Timothy, fo obſerve 

and obey that Exhortarion andConnſth, 

which he had given him in the fore-going verſe, 

namely, Exerciſe thy ſelf unto Godlineſy, ver. 7. 

and to iriforce that Exhortation, He here ſets 

before him this very Powerful and Efficacious 

encouragement, For Godlineſ; is profitable ante 

all things, &c, And though that Exbortation,* 

or Command in ver. 7. was directly i- 

cularly given by the Apoſtle to | 4 

own Son in the Faith; yet it was ſo given uui]ꝶn e e 

him, and was ſo to be obſerved by him, as that 

FE might be a Partern, in the 3 there - 
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of, to the Believers generally : For ſo much 
is ſigniſied in what he preſenily ſubjoyns, to 
wit, in ver, 12. where he thus ſaith, Ter 


no man deſpiſe thy youth; But be thou an ex- 


ample of the Believers in Word, in Converſation, 


Ig: Charity, in Faith, in Spirit, in Purity, 


And ſo it plainly appears, that the Counſell 
and Exbortation given unto Timothy in ver, 7, 
was given to him; that he might in the obſer- 
vance of, and obedience to it, be an Exam- 
ple to the Believers; And that all of us wight, 
in Imitation of him, and other Godly and Ho- 
ly ones, heartily apply our ſelves unto true 
and unfeigned Prety and Religion, which is 
profitable and advantageous to all, that fincerely 
excrciſe themſelves thereto. 

Now in the words themſelves, which we 
have Propounded to Conſidet, and Diſcourſe 
of, we have, as is before obſerved, a Pow- 
erful Motive and Enforcement to perſwade us, 
and prevail. with us, to Exerciſe our ſelves unto 
Godlineſs : And this weighty motrve is, 

1, Propounded to us more Generally, and 
Indiſtinftly : namely, Godlineſs i profitable 
wo, or for, All things. 

2. This wetive is more Particularly and Di- 
ſtinitly, expreſſed and laid down, and the 
Truth of the former part evidenced, in the, 
following words: that is to ſay, Hawng pre- 
muſe of the life that now ii, and of that which ir 

ro 


(3) 


to come. in both which it doth very ma- 
nifeftly appear, and is fully evidenced, that 
Godlineſs is profitable unte all things, both * * 
here and hereafter, now, in this preſent, 
ſhort, and frail ſtate ;, and in that ſuture a 
endleſs ſtate, we mult all of us hereaſter enter 
upon. ; 

1. I fay, we have a Powerful and Cogent 
Aotive, to enforce that Counſel & Exhortation 
in ver. 7, more Generally and IndiſtintHy laid 
down and propounded to us, to wit, Gedli- 
neſs is profitable unto, or for, all things, Now 
in ſpeaking hereto, let us enquite into, and 
Conſider : 

1, The ſubject- matter here treated of, and 
commended to us; and that is, Gedlineſs. 

2. That which is affirmed of it, by way of 
Commendation, and for our encouragement to 
exerciſe our ſelves thereto ; and that is, 7. 
is profitable unte all things. 

1, The Sab ject- matter, here treated of, and 
highly commended tous; and that is Godl:- 
neſs, But what is this Godlineſs, which is ſo 
much commended, and ſo greatly and eter- 
tally profitable ? 

Now to that Enquiry I ſhall give anſwer, 

1. Negatively. 

_— Air mativel k 

1. We ſhall ſpeak unto the fore-mentioned 
-Ehquiry MNegatively; or ſhew what is not 
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(4) 
meant or intended by Godlineſs, which is fo 
much here commended, and ſo greatly profi- 
table: and fo we may ſay, 

1. Worldly Gain, or ſecular advantage is not 


n, nor Gedlineſs . There were ſome 


evil perſons, and Teachers alſo, it may ſeem, 
in the Apoſtles time, that did ſo ſuppoſe: 
and ſn out of a worldly deſign, did make a 
profeſſion of the Faith of our Lord Jeſus, and 
of the Chriſtian Religion: of them St. Paul 
ſpeaks in this Epiſtle to T:imorby, ſaying unto 
him of ſome men, that they were deſtitute of 
the Truth, Sappoſing that gain it Godlineſs : 
from ſuch withdraw thy ſelf, 1 Tim. 6, 5. 
their Appearing Piety, and profeſſion of God- 
lineſs, was a cloak of Covetouſneſs ; and an 
Engine which they made uſe of, to Advance 
themſelves in the World : and when their Pro- 
ſchon of the Chriſtian Religion would not 
conduce, or contribute to their worldly de- 
fign, they would then take their leaves of that, 
and embrace another, which they imagined 
would. And thus, it may juſtly be ſeared, 
it is with too too nzany in our dayes and times 
in which we live: that is the beſt Religion 
with them, the pure Apoſtolick worſhip, 
which tends to Secure them from the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and Afflictions of the Goſpel; and 
which in all likelyhood conduces to their fecu- 
lar Advantage, and Grandeur in the world. 


They 


(5) 
They are too much like the Phariſees in ant 
Sayiours time, who were ſo zealous for the 
Traditions of the Elders ; and ſo ſuperititi- 
ous in obſerving their groundleſs and unneceſ- - - 
ſary Ceremonies, and ſuperfluous impoſitions: 
and under all this, their hearts went after, age 
they hotly purſued their covetouſneſs, Afar, 
15. 1, 9. and ch. 23. And they derided the 
Wiſdom of God, when they heard this Doc- 
trine from him, to wit, N ſervant can ſerve 
two Maſters; 2 either he will bate the one, 
and love the other; or elſe he will bold to the 
one, and deſpiſe the other : ye cannot ſerve God 
and mammon, Luk. 16. 13, 14, 1s. Thus alſo 
ſome of the ei, when they ſaw the mighty 
and ſtupendious works of our Lord Jeſus; and 
rightly concluded from thence, that he that ef- 
fetted ſuch wonderful works, could,if he plea- 
ſed, deliver them from their enemies, how 
Numerous or Potent ſoever they were: and 
that he could make them the Head of the Na- 
tions round about them, and exalt them to 
Glory and Riches in this world: and upon 
this account, they would have come, and t«- 
ken him by force, to makg him their King. And 
when our Lord would by no means comply 
with them, but departed from them: when-the 
People therefore ſaw that Jeſus was not there, 
| They took ſhipping and came to Capernaum, feck- 
jog for Jeſus. How great pains did this 9 
3 tak 


(6) 
take to find Chriſt, and what zeal did they ex- 
preſs in following him! and yet their zeal was 
as faulty as ſeryent; for they ſtill purſueda 
' worldly dehign, under all this appearing love 
to him, and zeal in fecking him: as our Savi- 
— alſo ſignifies in the Reproof, and Counſel 
which he gives unto them; unto whom he 
faith, verily , verily, I ſay wnto you, ye ſeeł me, 
wot bicauſe ye ſaw the miracles; (in which his 
Power and Pity was expreſſed and evidenced 
towards the Children of men ;) But becauſe 
ye did tat of the loaves, and were filled. L 
bour not for the meat which periſbeth, but for 
that meas which endureth unte everlaſting life, 
which the ſon of man will give unte you,” Wc, 
Lo. hero we may ſee it exemplified in thefe 
Jews, That ſome ſuppoſe gain to be Godlineſs : 
Their aim and deſign was worldly and ambiti- 
ous, while they appear to have a fervent af- 
ſection to Chriſt, and an carneſt defire to fol- 
low him: Chriſt was bur the way, whereby 
they hoped to arrive at the end of their purſuit, 
to Wit, worldly Victory, Tranquility, Gran- 
deur, and Domination, Jobs 6. 14, 15, 24, 
26, 27. And how many are there that under 
pretence of Religion purſue Mammon! ſo did 
they which canſed Diviſions and Off ences centra- 
ry to the doctrine of Chriſt : of whom the Apo- 
file ſaith, They that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord 5 
Zeſus, but their own Belly : and by good m—_ 7 
AA 


| (7) 
and fair ſpeeches decerve the hearts of the ſample, 
— om 18. Such alſo were they, = 
cerning whom the Apoſtle thus writes to the 
Philippus, ſaying ; Fer many walk of whom J 
haue told you often, and now tell you even meep- 


ing z that they are the enemies of the Croſs e 


Cbriſ ; whoſe end is deſtruttion, whoſe God is 
their Belly, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, wha 
mind earthly things; (to wit, onely, or 
mainly) Phil. 3. 18, 19. But however 
too too many do ſalſely and miſtakingly ſup» 
poſe ; yet Godlineſs is no worldly deſign, ot 
Artiſice. 0 
2. Nor is Godlineſs, the Bodily exerciſe 
here mentioned by the Apoſtle ; But it is op- 
poſed thereto in this verſe, where he ſaith, Bo- 
dily exerciſe profitteth little but Godlineſs is 
profitable unto all things, &c. But before we 
ſpeak further hereto, it may not be amiſs, bu 
uſeful for us to conſider, that by [_ Bodily exer+ 
ciſe] here, the Apoſtle doth not mean or in- 
tend, a diligent ſervice of God's providence 
in any lawfull and honeſt Calling, Trade, of 
Employment ; nor doth the Apoſtle any where 
ſpeak meanly, or undervaluingly, concern- 
ing diligence in and about the Affairs of this 
life - But this is that which is many times com- 
manded, and commended to us in the holy 
Scriptures. When Adam was in the ſtate of 
lonocency, God put him into the Garden of 4 
a B 4 2 


(3) 
den to dreſs it, and to keep it, Cen. 2. 15, And 
if God thought it uſeful for the Firft man, to 
have ſome Employment then; much rather is 
it both uſeſull and needfull for ur now, when we 
have all ſinned, and ate come ſhort of the glory of 
%; Aud ſo by means of /dleneſs, many times 
perſons fall into temptation, and their ſpiri- 
tual Enemies prevail againſt them, and 17 
them captive at their pleaſure, Exck, 16. 49. 
The Apoſtle, ſpeaking of young Widdows, 
faith, They learn to be tale, wandering from 
houſe to houſe ; and not onely Idle, bat Tatlery 
alſo, and Buſy-bodies, ſpeaking things which 
they ought not: And ſo grove occaſion to the Ad- 
uerſary to ſpeakyeproachfully : And they them- 
felves, or ſome of them turned after Satan. 
#dlemeſs is their firſt evill there mentioned, and 
a fruitful one alſo in them ; and they proceed- 
ed from evill to 'evill; when they did not 
Bear Children, &c. They brought forth the 
Braits of ſen and ſatan, 1 Tim. 5. 13, 15. 
And the fame Apoſtle gives this command to 
the Eelievets, ro withdraw themſelye: from eve- 
ry Brother that walkgth diſorderly, and not af-- 
ter the Tradition, and Example of himſelf, and 
of bis fellow Labourers. ' For ſaith he, ern 
when we were with you, this we commanded you 7 
that if any would not work, neither ſhould he cat; 
for we hear that there are ſome which walk difor< ; 
derly among you, working not at all, but are 
| Buſy- + 


(9). 
Buſy-bodies ', Now them that are ſuch we com- 
mand, and Exhort by our Lord Jeſus, that with 
quierneſs they work, and cat their own Bread. 

But ye, Brethren, be not weary of well doing : 
[Namely, of working with your hands the ub 
that i good, that ye may have to give to him that 
neederl, Epb. 4. 28. Tit. 3. 8, 14.] And of 
any man obey not our word, by this Epiſtlez Wore 
that man, [with a Brand of * hau 
no company with him, that he may be aſhamed, 

&c. 2 Thef. 3. 6,14, 15. And in hisfirſt E- 
piſtle to the ſame Believers, he gives this com- 
mand ; That ye ſtudy to be quiet, and to do your 
own Buſineſi, and to work with your own hands, 
(As we commanded you:) that ye may walk, 
honeſtly towards them that are without j and 
that ye may haus lack of nothing, 1 Theſ. 4,11, 
13. with chap. 2. 9, 10. And he thus writes 
unto Tita, a Miniſter of Chriſt : This 444, 
faithful ſaying ; and theſe things I will that than 
arm conftantly, that they which have believed, 
in God, mig bt be carefull to maintain good works, 
(lawful Employments,) gbeſe chings are good 
and profitable unto men. And let Ours 
learn to maintain good works (or profeſs ho- 
neſt trades) for neceſſary «ſes, (namely, to ſup- 

y their own wants, and provide for them 
thoſe things, which are needfull for the * 
y, to wit, Meat, Drink, Raiment, ce. . 
Aud alſo, that they may (if they can) 2 * 
27 n 
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; 
nifter to the neceffitics of others :) That : 
be not wnfraneful, Tir. 3. 8, 14. By all whi 
it evidently appears, that mens diligent fal. 
lowing them lawfall calling, and Employmenth, f 
to the end they may provide for themſelves, n 
” be uſeful and charitable unto others, is i a 
not the Bodily Exerciſe here ſpoken of, and In 
oppoſed to Godlineſr;, but ſuch diligence in t 
t 
h 
t. 


buſineſs, is called woll- doing, and good-works, 
&c. And is that which we ought to exerciſe 
our felves unto, And it is well worthy our ob- 
ſervation, That when Paul ſaith : ye remember p 
Fvethren, our Labour and Travel ; for L ri 
beuring night and day, becauſe we would not be n 
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unt ff fe 
yen the Goſpel of God, He then immediately. Þ : 
adds; Te are witneſſes, and God \alſo, bow 
Helly, and fuſtly, &c. we behaved aur ſelves 
ann you that believe : ſignifying, that their 
Diligence im their worldly vocation, was not 
oppofire unto, but well confiſtent with, if 
not included in, their holy Tie. Behavi- 
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our among the believers, 1 > &. 20 
And it ſeems our Lord Feſw, the Holy one 
of God, did, before he entred into his Prepbe- 
rick Office, exerciſe himſelf in the Trade of s 
Carpenter hence ſome Fews ſay © 

him, I. not this the Carpenter I Mark 6. 3. 
And it is very probable, that our Lord was 
brought up in the ſame trade, with his - - 
poſe 
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poſed Father. To which I ſhall here add no 


More. 
But the Bodily exerciſe which the Apoſtle 
J fpcaks of, and which he ſpeaks ſo undervales 
ingly of, in the place we are diſcourſing from, 
and which he doth oppoſe to Gedlineſi; doth a 
mean, «bſtinence from things Lawfid, upon 
the command of ſome Teachers; or when 
they forbid us the uſe or enjoyment of Law- 
ful things, upon a Religious account. And 
that this is here meant by Zodily' Exerciſe, ap- 
pears in the fore · going verſes of this Chap- 
ter; for there the Apoſtle faith; Now the ſpi- 
rit ſpeabęth expreſiy, that in the latter times 
\ if fome will depart from the Faith, gruing heed 
to ſeducing Spirits, and Dotirines of Devits : * 
forbidding to marryʒ and eo u te ab- 
ftain from meats, which God bath Created" to 
be received with thanksgiving "uf 'rbedi bd be. 
 Þ lieve and know the Truth. For ever y Chas 
Bf tare of God is £8 and nothing te birefuſed, 
I # be recered with thankegiwwing, For * 5 
Santtified by the word of God, and prayer. 
thou pur the brethren m remembrance of 15 
bings, thou ſhalt br 4 good Miniſter of Fe 
cb, &c. but refaſe profanc a "Old 
e, Fables; And exerciſe thy ſelf ante god 
lineſr; for bodily Exerriſe (about theſe ON 
mA! 


; I Wives Fables) profirers lirrfe - (or, is 
norbing; as a like Phraſe is uſed by the 
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wen when he ſaith, rhe heart of the wicked i; 
little worth; to wit, it js good for nothi 
Prov, 10. 20.) But godlineſs js profitable un- 
to all things, &c. And fo we may ſay, god- 
lineſ is not a ſtrict and Conſciencious Ob- 
ſervance of, or Abſtinence from, indifferent 
and lawful things, at the command of ſuper- 
ſtitious Teachers and guides: or as the Apo- 
file elſe-where ſpegketh, the Kingdom of God 
(or the Chriſtian Religion) 5s not meat and 
drink ; but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, For be that in theſe things 
ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and ap- 
proved of nen. Let us therefore follow after 
the things which make iy Peace, &c. Kom, 
14. 17, 8, 19. To the ſame purpoſe alſo, 
Saint Paul writes to the believing Coloſſians, 
ſaying; wherefore if ye be dead with Chriſt, 
from the rudiments of the world, ny, ae hogs 
living in the world, are ye Subject to Ordi- 
wances #. [Touch not, taſte not, handle not, 
which are all to periſh with the uſing : ] After 
the commandments and ordinances of men; which 
things have indeed 4 ſhew of Wiſdom in Will. 
Worſhip, and Humiluy, &c. They have a 
bew of Piety and Religion, and nothing e 
the. powey thereof in Truth and reality. And 
ſuch as have their Life in obſerving, or Ab- 
«ining from, ſuch Indifferent things, it may 
be ta, They have 4 form of gedlineſi, but 
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the Power thereof, Col. 2. 26, 41, 24. 

— 4 2 Tim, z. 1, 5. Conſciencions Obſer- 

vaxce of, or Ab bimence from, theſe Lawful 

-d Indifferene things, is not the 27 

it & which is bere commended to us, e- 

- ſented to be ſo advantageous and gainful: fe. 

- in Chrift Jeſus, neither Circumciſion auaileth 4. 

4 ny thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 4 new Crea- 

Ae, Gal. 6. 15, 16. 1 Cer. 7. 19. The great 

n © ftreſs of the Phariſees Religion, conſiſted in 

7: unneceſſary, or lighter matters: they made 

- broad their Phylatteries, and enlarged the bor- 


ri ders of their garments, ey were very Zea- 
. tous in —_— and appearing for, the Tra- 
„ ditions of the Elders. They paid Tithe of Mint, 


„, and Anniſe, and Cuammin But in the mean 
7, time, they omitted the weightier matters of rhe 
bf Law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith : and while 
1 they ſtrained at gnats, they ſwallowed Camel, 
„But the heart of theſe men, was far removed 
er from inward and fincere Piety and Purity; For 
bY though they outwardly appeared rightirebus 
unto men, yet within they were full of Hy- 
pocriſy and Iniquity. And againſt them our 
Lord denounced many heavy and ſevere woes, 
Meat. 15. 1, 9, 20. and chap. 23. 4.5, 23, 48. 
And ſo it is too too much in our Times, with 
very many profeſſed Chriſtians of the reſoray- 
ed Religion, ſome are ſo very hot and earneſt 
for the Traditions and Impolitzons of the EA. 


457 
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ders, that they almoſt, or altogether, Equd- 
lize them unto, if not prefer them before, the 


Commandments of the Lord. And ſome o- 


thers are ſo very Superſtitioully zealous a- 
gain them, that they therein make little or 
nothing of diſobedience ro Civil Magiſtrates, 
or Eccleſiaſtical Rulers and Governours ; and 
think their /njunftion mae. Lawful things 
anlawful. But herein, both theſe ſorts do not 
follow, or exerciſe themſelves unto Gol 
nor walk in the ſpirit, and ſteps of the Apo- 


fies of our Lord Jeſat. And particularly, 


they walk not in the ſteps of the Apoſtle 
Paul ; for none was more xcalons then he, 
jo appearing for, and Aﬀerting the weighty 

atters of the Law of Faith, in which the 

ingdom conſiterh, Hence he ſaith concern- 
ing theſe things, do/ now perſwade men, or God ? 
or do 1 ſcek te pleaſe men? for if I yet pleaſed men 
I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt, Gal. 1. 6, 
10, With reh to theſe momentous 
things, he not give place by Subjettion 
in the leaſt, no, not for an hour, that the 
Truth of the Goſpel might continue with the 
believers, Gal. 2. 4, 5. But now, as with 
reſpect wnto indifferent matters, none was 
more indifferent and flexible than he. Hence 
he thus Expreſſeth himſelf 5; Though I be free 
from all men, yet haut I made my f erde 
unte all, that I might gain the more, And an- 
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gain the weak : 1 am made all things te all 


L] alſo amof Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Cor. 10. 32, 33. 


(15) 
to the Jews I became a1 4 Jew, that I might 
£461 the Jews; To them that are wonder the 
Law, as under the Law, that 1 might gain them 
that are wnder the Law. To them that are 
without Law, as without Law, (being not with- 
out Law to God, but under the Law to cui i 
that I nig bi gain them that are without Law. 
To the weak, became I as weak, that I might 


men, that*1 might by all mean; ſave ſome, 
And this I de for the Goſpel's ſake, &c. 1 Cor. 
9. 19, 20, 23, And it is obſervable, that the 
Apoſtle did not At Extraordinarily, in his 
Indiffrrency about theſe indifferent and lighter 
matters; but to ſet others, even us all, an ex: 
ample to follow him. Hence, when he 2. 
gain ſpeaks of theſe Lower and Lawful things, 
he ſaith: Give none offence, neither to the Jews, 
nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God + 
even as [pleaſe all men in all things, nat ſeeks 
ing mine own profit, but the profit of many, 
that they be ſaved, And then Immedi- 
ately he Subjoynes is (he former words this 
Exhortation; Be ye followers of me, even ins 


and chap, 11, 1. 

O Let us not then miſtake this Hedily 
exerriſe for Godlineſs, or think that True 
Picty conſiſts in an obſervance of, or Abs 
ſtinence from, theſe Light and ä — 
tamgs; 


* 
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things; for neither the one, nor the other, 
imply conſidered, will avail us any thing: 
(though ſtill it is good and well-pleaſing to 
God, to ſubmit our ſelves to them that 
have the rule over us, in Lawful things; and 
to Follow Peace, fo far as is confiltent with 
Holineſs and Charity, Heb. 13. 17. and 
Chap. 12. 14. Rom, 14.) we may ſay of theſe 
Indifferent things, as the Apoſtle doth of meats ; 
But meat Commendeth ut not to God; for nei- 
ther if we ca, are we the better ; neither if 
we cat not, are we the worſe. But take we 
beed, leſt by any means this liberty of ours, be- 
come 4 ſiumbling-block, to them that are weak, 
1 Cor, 8. 8, 9. Godlineſs is generally profi- 
table; but theſe Indifferencies, imply conſide- 
red, profit little, or nothing. O then, con- 
ſider and receive that Counſel given to the 
believing Hebrew; to wit, be nor carried 4- 
bout with divers and ſtrange Doftrines : for it 
is 4 good thing, that the heart be eſtabliſhed 
with Grace, not with Meats, which have not 
profited them that have been Occupied therein, 
Heb. 1 3. 7, 9. But no more to that particular. 
3. Nor is the Godlizeſ; here mentioned and 
Commended, the worſhip of God onely, in 4 
ſtrict and reſtrained ſenſe ;, or that Religious 
ſervice which doth directly and immediately 
oppertain unto the only living and true God, 
only. Indeed, ſometimes the word Goalinefs 
is 
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ts to be taken in that narrow and limited ſenſe, 
when it is ſpoken of diſtinctly: As when it 
is diſtinguiſhed from Honeſty : as it is by the 
Apoſtle where he faith, That we may lead 
# quiet and peaceable life in all Godlineſs, 


and Honeſty, 1 Tim. 2. 2.. And elſe- where 9 


it is diſtinguiſhed from other divine graces 
and yertues: ſo this Apoſtle thus Exharts 
Timothy, fellow after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, 
Faith, Love, Patience, Meckneſs, 1 Tim. 6. 
11, And ſo he doth diſtinguiſh Godly, from 
Righteouſly, and Soberly, Tit. 2. 11. 12. 
And to the ſame purpoſe the Apoſtle Peter 
mentions Godlinc ſa, — way of diſtinction 
from other fruits of the ſpirit; where he thus 
Exhorts the believers, ſaying: Adds to your / 
faith, vertue ; and to vertue, knowledge ;, and 
ro knowledge, Temperance ; and to Temiperance 
Patience; and to Patience, Godlineſ; ; and to 
Godlineſs, brotherly kindneſi ; and 10 brotherly 
kindneſs, Charity; 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 7. As 
Godlineſs is not either, or both. of the fore- 
mentioned particulars, to wit, ſecular advan- 
rage, or bodily exerciſe, at all: ſo neither is 
it onely the Divine Worſhip of God, which 
immediately and only relates unto him, in 
a narrow and diſtrict ſenſe and conſidera- 

tion. 
2, But Affirmatively we may ſay, Godlineſs 
in this place, being mentioned alone, is to be 
C taken 
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taken in a very large, and Extenſive ſenſe £ 
even as Faith, which though ſometimes it be 

diſtinguiſhed from other fruits of the ſpirit, 
and ſo is to be taken more narrowly, 1 Cor, 
13. 2, 13. Gal. 5. 22, 23. Yet elſe- where 
t is to be underſtood more Comprehenſive- 
ly, Fob. 3. 15, 16, And Chap. 6. 29. A. 
16. 31. And the ſame we might Apply to 
Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Love, Repentance, &c. 
So I ſay here, we are to underſtand by 
Godlineſs, the whole Duty of man; toward 
God, toward his neighbour, and toward 
himſelf, as, Tit. 2. 11, 12. Thus when 
the Pſalmiſt ſaith, know that the Lord bath 
ſet apart him that is Godly for himſelf, Pſal, 
4+ 4. He means by the Godly man there, 
not ſtrictly ſuch an one as worſhips the true 
God ; but the perſon that doth Univerſally, 
and fincerely keep Gods Commandments, 
And thus the Godly are oppoſed to the un- 
righteous, by Saint Peter, when the wnrighte- 
on mean ſuch perſons as ſin, not againſt God 
directly or only, but againſt themſelves alſo, 
and their neighbours, or brethren; as is evi- 
dently ſignified in his words, to wit; The 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the Godly out of 
Temptation, and to reſerve the unjuſt to the day 
of Judgment to be puniſhed. But chiefly them 
that walk after the fleſh, in the luſt of unc lean- 
neſs, and deſpiſe government : preſumptuous — 
ney, 
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they, ſelf-willed, they are not afraid to ſpeak 
evil of dignities, 2 Pet. 2. 8. 10. And thus al- 
ſo the whole Converſation that becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt is called, « living Godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim, 3, 12. And that 
kindneſs, which ought to be ſhewed to Re- 
Ef lations, or to Parents, is called Godlineſs, 
by Saint Paul, where he ſaith; Let them learn 
to ſhew Piety at home, and to requite their Pa- 
rent,; for that is good and acceptable before 
.d, 1 Tim. 5. 4. And kindneſs and Courteſ 
| Bf toward brethren, is to this purpoſe expre 
| If alſo by Saint John, as it is read in our Tran- 
? Bf Cation, where it is ſaid, whom if thou brin 
Bf forward on the journey after 4 godly ſort, 
„ben ſhalt do well, 3. Joh. 5.6. And fo, on 
che other hand, they are called awngodly per- 
» BY ſons, who turn the grace of our God inte Laf- 
. I civiouſneſs, in a general conſideration, Jud. 4. 
- & 2Petr. 2. 5, 6. And very frequently in the 
bock of the Pſalmes, where in the Tranſlati- 
on after the Hebrew we read, wicked; the 
„ Septuagint read wngodly ; and ſo doth our 
- & Vulgar Tranſlation : as we by obſervation 
may ce. And thus as I have ſaid, Gedli- 
f i} xeſs is to be accepted in this place, in ſuch 
aun Extenſive and Comprehenſive conliderati- 
on. And fo taking it, and looking upon it, 
- we may ſay, 
1, That by Go/lineſs here we are to un- 
C 2 derſtand, 
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decſtand, the Chriſtian Faith, or the Articles 
thereof, which are to be believed by us; 
and the unfeigned belief thereof; which this 
Apoſtle calls, the my#tery of godlineſs, with 
he ſaith 5 without Controverſy, or C onfe fſpaly, 
great 4: the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God was . 
nifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen of 
Angels, Preached unto the Gentiles, believed on 
in the world, received up into Glory, 1 Tim. 3. 
16, And of which Truth, or myſtery, be 
Church of the living God it the ground ant 
Pillar, v. 15. And fo this myſtery of Gods 
lincſs contains in it, the incarnation, abaſe- 
ment, ſufferings, death, Reſurrection, AC 
cenſion, and Exaltation of the Son of God, 
and all the Truths of the Goſpel, which are 
therein Preached to us, to the end they may 
be unſeignedly and heartily embraced, and 
entertained by us; and which myſtery is cal- 
led the Goſpel. Thus when the Apoftle ſaith 
to the Corinthians, I declare unte you the Goſ- 
pel, which I Preached unto you, which alſo ye 
have received, &c He then more Particu- 
larly acquaints them with, and re-minds them 
of, the Goſpel, which he had formerly Pro- 
claimed unto them, ſaying; For 1 delivered 
unte you ur ſt of all, that which I alſo recetv- 
ed; bow that Chriſt died for our ſims, according 
to the Scriptures ; and that be was buried ; 


and that be Yoſt ag at the third day, accer- 
ding 


{ame Apoſtle declaring to the believing Epheſi- 
1 C3 
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ding te, the Scriptures : and that he was ſeen 
of Cephas, then of the Twelve, &c. 1 Cor. 
15. 1, 4, 8. And fo this Doctrine of God- 
lincſs is called, The word of Faith, which 
the Apoſtles have Preached and delivered, 
Row, 10. 8. 10, 15, 17, And the Faiths 
the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. And the Faith of 
our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, of Glory, Jam. 2. J. 
And the Faith which was ence delivered to the 
Saints, Jude 3. 4. To which 1 ſhall not here 
particularly ſpeak. 

2. And by Goedlineſ; here we are alſoto 
underſtand, the Chriſtian life and practice, 
which is Taught us by the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
as it is now Preached unto us according to 
the Revelation of the Myſtery. Hence the 
Goſpel of Chriſt is called, the Doctrine ac- 
cordeng to Godlineſs;, becauſe it doth teach vs 
to ſerve God acceptably, with Reverence 
and Godly fear; to ſerve him without fear, 
in bolineſs and. Righteouſneſs before him, all 
the days of our. life, 1 Tim. 6. 3. Heb. 12. 
28, As the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, the grace of 
God, which bringeth Salvation unto all men, 
bath appeared : teaching us, that. denying an- 
1497 and worldly luſts, we ſhould libe So- 

erly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this ay te: 
werld, (in this poſture) looking for the bleſ- 
[eg hope, &c. Tit. 2. 11,12, 13. And the 
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' 


1 


(220 


#ii the ſad miſcatriage of theGentiles,that knew 


not God; And how they walked in the vanity * 


of their mindes ; he then ſaith unto them: But 
ye have not ſo learned Chriſt:if ſo be that ye have 
heard him, and been taught by him as the truth is in 


oe that ye put off, concerning the former con- 


verſation, the old man, which it corrupt accor- 
ding to the deceitful laſts, © And be renewed 
in the ſpirit of your mind. And that ye put 
on the New- Man, which after God i; Crea- 
ted in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of Truth, 
To give us to underſtand, that the word of 
the Truth of the Goſpel of Chriſt doth Teach 
us, to be pure in heart, and Pious in all man- 
ner of Demeanour and converſation; for which 
cauſe alſo it is called, the Truth which is af- 
ter Godlineſs, Eph. 4. 20, 24. With Tit. 
7. 1, It gives unto us more perfect, Eaſy, 
and exccllent commands and rules,then theLaw 
doth ; however as to the cleamneſs of them. It 
ſets before us more excellent and forcible Mo- 
tives and Arguments, on the right hand, and 
on the left; ro Enforce our Duty. It propounds 
to us the moſt excellent example of Jeſus 
the Son of God; That we might follow his ſteps, 
and walk as he hath walked, And alſo with it, 
are afforded more abundant -and powerfol 
aſſi!tances, of the grace and ſpirit of God, 
to work in us both to will, and to do of 
god pleaſure : That we might do all thm 
wu 
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without Murmuring, and diſputings; that ſo 
we might be blameleſs and harmleſs. And 
therefore, as our bleſſed Saviewr ſaith, except 
your Righteouſneſy ſhall exceed the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, (which were 
the moſt ſtrait ſet of the Jews Religion, 
| Act. 26. 5.) Te ſhall in no Caſe enter into the 
King dome of Heaven, Mat. 5. 19, 20, 47» 48. 

To whom much is given, of them much will be 
required, Luk. 12. 47, 48. And we therefore, 
being preferred above the Feu, ought to ex- 
ceed them in all Godlineſs and Goodneſs, 

1 Pet. 1. 10, 12, 13, 18, What manner of 
perſons ought we to be in all holy converſation 
and Godlineſs Be we then diligent that 
we may be found of him in Peace, withong 
Spot and Blameleſs, 1 Pet. 2. 9, 10, 12. 

2 Pet. 3. 12. 14. And ſo in a few words, 
the Godlineſs here commended to us doth 
contain in it, An bearty, unfergned, and e 

rative belief of the Goſpel ; and a life & Prattice 
ſuitable thereunto, to wit, in ſincere Holineſs, 
Righteouſneſs, and Sobricty, Rom. 6. 17, 18, 
21. And thus, according to my weakneſs, I 
have briefly ſhewn what is here meant by 
Godlineſs. 

2, Conſider we in the next place, what is 
here Armed of Godlineſs, by way of its Com- 
mendatzons; And for our encouragement to 
excrcile our ſelves thereto; And that is, /t is 

. C4 profitable 
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profitable for, or unto, allthings. It is that which 
is of greateſt and moſt general advantage to 


them that exerciſe themſelves heartily unto it. * 


But, before we ſpeak any further thereto, 
we may obſerve ; that the Apoſtle here, doth 


not declare unto us, the whole excellency of 


the Chriſtian Faith and Life; or give unto us 
a Compleat Commendation of it; for it is plea- 
ſant, ſweet, and gratcſulalſo ; it is as delig be- 
ful as Gainful; as pleaſurable as profitable ;; 
as it is ſaid of Wiſdome, to wit, of Sincere Pi- 
ety, her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
ber paths are peace, Prov. 3. 13, 17. Great 
peace have they that Love thy Law And no- 
thing ſhall offend them, Pſal. 119. 165. Be- 
lieving in Chriſt (with Faith unfeigned) they 
rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, and full of glo- 
ry, 1 Pet. 1, 6, 8. And ſuch as uprightly 
exerciſe themſelves to the Faith, and fear of 
the Lord, may ſay with the Apoſtle, our re- 
jeycing, our glorying, in this, the Teſtimony of 
our Conſcience, that in ſunplicity, and godly ſin- 
cerity, not with fle ſhiy Wiſdom, but by the grace 
of God, we have had our Converſation in the 
World, &c. 2 Cor. 1. 12. And this is that 
Etfic icious Motive and Argument, which our 
Lord Jeſus ſets before us, to perſwade and 
prevail with us, to take hrs yoke upon vs, and 
ſeriouſly undertake his ſervice ; nomely, ſaith 
he, n yoke is eaſy, ſweet, gracicat; and my 
burden is light, Mat, 11. 29, 30. As 
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As alſo, the applying our hearts and lives 
A co the power of Godlineſs, is the molt advay. 
cing, noble, and honourable exerciſe we can 
ingage our ſelves in: To you that believe, be 
is an honour, 1 Pet. 2, 6, 7. And when the 
Wiſe-man Commends Wiſdome, and Exhorts 
and excites us to the diligent purſuit of it, 
ſaying, Wiſdom is the principal thing, get Wiſ- 

dom, and with all thy gettings get underſtand. 
he then propounds this motive and inforce- 
" Ement,exalt her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee; ſhe ſhall 
bring thee to honour, when thou doſt embrace ber. 
' She ſhall give to thine head an Ornament of 
Grace, aCrown of glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee, 
Hear, O my Son, and receive my ſayings, 
&c. Prov. 4. 7, 8, 10. The reward of bu- 
ality, and of the fear of the Lord, 11 honour ; 
ven that alſo which is excellent and durable, 
Prov. 22. 4. 1 Sam, 2. 30. And if the de- 
re of honour and glory, have any Influence 
pon us, let us exerciſe our ſelves unto that 
Religion which is pure, and unde filed before 
od and the Father. We may Lawfully, and 
audably, be Ambitious of that Honour, 
hich is united with, and Entaild upon, 
divine vertue and goodneſs : and in following 
after godlineſs, we ſhall thereby attain unto 
rue and abiding honour. For God will give 
glory, Honour, and Peace, unto every man that 
orkerh good, Rom. 2. 7, 16, Iſa. 4 3. 4. 2 Cor, 
3.9. Rom. 2, 28, 29. But 
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But though G odlineſs be, as we have briefly 
ſhewed, both Pleaſurable, and Honourable ; 
yet in this place the Apoſtle aſſerts, the gene. 
ral Profuableneſs of it, to induce us to the 
hearty exerciſe of it. And gain and advan- 
tage is that which is Generally defirable, and 
greatly Valuable; and which excites and en- 
courages men, to take much paines, to run 
many hazards, to endure much hardſhip, and 
encounter with many difficulties and dangers. 
What makes ſo many perſons take ſuch 
long and tedious Journeys, and Voyages ; 
ride through thick and thin ; expoſe them- 
ſelves to the cold, and other inconveniences, 
but the hope and expectation of Profit ? In 
all labour there 14 profit, eyed, deſigned, and 
purſued, Prov. 14. 23. And if men riſe up 
early, and fit down late, and eat the bread of 
careſulneſs, for ſecular gain and advantage ; 
much rather ſhould we ſo mind, the 
great and excellent gain of true Picty, asto 
- Apply our ſelves thereto, with all our might 

and main; and endure any hardſhips in that 

application, that we may be made partakers 
thereof; as the Apoſtle and his fellow-Labou- 
refs did; as he ſignifies to us, in the next 
verſe but one to this, we are diſcourſing of, 
ſaying z; Therefore (becauſe Godlineſs is ſo ge 
nerally and greatly gainful ) we both labour, 
and ſuffer reproach, 1 Tim. 4. 8, 10, And in 
eb. our 
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our working, and continued abounding in the 
work of the Lord, our labowr ſhall not be in 
vin in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. But tothis _ 
I ſhall enlarge no further at preſent; becauſe *© 
there will be apt occaſion, to ſpeak more 
particularly hereto, in the following part of » 
the words; in which the Apoſtle doth more 
diſtinctly evidence the Truth, of what he 
more indiſtinctly propounds, in the former 
part, ſaying, having promiſe of the life that 
now it, and of that which it to come, 

But now from this Motive, as thus general 
ly propounded, to move and provoke ns to 
exerciſe our ſelves to true Piety; we may in- 
fer ſeveral things, which may be uſeful ſor 
us: As, 

1. Seeing this is propounded by the Apofle, 
to perſwade us to follow Godlineſs, That it is 
Profitable unto all things; then we may from 
hence learn, that it is no mercenary or baſe 
thing ; but what is well pleaſmg unto God; 
That we ſhould ſo mind and conſider the pain 
and Profit of Godlineſs, that we may exerciſe 
our ſelves to the Myſtery and Prattice of it. 
Indeed, when we follow Religion, for the 
advantage, promotion and Grandeur of this 
World, only; or Principally ; then we may 
truly be ſaid to be mercenary, and ſhall no 
longer 2 to be Religious, then as thet 
may conduce unto o fecular intereſt, and. 
Ambitious 
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Ambitious defigns, as before we have ſaid, 
and as the devil falſly and maliciouſly ſuggelt- 
ed concerning Job, Chap. 1. 9, 11. But we 
may ſo conſider the Real and Eternal gain of 
truePiety ,as to quicken, Excite, and perpetuate 
our endeavours and Purſuit after pure Reli- 
ligion, and yet not at all be mercenary,in an un- 
worthy ſenſe, orReprovable conſiderstion. And, 
that we may Lawfully and allowably, have an 
eye and reſpect, to the advantage and gain of 
true Piety, to engage us to exerciſe our ſelves, 
to the ſerious and conſtant Practice of it 
doth appear. 

I. Becauſe God's people, when they have neg- 
lected their Duty, have been juſtly reproved 
for not believing, that Religion, was their 
greateſt and true Intereſt; or for not purſu- 
ing advantageous things : Elibu ſomewhat ſe- 
verely reproves Fob, ſaying, Thinkeſt thou this 
te be right 7 For thou haſt ſaid, what ad- 
vantage will it be unto thee, and what profit 
ſhall I have, if I be cleanſed from my ſin? 
whereas, as he afterwards adds, Though we 
give nothing to God if we be righteous ; 2 
our Righteouſneſs will p profit the Son © 
Job. 36. 2, 3, 7, 8. And the Lord :mſelf 
doth fault and reprove the Prieſt's, and Paſ- 
tors, becauſe they walked after things that did 
not profit them, And he thus expoſtulates with 
his people : Hath a Nation changed their oy 
which 
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which yet are no God's? But my people have 
changed their glory, (their God,) for that 
which doth not profit f Be aſtoniſhed, O ye He- 
vent, at this, and be borribly afraid, &c. Yer. 
2. 8, 11, 12, 13. 

2. That to excite us to purſue undefiled Re- 
ligion, we may have an eye at its reward, is 
further evident, and evidenced; in that God, 
in his promiſes, doth ſet the gain of it before 
us, to make us truly Pious: and if this beto 
be mercenary, to have a reſpect to the recom- 

ce of the reward, God makes men ſo, 

y his aſſurances and encouragements. Thus 
he ſaith unto Abram, the Father of the faith- 
ful : fear not, I am thine exceeding great 
reward, Gen. 15. 1. My Sen, ſaith the holy 
Spirit, Be thou in the fear of the Lord all the 
day long : for ſurely there is a reward, and thine 
expettation ſhall not be cut off. Hear thou, my 
Son, and be wiſe; and guide thine beart in 
the way, Prov. 23. 17. 18. Touch not the un- 
clean thing; and I will receive = and ] will 
be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons, 
and daughters, ſauh the Lord Almighty. Ha- 
ving therefore theſe promiſes, Dearly beloved, let 


us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh 


and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God, 
2 Cor. G. 14, 18. wich chap. 7. 1, Rev, 22. 


12, 14. 
. The truth of the former doth further 


appear, 
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appear, and is manifeſted herein; in 
that the moſt eminently holy ones, who 
ſurely were not mercenary, did undertake 
and purſue their pious work, with a reſpect 
unto the gracious reward of it; as to mention 
in a very tew particulars. It is ſaid of Moſes, 
that eminent ſervant of the Lord, that by faith 
when be was come to years, he refuſed to be cal- 
led the fon of Pharaoh's daughter ;, chuſing ra- 
ther to ſuffer affiittion with the People of God, 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon, E- 
— the reproach of Chriſt, greater riches 
ben the treaſures in Egypt. But what made 
him thus comparat:vely deſpiſe, and ſet light 
by the excellencies of this world, the Honour, 
Pleaſures, and Treaſures thereof; and un- 
dergo the difficulties and grievous things 
thereof? The Apoſtle doth preſently acquaint 
us with the true reaſon thereof, ſaying, For he 
hed reſpect unto the recompence of the reward, 
which reward was not the Land of Canaan; 
for he never centred thereinto : But (princi- 
pally however) that Inheritance incorruptible, 
and undeſiled, and which fadeth not away, 
Heb. 11. 24, 26. The Apoſtle Paul alſo was 
very eminent & exemplary for Holineſs, and 
diligence in the work of the Lord; and did out- 
run his Brethren therein ; and yet, that which 
made him ſo fervent in ſpirit,ſerving the Lord; 
was the Prize which was ſet before him: 
now, 
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new, ſaith he, They do it to obtain 4 cor- 
ruptible Crown, bus we, (Run the ſpiritual 
Race to obtain) a incorruprible, I therefore 
J ſo run, not as uncertainly : I keep under 
my body, and bring it into ſubjettion ;, leaſt that 
means, when I have preached to others, I 
my ſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away; Namely, leſt 
he ſhould loſe, or fall ſhort of the reward of 
the Incerruptible Crown, 1 Cor. 9, 18, 25, 27. 
And again he faith ; Brethren, I count not my 
ſelf to have apprehended ;, but this one thing 1 
de, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, 
and. reaching forth to thoſe things which are 
before; I preſs toward the Mark, for the 
prize of the bigh calling of God in Chriſt 
feſws. And this his exerciſe was ſo lauda- 


ble, and imitable, that he exhorrs the be- 


lievers preſently after, to follow his exam- 
ple herein, ſaying unto them; Brethren, be 


followers together of me, and mark them whith 


walk, fo, as ye bave us for anenſample, Phil, 
3. 13, 14, 17. 

Yea, a greater than he, and one that was 
above All, ro wit, our Lord Jeſus, the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, comforted and encou- 
raged himſelf, in the conſideration of the re- 
compence he ſhould receive; and therefore 
Patiently and Perſeveringly endured Temp- 
tation, and continued in well-doing, ; and 
ſurely, He was not Mercenary; or if He 
was, 
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was, we may well be ſo alſo. The P#o- 
t ſpeaking in his Perſon, ſaith, 7 have la. 
oured in wain, and ſpent my ſtrength for 
nought, and in vain ; yet ſurely my judg mem 
it with rhe Lord, and my work, or reward, with 
God, I ſhall be glorious in the eyes of 
the Lord; and my God ſhall be ay ſtrength, Iſa, 
49. 4, 5- And the Apoſtle thus Exhorteth, 
and ſpeaketh unto the believers, ſaying, /ook- 
ing unto Jeſus, the Author and Fimſher of the 
Faith, who for the joy ſet before him endured 
the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, &c, Heb. 12. 1; 
2, 3. Joh. 17. 4, 5. 

4. That we may Lawfully have reſpet 
unto the gain of godlineſs, in exerciſing our 
ſelves unto the fincere practice thereof, may 
further appear, by thoſe Merapborical or bor- 
rowed expreſſions, made uſe of in the Holy 
Scriptures; in which our Practice of Piety is 
"deſcribed, and declared to us. So it is many 
times called Laboxr, and work, to wit, that 
of a ſervant : now, doth not the recompence 
he Mall receive encourage a ſervant to la- 
bour? and may not he Lawſully expect it; 
and long for it? Mat. 20. 1. 14. And, to 
them who by patient continuance in well doing 
ſeek_for Glory, and Honour, and immortality, 
he will render eternal life, Rom. 2. 7. F Cor, 
15, 58. Rev. 14. 13. Sometimes it is called 
running, at in a face and who ſo runs, but 
in 
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in hope to receive the Prize? and the Apoſtle 
thus Counſels, or Commands, the believers, 
ſorun, that ye may obtain, 1 Cor. 9. 24. Some- 
times it is called and compared to Flowing, 
Sowing, &c, And who will employ them- 
ſelves therein, but in hope and expectation 
of an Harveſt? as the Apoſtle ſaith, that be 
that ploweth ſhould plow in Hope; and be that 
Threſheth in hope, ſhould be partakgr of bis 
Hope, 1 Cor. 9. 10. Jam. 5.7. And, whazſo- 
ever a man ſoweth, that alſo ſhall he reap.-—- He 
that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap 
life everlaſting, Gal. 6. 7. 8. And they that 
ſow to themſelves in righteouſneſs, may Lawful- 
ly expect to reap in mercy, Hol. 10, 12, Some- 
times it is compared to a Warfare; and who 
goeth a warfare at any time at bis own charges ? 
1 Cor, 9. 7. And a Crown is propoſed to the 
ſeven Churches in Aſia, . to Animate them, 
that they may overcome; and it is aſſured to 
every one that doth. over-come, Kev, 2. and 
chap. 3. And the Apoſile thus Exhorts. Ti 
mothy ; Kehr the good U. of Faith, lay bold 
on Eternal Life, 1 Tim. 6. 12. 14. 
5. They that ſay, a man may not fron 
the expectation of a reward exerciſe himſelt 
to rightcouſneſs, and all goodneſs, or. if he 
doth, he is mercenary therein; do make void 
Faith, in ſome acts of it, and Hope wholly; 
for Hope is a well- grounded deſite and ex- 
D peftation. 
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pectation, of ſome abſent, or future good: 
Hope that is ſeen is not hope, for what 4 man 
ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for ? Rom. 8. 23, 
25. And Hope is very efficacious and opera- 

„ tive, to engage us to perform our duty; 
Lord, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 1 have hoped for thy 
Salvation, and done thy commandments, Pal. 
119. 166. Every man that hath this hope in 
Chriſt, [that when he ſhall appear, he ſhall be 
like him] purifiech himſelf even as bets pure; 
1. Joh. 3. 2, 3. This is alſo an Anchor of the 
ſoul, to preſerve it from ſhip-wrack, in the 
midſt of the proud waves, billows, and 
ſtorms of the Sea of this troubleſome and 
Tempeſtuous world, Heb. 6. 18, 19. And 
Faith is the ground of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not ſeen : For if men do 
not believe that there is a reward for the righ- 
teous; and that God is faithful to give it to 
them, and beſtow it upon them, in due ſea- 
ſon ; why then ſhould they hope, or expect 
any? Rom, F. 1, 2. and ch. 15. 13. 

6. Yea, that we not only may. but oxgh: 
to minde the recompence of the reward, that 
we may ſincerely and ftedfaftly exerciſe our 
felves unto what is good. and well - pleaſing unto 
God; doth plainly appear from what the 4- 
poſile ſpeaks to the believing Hebrews, fay- 
ing; bat wil bout faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 

God : for he that cometh to God muſt belirve = 
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be is 4 rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him, Heb. 11. 5. 6. As alſo the Truth here- 
of doth further appear, in thoſe Commands 

which the Apoſtles have given by the Lord le- 
ſus, to the believers: As, ſorun,that ye may ab- 
tain, 1 Cor. 9. 24. Let us not be weary in well 
doing, for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we 
faint not, As we have therefore opportunity, 

| let us do good unto all men, &c, Gal. 6. g. 10. 
| And when the Apoſile had been ſaying, as be- 

| fore we took notice, / preſs toward the mark, 

for the prize of the high calling of God m Chriſt 
| Jeſus; He then immediately ad*es thereto, 
| let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be rhas 
| minded, &c. To wit, as he -himfelf was, 

p Phil. 3. 14. 15. 1 Tim. 6, 12. 

0 7. Andlailly, as to this; a reward is par- 

0 ticularly propounded to us, and needſul to be 

0 reſpected, and expected by us, to make us 

5 willing to perform thoſe Tasks of Chriſt, 

4 which appear to be very difficult, charge- 

able, and unpleaſant to us: as ro ſay, that we 
be may patiently and chearfully rake up the Croſs 
at of Chriſt, and endure afflict ion as good Seul- 
ur diers of his, for the Word, and way of truth; 


to it is doubtleſs very requiſite and needful to 
4 bhave ſuch reſpect unto the Crown of Glory, 
y- as that none of the things we ſuffer niay move 


ſe us: and therefore that is propoſed to us, to 
firengthen us to ſuffer adverſity and pei ſecu- 
D 2 tion. 
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tion, Bleſſed are ye, faith our Saviour, when 
men ſhall hate e; and when they ſhall ſepa- 
rate you from their company; and ſhall reproach 
ven; and caſt out your name 4s evil, for the Son 
of man's ſake ; rejoyce ye in that day, and leap 
for Joy; for behold, (mind and confider this 
ſeriouſly & attentively, your reward is great in 
heaven, Luk. 6.22,23 Mat.s. 10, 12. For which 
thing : ſake we faint not, ſaith the Apoſtle:—for our 
light affliftion, which is but for a moment, work- 
eth for us a ſar more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory : while we look, not at the things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen : 
for the things w' ich are not ſeen are eter- 
nal, 2 Cor, 4. 16,17, 18. and chap.'$. 1.9. And 
the Apoſtle Peter thus admoniſhes and en- 
courages the believers, to partake of the af- 
flictions of the Goſpel; think it not ftrange con- 
cerning the fiery Tryal, as if ſome ſtrange 
thing happened unto on; but rejoyce, in as much 
4 he are partakers of Chriſts Sufferings ; that 
when his glory ſhall be revealed.ye alſo may be glad 
with exceeding joy, 1 Pet. 4. 12, 13. It isa 
faithful ſaying ;, for if we be dead with him, we 
ſhall alſi live with him. If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo 
reign with him. f thiſe things put them 
(namely, the believers , in Remembrance: in- 
timating ; that the believing remembranct here- 
of is very proper, and profitable ſor them, to 
ſtrengthen them to all paticnce and long-ſuf- 
cring 
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fering with joyfulneſs, in all their Tribulati- 
ons, 2 Tim. 2. 11, 14. 2 Cor. 1. 7, 

Again, that we may chearfully and liberal- 
ly, according to our ſeveral abilities, give te 
the poor; and exerciſe our ſelves in works of 
mercy and charity, in adminiſtring to the ne- 
ceſſities of ſueh, as are needy and indigent ; it 
is needful and requiſite for us to conſider the 
reward ſet before us to excite us thereto; o- 
therwiſe we ſhall be back-ward to undertake, 
or continue in, this good work, And there- 
fore oftentimes, the future advantage of this 
pious work is propoſed, that we might be for- 
ward thereto, Thus our Lord ſaith to the 
young-man whom he loved; if thou wilt be 
perfett, go and ſell that thou haſt, and give to 
the poor; and thou ſhalt have treaſure in hbea- 
ven, Mat. 19.21, And to the ſame purpoſe 
our Saviour ſpeaks unto his Diſciples alſo, 
ſaying ; ſell that ye have, and give Almes, pro- 
vide your ſelves bags which wax not old, 4 
Treaſure in the heavens that faileth not, 
where no Thief approacheth, nor Moth. corrup- 
teth, Luk. 12. 33, 34. And to the end the 
Apoſtle Paul might provoke the Corinthians 
to a liberal diſtribution toward their poor and 
neceſſitous brethren, he thus writes unto them, 
be that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly : 
and he that ſoweth bountsfully, ſhall reap boun- 
tifully, 2 Cor. 9. 6, 9. with, Pſal. 112. 9. 
D 3 Eccleſ. 
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Ecclef. 12, 1. And he thus Commands T. 
mothy, charge them that are rich in this world, 
bat they do good ; that they be rich in good 
workes; ready to diſtribute; willing to commus« 
rica'e : (and that they might ſo be he ſigni- 
hes, that this would turn to their own future 
account and advantage, in the day of Chriſt, 
ſaying; ) laying up in Store for themſelves, 4 
good foindarion againſt the time to come, that 
thry ma lay bold or eternal life, 1 Tim. 6, 
17, 19. Once more; to the end we may real- 
ly love our themes, and ſuch as hate and per- 
ſecute us; and may do good to them, and be 
Cordially kind to them, according to their 
netds, and our Capacity ; it is very behoveſul 
and requiſite for us to mind, and have reſ- 
pect unto the encouragement of a future re- 
wa:d, allured to them that exerciſe them- 
felves in that work of Perſcction. To this 
purpoſe, when ovr Lord gives this command 
to his diſciples, namely, / ſay unte you which 
hear, love your enemies ;, do good to them which 
hate you, bleſ” them that curſe yen; and pray 
for them that deſpightſnlly uſe you, and Perſe- 
cute you : he afterwards in the ſame diſcourſe 
aſſutes them, that their obſerving and obey- 
ing this command, would be for their own 
profit and advantage; for he thus ſaith, Love 
ye your encmies; and do good, and lend; ho- 
ping for nothing again; and-your © 
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be great (he not only propounds and pro. 
165 to them a — — alſo a great 


mi 
one; that they might perform this difficult 
and excellent duty; and then preſently aſter 
addes: ) Be ye therefore merciful, as your Fa- 
ther alſo is merciſul, Luk. 6. 27, 28, 35, 36. 
Mat. 5. 44, 47, 48. It may be ſaid of this 
duty of heartily loving our Enemies, as ſome- 
times ſome ſaid in another Caſe, this is an hard 
ſaying, who can bear it ? but that we may 
hear and obey it, our bountiful Lord doth 
hire us to the performance thereof, and ſo 
makes it caly. Wherefore, as the wiſe man 
ſaith, if thine Enemy be hungry, give him 
bread to eat: and if be be thirſty, give him 
Water to drink; for thou ſhalt heap coales of 
fire on his bead: and the Lord ſhall reward 
thee, Prov. 25. 22, 23. 

And thus we have largely ſhewed, that it 
is no mercenary, or reprovable thing, to ex- 
erciſe our ſelves to gedlineſi, out of a reſ- 
pe to, and hope - reward 0 race upon 
our ſo doing: but that which is Lau ful, 
Laxdable, yea and in ſome ſenſe and Caſes 
requiſite and needful ſo to do: and I ſhall 
adde no more to this firſt uſe ; but ſhall 
now proceed on unto a ſecond ; namely. 

2, Secing God hath made that which is 
our Duty, to be our great, and only real Intereſt: 
ſecing he hath made Godlineſs our true and 
D 4 moſt 
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molt excellent Gain and Advantage; we may 
infer and learn from hence, that itis his good 

Will and gracious Mind in Chriſt concerni 
us, that we ſhould all of us ſeriouſly — 
in good carneſt, exerciſe our ſelves unto true 
Piety;, That we ſhould not onely, or chiefly 
have a form of Godlineſs upon us; but that 
we ſhould entertain and obey the Power 
thereof: and be all of usin ſincerity, Godly 
Perſons ;, Therefore hath he entail'd all profit a- 
ble Proſperity on Godlineſs ; that we might 
never think of enjoying the former, without 
, our embracing the latter. Vo good thing 
w:l He withold from them that walk_upright- 
ly, Pal. 84. 11. Hence he thus expreiſerh 
himſelf, and evidenceth it to be his Cordial 
defire, that we ſhould apply our ſelves to 
the hearty Obedience of him; O that there 
were ſuch an heart in them, that they would 
fear me, and keep all my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them, and with 
their Children for ever. Deut. 5 28, 29. And 
now Iſrael, faith Moſes, what doth the Lord 
thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord 
thy God,. with all thine heart, and with all 
thy foul to keep the Commandments of the 
Lord, and bis 'Statutes, which I command thte 
this day, for thy goed ? chap. 10. 12, 13. 
It adds nothing really unto him, if we be 
holy and good; nor doth it take eny thing 
| from 
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from him, if we be ungodly and prophane. 
If thow ſinneſt, what dof? thou againſt hum? 
or if thy tranſgreſſions be multiplyed, what 
doe thou unto him? If thou be Kighteous, 
what giveſt thon him? or what recerverh he 
of thine hand? Job 36. 6. 8. No, but 
he hires us to the Embracement and Practice 
of ſincere Piety and Purity, with the un- 
doubred Advantage of it to our ſelves, And 
therefore we may rationally and certainly 
conclude, that God our Saviour wif have 
all men to be ſaved, and to come unte the 
knowleds of the Truth, as, 1 Tim. 2, 4. That 
he is not willing that any man ſhould periſh, 
while it is calle to day, but that all ſhould 
come to Repentance, 2 Pet. 3.9. Therefore he 
ſets before us Life and Good, and Deathand 
Evill, Bleſſing and Curſing : not as if he was 
indifferent which of them we chuſe : but he 
doth Councel us, and Cordially defire, we 
ſhould chuſe Life; and to that end, that 
we love the Lord our God, and obey his- 
voice, and clcave unto him; for He ts our 
Life, and the 1. noth of our dayes, Leut. 30, 
10, 15,19, 20. And doubtleſs, ſeeing it is 
his hcarty will, we ſhould ſeriouſly exer- 
ciſe our ſelves unto the obedience of Faith, 
he will not be wanting to enable us thereto, 
by the aſiſtance of his grace; if we be not 
wanting to our ſelves: 4or he giveth to all 
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men liberally, and upbraideth not, Jam, 1, 
It is "104 that worketh in you, ſaith the A 
ſtle, both to will, and ts do, of bis good Plea. 
fare, Phil. 2,12, 15. If therefore we conti- 
nue diſobedient and ungodly, and ſo. periſh 
in concluſion ; we ſhall have no juſt cauſe, 
to blame the God o all Grace, who hath 
done ſo great things for us, and ſet ſo great 
encouragements before us, to move and en- 
gage us to ſerve him acceptably; But our 
Deſtruction will appear to be wholly of our 
ſelves; and that we our ſelves have, by 
obſerving lying vanities, forſaken our own 
mercies; and have been too too like pro- 
phane Eſas, who for one morſel of meat 
ſold his Birth-right, Heb. 12. 14, 17. 

3. Seeing Godlineſs 1. —— unto all 
things ; and that our exerciſing our ſelves 
thereto, is our moſt certain, excellent, and 
cternal advantage; This then diſcovers and 
evidences unto us, the great and pernicious 
miſtake and folly of them, that think and 
ſpeak otherwiſe ʒand ſo exerciſe not themſelves 
thereto; but walk in Ungodly, Unrighteous, 
and Intemperate ways and practiſes; as if 
Impiety were the onely, and mainly gain- 
full thing, they could exerciſe themſelves unto, 
To this purpoſe Job ſpeaks of ſome wicked 
ones, who did greatly Flouriſh in this world, 
in their unrighteous courſes; and who 
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thought, that becauſe they did ſo, therefore it 
woutd be a vain and unproficable thing, to 
ſerve and ſcar the Lord. They ſpend their 
days, ſaith he, 1 Wealth, or Mirth; and in 
8 moment g down te the grave. Therefore 
they ſay unto God, depart from us: for we de- 
ſire not the knowledg of thy ways. What it 
the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him And 
what profit ſhould we have if we pray unto 
him? Job 21. 14. 15. And to the ſame pur- 
poſe Elipbaz, ſpeaks of them: namely, They 
ſay wito God, depart from us; And what 
can the Almighty do for them; (ſee how bru- 
tiſh they are in their thoughts, or expreſſi- 
ons of God; while they give him the Ti- 
tle of the Almighty, they yet ſay, What can 
he do for them ? whereas they might rather, 
and moſt truly ſay, What cannot the A 
mighty do for them ? moſt ſtrange! That he 
ſhould be Almighty, and yet ſhould have no 
Hands, no power to provide for his ſervants! 
Thus ſome wicked ones did Reaſon with ſuch 
contradictious Lake: But though they doub- 
ted of, or denyed, his Providence and Boun- 
ty, they did partake thereof, while they 
ſpake fo Atheiſtically; for it preſently ſol- 
lows ;) yet be filled their houſes with good things, 
ſob 22, 15, — 1. 18. Yea ſuch fooliſh and 
brutiſh ones there were, not onely amongſt 
them that were without the Church, but of 
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them alſo that were of the Church; and of 
the moſt Reformed part thereof, of Ju 
God's pleaſant Plant, Hence it is faid con- 
cerning ſome therein; your words bave been 
ſtout apainſt me, ſaith the Lord: Ter ye 2 
what have we ſpoken againſt thee * ye have 
ſaid, it 11 vain to ſerve God; And what 
profit it it that we have kept bis ordinance ? 
And that we have walked AMournfully before 
the Lord of hoſts But whence proceded this 
unreaſonable and abſurd talk of theirs? Sure- 
ly from hence; Becauſe wicked ones did 
grow Great, and were Fat and Flouriſhing; 
therefore they thought, that their Impiety 
was' their great Intereſt and Advantage : for 
ſo much is ſignified in the following words 
of theſe ſimple and unwiſe Perſons; to wit, 
And now we call the Proud happy ; yea they 
that work wickedneſs are ſet ap; yea they 
that tempt God are even delivered, Mal. 3. 
13, 14, 15. Nay, that Good Man was envious 
at the fooliſh, when he ſaw the proſperity of 
the wicked. That there were no Bands in their 
death, but their ſtrength was firm, That they 
were not in trouble as other men, neither were 
they plagued like other men. That their eyes 
ſtand out with fatneſ:; and they have more than 
heart could wiſh. Bebold, ſaith he, theſe are the 
ungodly, they proſper in the World, they increaſe 

in Riches : And while he looked upon their ſe- 
curity, 
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curity, and proſperity, according to outward 
a ance, he was to ready and forward to 
ſay, verily, I have cleanſed my heart in uain, and 
waſhed my hands in innocency. For all the day 
long have 1 been plagued, and chaſtened every 
Morning. But thus this Holy-man ſpake in a 
Temptation; And preſently aſter, greatly 
blames himſelf for his weakneſs and fooliſh- 
neſs, ſaying ; Thus mine heart was grieved ; and 
I was pricked in my rem; So fooliſh was J, 
and ignorant, I was as 4 Beaſt before thee, 
Pſal. 73. 3, 7. 12, 14, 22. But wicked 
Perſons are uſually ſo fooliſh & without under- 
ſtanding ; And becauſe God, out of his general 
_y and Goodneſs, provides for, and prof- 
pers them, therefore perverting what is right, 
= uy ger that ungodlineſs is moſt pro- 
fitable for them. O, ſay ſome, if we had 
not been good fellows; it we had not kept 
company with vain perſons ; and eaten and 
drunken, yea and been drunken with the 
drunken; we ſhould never have had their 
cuſtome, nor ſuch good _ as we have : 
or if we had notlyed, defrauded, and over- 
reacht others; we ſhould not have kept our 
Shops open to this day : or if we had not op- 
prefled, or out-witted others, we had been 
as poor as the pooreſt : whereas now, we 
have plentiful Eſtates, and a full Table. 
Like them in former times, who ſaid, J will 
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go after my Lovert, that gave me my Bre 
and my Water, my Wool, and my Flax, min; 
Oyle, and Drink, Ho). 2. 5.. Or Vie 
them of whom it is ſaid? They rake up all 
chem with the Angle : they catch them in th 
Net, and gather them in chem dray : therefe 
they re joyce, and are glad. Therefore they ſa. 
ersfice ante their Net, and burn wncenſe 4 
ther Drag, becauſe by them they portion is fab, 
and their meat plenteons, Jab. 1. 15, 19, 
Zech. tt. 5. Deat. 8. 17, 18. Fer, 5. 26, 
27, 28. But alas! This their way is their 
folly; and ſo it appears to be many tim 
in this day ; for how oft is the candle ( the thi 
ning proſperity) of the wicked put one ? 

bow oft cometh their deſtruttion upon them ? G 
diſbr ibuterh ſorrows in bis anger, Job, 21. 5, 17. 
1 bave ſeen, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, the wicked in 
great Power, and ſpreading himſelf like a green- 
bay-tree;, yet be paſſed away, and Lo, be wat 
not : yea 1 ſought bim, but be could not be 
found, Pſal. 37. 35, 36. Prov. 1. 10, 11, 
13,19. and chap, 23. 20, 21. Thus when 
ſome of the Church of God ſaid unto the 
Prophet, We will certainly do, whit ſocver thing 
goeth forth out of our own month, to burn 
ancenſe unto the Quren of Heaven, Ar we 
have done: For then had we plenty of uucta- 


als, and ſaw no want, Then the Prophet anſwe- 
red them, ſaying, The Incenſe. that ye burn 


17 


939 Wo 


>»,D 


_— A A aa RS I SS 5 Om 


WHEN 


47) 


in the Cities of Fudab, and in the ſtreets of pe- 
ruſalem, ye, and your Fathers; «14 not the 
Lord remember them, and came it not into bis 
mind So that the Lord could ne longer hear, 
becauſe of the Evil of your doings, and becauſe 
of the abomanations, which ye have committed 
therefore is your Land « Deſolation, and an 
Aſtomſhment, and 4 Curſe, 435 at this day; 
fa becauſe ye burned Incenſe ; and becauſe ye ſind 
19 againſt the Lord, and have not obeyed the voice 
26, of the Lord, nor walked in bis Ln. 
rie Therefore this evil i happened unto you, as at 
es this day. In which words, we may plainly 
hi perceive the folly and evident miſtake of 
thoſe wicked Perſons,in that what they thought 
od] was the cauſe of their fulneſs, and proſperity, 
7.8 was indeed the true Reaſon and procurement 
if of their want, and of their miſcrable Ruine 
and diſmal adverſity, Jer. 44. 16, 17,19, 
all 24. Heſ. 2. 5, 6, 8, 10. Pſal. 52. 3, 7. 
bY and 56. 7. 
7 Or if ſuch ungodly ones, ſhould ſpend all 
en the days of their vain Life, in wealth and 
ny proſperity, and have here no conſiderable 
changes; yet hereafter, in the world to come, 
their folly will be made manifeſt unte all 
men; and will then ſadly be bewailed, and ac- 
-= knowledged by themſelves. What will it then 
1 
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profit 4 man, to have gain d the whole World, 
and loſe bis own ſoul? or what ſhall a man 
give 


(48) 


give in exchange for bis ſoul ? for the Son of 
ran will come in the glory of bis Father, with 
his Angels; and then he will reward every man 
according to his works, Matt. 16. 26, 27, 
Eccleſ. 12. 13, 14. Then ſhall the unzodly 
change their minds, and ſigh for grief of ſpi- 
rit, aud ſay within themſelves; This u be 
(the Pious man) whom we ſometimes bad in de- 
riſion, and in a parable of reproach, We fool; 
thought bis life Madneſs, and his end without 
Honour. We hae wearied our ſelves in the 
the way of wickedneſs and de ſtruction; and we 
baue gone through dangerous wayes : But we 
have not known the way of the Lord, What bath 
Pride profited us ? or what profit bath the pomp 
of Riches brought us 7 For the hope of the 
ungodly is like the duſt that is blown away 
with the wind; and like 4 thin foam, that 13 
ſcattered abroad with the ſtorm ; and as the 
ſmoak that is diſperſed with the wind; and 
as the Remembrance of him paſſeth, that tar- 
rieth but for a day, Wiſdom 5, Then will all 
unrighteous perſons bemoan themſelves, and 
bewail their former folly and madneſs, in 
embracing as moſt pleaſant, and profitable, 
that which will then by woful experience, ap- 
pear to them to be moſt bitter, loathſome, 
and eternally pernitious,and diſmally deſtruc. 
tive to them. What in tbe bope of the Hype- 
crite, though he ha h gained, when God takgih 
away 
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away his ſoul ? Will God hear LT, cry, when 
trouble cometh upon him no, no, it will then 
be too late. Then they ſhall a upon me, 
faith the Lord, but / will not anſwer; they 
ſhall ſeek me carly, but they ſhall mor find me : 
Becauſe they hated Knowledge and would 
not chuſe the fear of the Lord, Job. 27. 8, 
9. with Prov. 1, 24, 32. O now conlider 
this, ye that forget God, leaſt he tear you uin 
pieces, and there be no deliverer Though a ſin- 
ner do evil an hundred times, and his days be 
prolonged : yet ſurely it ſhall net be weil with 
the wicked neither ſhall be prolong bis dayes, 
which are 4s 4a ſbadow, becauſe he fcareth net 
before God, Eccleſ. 8 12. 13. 

4. In that true Fiety and Goodneſs is profirable 
unto all things, we may then well infcr from 
hence; that the fincerely Pions and honeſt 
perſon, is the truly Wiſe man, and doth moſt 
really, and onely Conſult his ſure and molt ex- 
cellent Advantage; and purſue that which 
doth indeed, and to all eternity, tend to his 
beſt Happineſs and Intereſt, He that ir wiſe 
17 profitable unto bumſelf, Job. 22. 2. Ums 
man God ſaith, Behold (mark and conſider 
this well,) the fear of the Lord, that is wiſ- 
dom, and to depart from evil 11 under landing. 
That is to ſay, Sancere Pity 15 true wiſdom, 
Jeb. 28. 28. And they that do exerciſe them- 
ſelves thereto (however they arc reputed 
E amongſt 
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amongſt ſinners) are indeed Wiſe men, inthe 
account of him that Judgeth righteouſ- 
ly; and wh#ſe judgment ſhall ſtand : yea and 
they will appear ſo to be, in the eyes of all 
men, and Angels, in due ſeaſon; for in be- 
ing thus wiſe, they ſhall be wiſe for them- 
ſelves; and ſhall lay up for chemſelves in ſtore, 
a good foundation againſt the time to come, 
that they may lay held on eternal life, Prov, 
9. 10, 12, 1 Ton, 6. 6, 19. Dan. 12. 2,3. 
Others may appear, to have more ſpecula- 
tive and notionall knowledge and wiſdom, 
but theſe are the onely perſons that are re- 
ally and practically wiſe; and wiſer than all 
other men, in that they purſue Gedli- 
neſs; and thereby obtain and make ſure, the 
favcur of bim that loveth Piety and righte- 
ouſneſs. Happy 1s the man that findeth wiſ- 
dom, and the man that getteth underſtanding ; 
for the Merchandiſe of it, is better than the 
Merchandiſe of Silver; and the gain thereef 
than fine Gold : ſhe 11 more precious than Ru- 
bies;, and all the things thou canſt deſire are 
not to be compared unto her Length of days it 
in her right hand, and in her lift hand riches 
and hond She is a tree of life to all that 
lay bold on ber; and happy 12 every one that 
retaineth her, Prov. 3. 13, 18, I love them, 
ſaith the Wiſdom of God, that love mt; and 
they that feck me carly ſhal find me, But _ 
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e | ſhall they be the better for finding her? 
- {| what advantage will that be of unto them? 
d | much every way: for ſaith ſhe in the next 
I words, Riches and Honour are with me, Yee 
= i durable Riches and Righteouſneſs ( and theſe 
- | tyo always go together, namely, durable 
„ Riches and Rightcouſneſs :) / walk, and 
„ | lead in the way of. Righteouſneſs : in the midſt 
.  o the paths of Judgment; that ] may cauſe 
. ff them that love m to inherit ſubſtance, and [ 
will fill their Treaſure, Prov. 8. 17, 18, 21. 
„ I therefore we would behave our ſelves wiſe- 
- | ly; and hopcfully, and ſuccesfully purſue, 
chat which will be really, and in truth, pro- 
'- | fitable and advantageous to us; Let us fol- 
e | low after rightconſneſs and Godlineſs ; for 
this is our wiſdom and our underſtanding, as, 
Deu. 4. 5, 6. The ungodly Perſon is the 
; | greateſt fool; and fo he is frequently called 
«© | by the Wiſdom of God, in the Book of the 
f | Proverbs: And he doth appear fo to be by his 
deſpiſing the fear of the Lord; in doing which 
be wrongs his own ſoul, and loves death, 
Prev. 1, 7. and chap. 8. 36. Bur the ſincere- 
iy pious Perſon is, and is uſually called, the 
tf Wiſe man; becauſe he feareth before God: 
and the reward of Humility, and of the Fear 
„ of the Lord, is Riches and life, Prov. 22. . 
Ven ur ſaviour commends unto his diſciples, 
in his farable, the unjuſt 1272 not ſor 
43 2 his 
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his unrighteouſneſs, bat becanſe he had dont 
Wiſely; he then gives this inſtruction unto 
them; and [ ſay unto you, make to your ſelves 
friends of the Mamon of unriyhteonſneſs : (that 
is, be rich and abundant in good and 
= Works ;) That when ye fail, (as 
ail from hence we muſt all,) They may re- 
cerve you into everlaſting Habutations, or Tas 
bernacles: and in ſo doing, we (hall deal 
wiſely and prudently for our own ſouls, Luk. 
16. 8, 9, And this leads us to the laſt uſe, 
namely. 

5. Sceing Piety is profitable unto all things; 
Be we all exhorted, perſwadcd, and prevail- 
ed withal, ſeriouſly and conſtantly ro exer- 
ciſe our fclves thereto, if we would indeed 
aim at, and purſue that which is gainful 
and beneficial to us. Now in this day, in 
exerciſing our ſeives thereto, God will ſup» 
ply all ou wants; and give unto us thoſe 
things, that are uſeſull and needſull for us. 
O taſte and fre that the Lord is gracions : 
Bleſſed is the man that truſteth in tim, O 
fFeaſerbe Lord, ye his Saints; for there is m 
want to them that fear him, Pſal. 34.8, 9, 
In thus doing, God will be our exceeding 
great reward, Ger. 15. 1. God it mot ate 
righteous ſaith the Apoſtle, to for get your work, 
and labour of | ve, Htb 6. 9. Who is there 
even among you, that wonld ſhut the dpors for 
noug hi 
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bt neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar 


for nought, Mal. 1. 10. Whoſoever ſhall give 


to drink, unte one of theſe little ones, 4 cup 
of cold water onely, wm the name of a Diſct- 
ple, faith our Lord Jeſus, verily, I ſay unto 
you, be ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward, Mat. 
10. 42. O let us then intend his ſervice, 
and caſt all our cares and concernes upon him 
for he careth for us: let all our Wants lye 
upon him, whoſe is the earth, and the ſulneſs 
thereof; the Catte] upon a thoufand hills : 
and who hath given this command and en- 
couragement to us, to wit, truſt in the Lord, 
and do good, and thoy ſhalt dwell in the land ; 
and verily thou ſhalt be fed, Pal. 37. 
3, ©. 

And then hereafter, they that now live 
Godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall have the Folneſs, 
and Harveſt of all ſpiritual bleſſings ; O how 
great 4s thy goodneſs which thou baſt laid up 
for them that fear thee, which thou haſt wrong he 
for them that truſt in thee before the Sons uf 
men, Plal. 31. 19. For ſince the beginning 
of - ahe; world men have not heard, nor per- 
ceived. by the Ear, neither hath the Eye ſcen, 
O GM. beſides thee, what he hath prepared fer 
bim, that waiteth for thee, Iſa. 64. 4. He 
that fate upon the Throne ſaid, 'behold, 7 
make ll things new aud he ſaid unto me, 


write, for theſe werd ane true and faubful ; 
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he that evercometh (to wit, his ſpiritual 
ene mies) ſhell inberit all things ;, and 1 will be 
his God, and be ſhall be my Sox, Rev. 21. x, 
7, O then! Let us abſtain from, and flee all 
Ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts; and follow 
after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, 
Patience, Meckneſs. Let us fight the” good 
fight of Faith, and ſo lay bold on eternal life, 
1 Tim. 6. 11, 12. And this leads us3unto the 
following part ot the words; namely, 

2, We have the Motive to excite and pro- 
voke us, to exerciſe our ſelves to Piety and 
Righteouſneſs, propounded to us more pat- 
ticularly and diſtindtly; and therein the Truth, 
of the foregoing part of the words, opened 
and evidenced : namely, having promiſe of 
the life that now ii, and of that which is to 
cue; of this preſent momentany ſtate we 
are now in, and of that eternal one we ſhall 
enter upon, and have an everlaſting enjoy- 
ment of, when we are removed hence, and 
ſhall be here no more. | 

But now, before we come to ſpeak unto 
the Motive and enforcement, as it is here 
more particularly and diſtinctly expreſt, and 
evidenced to us in the latter part of the Text; 
we may a little, uſefully fore-conſider theſe 
following things : to wit. 

1. What it is, that hath the promiſe and 
promiſes abſolutely Annex't undo it, and 150 
| ts 
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tailed upon it, and that is godlineſs ; as that 
ſignifies the whole duty of man; as we have 
before noted and ſhewn : and ſo the promiſes, 
are firſt of all made, unto our Lord Jeſus . 
Chriſt, who is Emphatically, and moſt Emi- 
nently called, God"s holy one, or godly one, 
Pſal. 16. 10. Who loved righteouſmfſs, and 
bated iniquity : therefore God, even his God, 
bath aneinted him with the oyl cf gladneſs a- 
bove uf" gs becauſe he was more Godly 
and holy then his Fellows, Heb. 1. 8, 9. 
He was one that knew no fin, that did 
no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth; 
but he always did thoſe things that pleaſed 
his father, And when the due ſeaſon was 
come, he humbled himſelf, and became obedi- 
ent unte death, even the death of the Croſs ; 
as he received commandment from his fa- 
ther. And becauſe, in obedience to his fa- 
ther, he laid down his life, and hath taken 
it up again; therefore the father loveth him ; 
and ſo loveth him, that he bath given all things 
into bis bands, Joh, 10. 17, 18. with, chap, 
3. 35. And unto him the promiſes were 
made Originally, and molt fully: now te A 
braham und his ſeed were the promiſes made : 
be ſaith. not, unto ſeeds, as of mem, but as of 
one, and to thy ſeed, which ws Chriſt, Gal. 3. 
16. . And he is become the root and founda- 
tion of godlineſi for us, 1 Tim, 3. 16, With- 
Ek 4 out 
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out whoſe Abaſemem, Death, Reſurrectiog, 
and Exaltation, thete had been no forgive- 
neſs of fins ſor us; nor could we have been 
made partakersof the favour of God;nor would 
Repentance and Faith have availed us any 
thing, Heb.g. 22. 1Cor. 15.12, 17, 20 Nor 
could we have come unto God, ſo as to have 
received mercy and falvation from him, Fob, 
14.6. Ad 4. 11, 12. But now in Him, who 
by.the grace of God, taſted death for every 
man, and roſe again; all rhe promiſes of God 
are yea, and in hum Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. And 
if we be Chriſts (to wit, in a ſpecial con- 
ſideration,) then are we Abraham's ſeed, and 
Hers according to promiſe, Gal. 3. 16, 26, 29. 
And Heirs of the promiſes, in being united by 
Faith unto him, whois the Herr of all things, 
Heb. 1. 2. 1 Cor. 3.21, 23. 1 Joh. 5.11, 12, 
The promiſes are not made with, or abſolute- 
ly affured unto, any perſon in a perſonal 
C onfideration ;, but ro ſuch manner of perſons, 
os do «cxerciſe themſelves unto Godlineſs 
and Righteouſneſs. Thus the everlaſting Co- 
venant, which did contain exceeding great 
and precious promiſes, was not made with 
Avraham, as a man known by that name 
ſimply ; but it was made with him as he was 
a Tiuly Pint and upright man. Thus it is 
ſaid, the Lord appeared 1 Abraham, and 
ſaid into him, I am the Almighty God, walk 
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before me, and be thou perfect, or fincere : 
and will make my Covenant between me, and 
ghee, &c. Gen, 177. 1, 2, 7, 8. And to the 
ſame purpoſe it is elſe- where ſaid, thou foun- 
deſt bis heart faithful before thee, and made ſt 
# Covenant with him, Neh. 9. 7, 8. And 
this Covenant was thus made with him, not 
for himſelf onely, but for his ſpiritual Seed 
alſo; and ſo it was made with him as « father 
of many Nations, Gen. 17.4,5,8.Kom.4.16,17, 
And ſo thoſe that are foncere, like unto him, 
are Heirs of the ſame Covenant, as to the 
choice things therein contained and aſſured, 
Rom, 4. 16, 17, 24. As the Apoſtle ſaith, 
know ye thereſore that they which are of Faith, 
the ſame are the Children of Abraham.——Ss 
then they which be of Faith, are bleſſed with 
faithful Abraham, Gal. 3. 7, 9. With Rom. 
4. II, 14, 16, 

It is out of God's love to righteouſneſs, 
that God doth delight in, and is well-pleaſetl 
with, them that heartily follow it, and walk 
in it: the righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs : 
[and therefore] bis countenance doth "behold 
rbe upright, Pſal. 11. 7. To him that ſoweth 
righieeuſneſs ſhell be a ſare reward. Kighte- 
ouſneſs tendeth to life, Prov. 11. 17, 18, tn 


the way of righteouſneſs is life; and in the path 
way thereof, there i no death, ch. 12. 26, 28. 
Ki 'brronſneſ; kecpeth him, that is mpright in the 
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way, chap. 13. 6. and chap. 8. 20, 21. And 
this is the general and conſtant Current of 
the holy Scriptures, both of the Prophets 
and Apoſties; that not ſuch perſons meerly, 
but ſuch manner of perſons, graciouſly qua- 
lined perſons, are the Heires of the promiſes 
of life and ſalvation, and ſhall, ſo abiding, in 
due ſeaſon, inherit the bleſſings therein pro- 
pounded, and thereby aſſured. Who ſhall A 
cend into the bill of the Lord ? and who ſhall 
ſtaud in his holy place ? he that bath clean hands, 
and a pure beart, who hath not lift up bi ſoul 
unto vanity, nor ſworn deceutfully, He ſhall 
receive the bleſſing from the Lord, and righte- 
puſneſs from the God of his ſalvation, I his it 
the generation of them that ſreł him, that ſeek, 
thy face, O God of Jacob, Selab, Pſal. 15. 
and 24. 3. 6, When the Evangelical Pro- 
phet largely treats of the Everlaſting Cove- 
nant, and of the bleſſings thereof, in ſa, 54. 
He then, in the cloſe of that Chapter, gives 
us to underſtand, who are the Heirs of it; and 
ſhall inherit the Bleſſings and Benefits of it, 
ſaying; This is the Heritage of the e 
the Lord ; and their righteouſneſs is of me, ſai 

the Lord, And then » his ſervant the Pro- 
phet, he makes this Proclamation, and Invi- 
tation; Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no money; (ng 
worth, no worthineſs :)—— Hearken diligently 
Mita 
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os me, and gat ye that which is good; and 
let your ſout delight it ſelf in fatneſs. Incling 
your ear, and come unte me; hear, and your 
ſoul ſhall live : and I will makg an everlaſting 
Covenant with you, even the ſure mercies 9 
David. As iſh he ſhould ſay; if ye will indeed 
learn the way of my people, (as Jer 12. 16.9 
and ſincerely become my ſervants alſo then, 
_— theſe terms, you ſhall be heirs with them 
he ſame Covenant, and inherit the ſame 
bleſſing with them, 1ſay. 54, 17. and chep. 
55. 1, 2, 3. Pſal. 84. 11, 12, andizg, 
And to the ſame purpoſe our Lord and 
Saviour, and his Holy Apoſtles have ſpoken 
to us in the Word of the Lord: My Sheep, 
ſaith our Lord Jeſus, bear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. And 1 give unte 
them erernal life; and they ſhall never periſh 
neither ſhall any pluck them | ON of mine hand, 
Jebn. 10. 27, 30. and chap. 14. 21, 23, 
1 7. 24. 27. Col. J. 22, 23. 3 Pa, 
, 4+ 8, 10, 11. 1 Fobn 3. 24, 28. Rev, 
oh 12, 14. The way of the Lord, even fin- 
cere Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, is frength 
ro the wpright, Prov, 10. 29. And be . 4» 
keepeth his way, preſerveth hit ſoul, Prov, 16, 
17. But as for them that turn aſide to their 
crooked paths, the Lord will lead them jor 


with the workers of iniquity ; but peace of Goa 
— Iſrael, even upon the /ſracl o 772 
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Pſal. 125. F. with Gal, 6. 15. 16. 

For Perſons thetetore to rely on, and bol- 
ſter vp themſclves v4 1, the Promiſes, while 
they walk wigoalily, and their way is per- 
verſe betore the Lord's 11s is to tern the grace 
of our Goa ts Lidlfeaviouſaeſs, and Wantonneſs, 
as Jude 4. And this is that which is highly pro- 
voking unto the Holy Lord God. Hence 
Moſes gives this caution to the People of I- 
rael, (when they entered into a Covenant 
with the Lord their God, and into an Oath 
which the Lord made with them ;) ſaying un- 
to them; Leſt there ſhould be among you man 
or woman, Family or Tribe, whoſe heart turn- 
eth away this day from the Lord our God, to go 
and ferve the Gods of theſe Nations : leſt there 
ſhould he ammg you, a root that beareth Gall and 
wormwood : and it come to paſs when he heareth 
the words of this Oath, or Curſe, that he bleſs 
bimſe/f-in his heart, Jaging, 1 ſhall have peace, 
though I walk. in the 1magimation, or ſtubborn- 
neſs of mine heart, to add drinkgeneſy to Thirſty 
the Lord will not ſpare bin, but then the An- 
ger of the Lord, and his jealouſic ſhall ſmoak, 
apainſt that man; and all the curſes written in 
this book ſhall lye upon bim; and the Lord 
pw blot out his name from under Heaven, &c. 

y all which, and much more that follows in 
the place referred to, it evidently appears, 
that it is a fearful thing, wonderfully.provok- 


ing 


(61) 


ing unto God, and Fatallypernicious to our own 
ſouls, to preſume chat we ſhall have the be- 
nefits of the promiſes, though we exerciſe not 
our ſelves unto Godlineſs, unto which the 
promiſes are intaild: or to conchude, that 
though there be a failure, a wilfvl. failure, 
found with us in pet@rming the conditions 
of the Covenant; yet God is bound on his 

rt, in point of fidelity, not to deprive us, 
— to make us partakers, of the bleſſinge 
thereof, Deut. 29. 10, 11, 13, 18. 20, 28. 
with Heb. 12. 14, +5 17. whereas the 
promiſes are onely made unto Go-lineſs ab- 
ſolutely; and to us reſpeRively. and condi- 
tionally, to wit, upon our good behaviour, 
in living Riphreowſly and Godly wn Chriſt Fe- 
ſus, And otherwiſe, if we believe not, he 
is faithfal, and cannot deny himſelf, bat muſt 
therefore deny us, if we deny him, Of theſe 
rhnngs, faith St. Paul. to Timothy, put them 
in remembrance, &c. 2 Tim. 2. 13, 14. When 
I ſhall 17 to the righteous, ſaith the Lord, 
that he ſhell ſurely live if be truſt ts his own 
righteouſneſs, and commit miquity, all Wirightt- 
ouſneſs ſhall not be remembred : but for bis i- 
niquity that he hath committed, he (hall dye 
for it; whatever. God formerly ſaid to him, 
when he was a righteous Perſon, Ezck, 33. 
12, 13, 18. Now the juſt ſhall live by faith, 
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faith the Lord: but if he draw back; my ſoul 
ſhall have no pleaſure in him, Heb. 10. 36. 0 
let this be ſeriouſly minded, and duly con- 
ſidered by us all; that we deceive not our 
ſelves to our endleſs deſtruction. But I ſhall 
here enlarge no further to it. 3 
2. Again, Let us alſo mind and conſider, 
how Godlineſs, or Qur Exerciſe of Godlineſs, 
i profitable unto all things; and that is, ba- 
ving the promiſe; and therein a ſure and full 
reward propoſed and aſcertained to us; not 
of Debt, but of Grace. Godlineſs is our Div- 
ty ; and therefore we can merit nothing, 
our exerciſing our ſelves thereto - as our 
bleſſed Saviour ſignifies, when he thus faith 
unto his Diſciples ; When ye ſhall have done 
all theſe things which are commanded you, ſay 
we are e, ſervants, we have done that 
which was our duty to do, Luk. 17. 7, 10, 
But God, who is rich in mercy, hath of his 
free grace, made many great and precious 
promiſes to our duty; and to us upon our ſin- 
cere performance thereof; and ſo hath made 
it our higheſt, and in truth our onely real in- 
tereſt and advantage, to exerciſe our ſelves 
to unfeigned Piety and Holineſs. There is 
nothing in our Godlineſs, that can deſerve 
the pardon of our fins, or the ſpecial Favour 
of God, Matth. 18. 25, Luk, 7. 42. Nay 


indeed, in our Beſt and moſt Religious, and 
| Pious 
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© Þjous Exerciſes and Performances, there ix 


ſo much Pollution, and ImperfeCtion ſound, 
that our holy Things, our ſpiritual Sacrifices, 
could not come with acceptance upon God's 
Altar, if our High-Prieſt, did not continual- 
ly take away the iniquities cleaving to them, 
and perſume them with the Odouts, of the 
Incenſe of his moſt Powerful and well-plea- 
fing Interceſſion, Exod. 28 38. with 1 Pet. 
2. 5. Rev. 5. 8. But the God of all grace, 
hath frankly and freely entailed the promiſes, 
on ſincete Godlineſs and Honeſty. And there- 
fore the promiſe is oftentimes oppoſed to the 
Law, as that did call for and command an un- 
ſinning Obedience; and ſo made the reward 
to be of debt to every ſuch Performer of it. 
To him that worketh, (namely, that continu- 
eth inall things written in the Book of the 
Law to do them,) i the reward not reckoned 
of Grace, but of Debt, Rem, 4. 4. The 
Righteouſneſs which is of the Law ſaith, The 
man that doth thoſe things (finleſly and con- 
ſtantly,) Shall live in them, Rom. 10. x, 
Gal. 3. 12. But, I fay, the Promiſe by Faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt, is oppoſed to the Law in 
this ſenſe, To this purpoſe are theſe ſayings 
of the Apoſile : For the Promiſe that Abra- 
ham ſhould be the Heir of the World, was nos 
to him, or to his ſeed through the Law : 
For if they that be of the Law are Heirs 
Faith 
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Faith is made void, and the promiſe made of 
none effett, Rom, 4. 13, 14, 16. For if the 
Inheritance be of the Law, it is no more of pro- 
miſe but God gave it to Abraham by promiſe, 
m—If there had been a lam given, which could 
bave given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have 
been by the law, But the Scripture hath con- 
cluded all under ſin, that the promiſe by faith 
of Feſus Chriſt might be given to them that 
Believe, Gal. 3. 17, 18, 21, 22. Luk. 1, 
72, 73. And therefore, ſeeing Godlineſs 5; 
profitable unto all things, by having the pro- 
miſe entailed on it; it plainly and evident- 
ly appears, that it becomes profitable unto 
us by the grace of God, and worthineſs of the 
mediation of Chriſt; and not from any merit 
of our exerciſing our ſelves thereto, Ke. 3. 
22, 24. where is boaſting then? It it exclud- 
ed : by what Law ? of Works, nay but by the 
Law of Faith, Rom. 3. 27. By Grace ye are 
faved, through Faith, and that not of your 
ſelves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
leſt any man ſhould boaſt, Eph. 2. 5, 9. 
with Gal. 3. 22. and Rom. 4. 16. 

3. Conſiier we alſo, bow far Godlineſs 
hath the promiſe 7, and that is, ſo far, and ſo 
far only, as it is truly and really Profitable, 
and for our advantage, in the judgment and 
account of him who hath enſured it to Godli- 


neſs: as it is here expreſt, to wit, Godl/inefs 
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is profitable, having promiſe of the life that 
how #1, and of that which is to come, Ithath 
not the promiſe of what our unrenewed, 
craving, and luſtſul ſpirits might judge de- 
firable and valuable ; but of what God knows 
to be really advantageovs for us, both as to 
this prefent life, and that which is to come. 
Now in and for this life, we may poſſibly 
defire that which would prove a ſnare to us, 
if we had it: or we may ak amiſs, to con- 
ſume upon our laſts, Jam. 4. 2, 3. But now, 
Godlineſs hath not the promiſe of bat, be- 
cauſe it is not profitable for us. And as with 
reſpect to the life to come, ſome may con- 
ceive they ſhall then marry, and have their 
fill of Love and Carnal delights and pleaſures, 
as, Mat. 22. 28, 30. But now, Godlineſs 
hath not the promiſe of theſe ſenſual and 
contemptible Enjoyments ; but of that which 
is infinitely better; of all ſpiritual and hea- 
venly delights and ſatisſactions, P/ſal. 36. 7, 
0. Rom. 8. 23. And ſo it hath the promiſe 
of all that which is, and only of that which 
is, profitable for us, in our preſent and ſuture 
ſtate. Like unto what the Scripture elſe- 
where ſpeaks, ſaying : the young Lions do lack, 
and ſuffer hunger : but they that ſeth the Lord 


ſhall not want any good thing, Pſal. 34. 9, 


10. The Lord God is a Sun and Shield, 
he 171 4 give grace and glory mo good 
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thing (here during the kingdom of his grace, 
or hereafter, in the kingdom of his glory) 
will he withhold from them that walk_upright- 
ly. O Lord of boſts, Bleſſed (is, and for ever 
mall be) the man that truſteth in thee, Pſal. 
84. 10, 12. And thus alſo our Saviour, when 
he excites and encourages his diſciples, to 
exerciſe themſelves to pious devotion in 
addreſſing themſelves unto God, ſaying, Ark 
and he ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; 
knock, ani it ſhall be opened unte you He 
preſently after ſignifies to them, what they 
hall receive and find; (and ſo intimately 
directs them what to ask, and. ſeek for 3) 
to wit, that which is really good for them: 
ſaying unto them, f ye then, — evil, know 
hew to — 2 gifts unto your children, bow 
much more ſhall your Father wbich 1s in bea- 
ven give good things to them that aik, bum? 
Mat. 7. 7, g, 11. Dent. 28. 1, 12- To 
which. I ſhall enlarge no further in this place. 

Now then, having premiſed and noted 
theſe three things, which deſerve our molt 
ſcrious conſideration : we come to conſider, 
and ſpeak unto the Motive and enforce- 
ment, as it is here more particularly and 
diſtintly cxpteſt and evidenced to us by 
the Apoſtle : and ſo Gedlineſs is profitable : 

|. Having promiſe of the life that now ö; of 
this preſent frail ſtate we are now upon, 
while 
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while-we- are in this old, paſſing, and cor - 
ruptible world: and ſo it hath the :pror 
w/e of the good things directly appertain- 
ing to this paſſing, ſhort, and tranſitory life, 
2. And it hath the promiſe of a firff-fraves 
the life of God;or of anew & ſpiritualliſe;whi 
| will be compleat and conſummate hereafter, 
| in our abiding in the faith of our Lord Jeſus. 
| 1. 1 ay, Godlineſs bath the promiſe of the 
life that now it; even of the good things 
' | more ditectly appertaining, to the continu- 
| ance and comfort of this ſhort, tranſitory, 
f and uncertain liſe; as may appear to us in 
) 


the following particulars. 
. Gadlineſs hath the promiſe of this life 
„ | 4©-ſelf, and of the continuance of it, while it 
„may be for the glory of God; and fo, 
.. | while -& may be truly prſoctl for them, 
» | fhat: unfcignedly apply themſelves vato the 
o | power of: Godlineſs. Their times 6f health, 
e. | and lite, are in the hands of God; as D«- 
4 | id ſaith of his; and it is not in the power 
4 | of Satan, or of any of their enemies, to put 
, in end to their lives, when they pleaſe, 
6. | Pal. 31; 13, 15. Indeed, is buy hand it 
ad | tbe ſoul of every living thing, and the breath 
by of all mankind, Job 12. 10. Mat. 10. 29, 
„ 3!- But be is eſpecially the Saviour of the 
of | tht believe, 1 Tim. 4. 8, 9, 10. Job 1. 9, 
to, and chap. 2. 6. And while the contiu- 
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warce of this life 1s profitable for them, it 
ſhall be granted unto them. Hence it is ob- 
ſervable, that when the Pſalmiſt had been ſay- 
ing, as we before noted, that = that ſeek the 
Lord, ſhall not want any good thing He 
then immediately addes; come, ye children, 
bearken unto me, I will teach = the fear of 
the Lord; what man is he that de ſireth lift, and 


loveth days, that he may ſer good ? and then 
he directs them to apply themſelves to Fie- 
ty, and the fear of the Lord, that they may 
enjoy life, as long as it is good for them; 
ſaying; keep thy rongut fromevil, and thy lips 
from ſpeaking guile, Depart 22 evil, ani 


do good ;, ſeek peace, and pur ſue it 4 Por the 
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, &x. 
Pſal. 34. 10, 12, 15- And this aſſurance 
& encouragement, to follow vertue and good- 
neſs. did not onlyre ſpectthem, that lived before 
our Lord took upon him our nature : (in which 
times they had, as to the :outfide, of them 
however, more, and more frequently, tem- 
poral bleſſings ſet before them, and affured 
to them:) but the ſame Motive is made uſe 
of by the Apoſtle Peter ſince, to move and 
prevail with us, to abhor that Which is evil, 
and cleave unto and purſue that which is good 
before God, 1 Pet. 3. 10, 11, 12. Thus alfo 
when the Pſalmiſt pronounceth them bleſſed, 
that exerciſe loye and mercy towards ſuch 

as 
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as are indigent and neceſſitous, ſaying, bleſ- 
ſed is be that conſidereth the poor, the weak, 
or ſick: he then declares this as one parti- 
ticular, in which a merciful perfon ſhall be 
bleſſed, namely, the Lord wall preſerve him, 
and keep him alive; and be ſhall be bleſſed 
upon the earth, Pſal. 41. 1, 2. Al things 
are theirs, who are Chriſt's; and ſo particular- 
ly life, even this preſent life, is theirs alſo, 
1 Cor. 3. 21, 23. Hence we have ſuch ſay- 
ings as theſe, in the book of the Proverbs : 
The labouy of the righteous tendeth to life, Prov. 
10. 16. Righteouſneſs tendeth 10 life, chap, 
11. 19. The fear of the Lord tendeth to life, 
and he that hath it ſhall abide 1. chap. 
19. 23. He that follaweth aft righteouſneſs 
and mercy findeth life, chap. 21. 21. The re- 
ward of bumiluy and the fear of the Lord 14 
2 chap. 22. 4. All which Proverbs, though 
they may have a principal reſpect unto, a 
more excellent life than is here enjoyable z 
yet they have alſo reſpect unto our enjoy- 
ment of this preſent life, while the continu- 
ance of it is a mercy to us, if we be, and a- 
bide in the true fear of the Lord. God is 
the God of the righteous, in a peculiar con- 
fideration, and the God of their lives; there- 
fore they need not fear, with any fear that 
hath torment init, (1 Job 4. 18.) What their 
nem: can do ume them, Plal, 118, 6, 9. 
F z Heb, 
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Heb, 13. 7 6. 2 722 the P/als 
oſt ſpeaks, ſaying, the Lord is the ſtrength o 

—_ of whom ſhall I be afraid Pſal. 27. 4 
And when he was in great afflictions, and had 
many enemies that conſpired and endeavou- 
red to deſtroy him, he encouraged himſelf 
herein, that God was the God of his life. 
Hence when he ſaith, Deep calleth unto deep 
at the noiſe of thy water-ſpouts ; all thy waves 
and thy billows are gone over me: He doth 
then thus comfort himſelf ; yet the Lord will 
command his loving-kindneſs in the day- time 
and in the night his Song ſhall be with me, and 
7 6 unte the God of my life, Plal. 42. 

s 8, 9, 11. 

4 Object. But Ypainſt what hath been laſt ſaid, 
Tome may Object and fay : But are not godly 
perſons oftentimes ſhort- lit d in this world ? are 
wot their days as few in number as other mens 
are, and ſometimes fewer ? are they not untime- 
ly removed out of this world, as well as thoſe 
that live wigodly ? 

Anſw. To this ob jection I ſhall defire to re- 
turn ſome anſwer in theſe following particu- 
lars. Namely, 

1. Sometimes ſuch as are godly in the main, 
may be guilty of ſome great and provok- 
ing miſcarriages, and thereby procure to 
themſelves an untimely cutting off: and fo 


they may ſay of themſclves as good King 
Herthiab 
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Herebiab did of himſelf; namely, our age «2 
departed, and is removed from us as a ſhep» 
heards Tent : we have cut off like a Weaver our 
lives, Iſa. 38. 11, 12. Thus it was with 
Moſes and Aaron, thoſe two eminently holy 
ones; becauſe they believed not God, to ſancti- 


fy him m the eyes of the Children of Iſrael; 


therefore ſaid the Lord to them, ye ſhall not 
bring this congregation into the land which I 
have given them, Numb. 20. 11, 24. Though 
he forgave their iniquities, yet be took, ven- 
geance of their inventions, as, Pſal. 99. 
And doubtleſs many of them whoſe Car- 
Caſes fell in the wilderneſs, and who were 
cut off before their time, were good men in 
the main ; and yet were cut off for 
their unbelief, Numb. 14. Whence the Apo- 
ſtle admoniſhes the believers, to be warned 
by their harmes and miſcarriages, Heb. 3. 
and chap. 4. 1, 11, And when David, out 
of a prudential conſideration, was dumb with 
ſilence, and held bis peace, even from goad 3 
then God threatned to cut him off by his 
afflicting hand; which made him cry out un- 
to God for mercy, ſaying, remove thy ſtroke 
away from me, I am conſumed by the blow of 
thine hand : O ſpare me a little, that J 
may recover pare before I go hence, and be 
no more, Plal. 39. Job 36. 17, 21. But now, 
this nothing oppoſes what we have been 
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ſpeaking of; for theſe, and ſuch like plous 
perſons, were not ſo puniſhed, or untimely 
removed, becauſe they exerciſed themſelves 
to godlineſs;, but becauſe at ſome times they 
did not excrciſe themſelves thereto, but did 
partake with others in their ſins,and ſo did partake 
with them in their judgments here, that they 
might not be condemned with the world 
hereafter, as Rev, 18, 4. 1 Cor. 11, 30, 31, 
32. And thus it hath fared, and may do ſo 
again, with many ſuch as were good per- 
ſons in the main. 

2. Sometimes God in mercy removes good 
perſons, before he pours out ſome heavy 
Judgments on the Nation, or place in which 
they lived: ſo the Lord ſaith concerning A. 
bijab, the Son of Feroboam King of Iſrael ; 
concerning whom the Prophet in the name 
of the Lord faith, all Iſracl ſhall mourn for 
him :---for he only of Jeroboam ſhall come to 
the grave; becauſe inhim there is found cone 
thing toward the Lerd God of Iſracl, 1 King. 
14. 1, 13, And the ſame may be ſaid in 
put, concerning that very excellent and good 
Prince, King 7oſiab ; concerning whom the 
Lord faith : Behold, I will gather thee to thy 
fathers, and thou ſhall be gathered to thy 
grave in peace; neither ſhall thine eyes fee 
all the evil, that I will bring upon thus 
place, and en the Inhabitants "of the 
ſome, 
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fame, 2 Chron. 34. 26, 27, 28. And to this 
ſe ſorne underſtand thoſe words of the 
Lord, ſpoken by the Prophet Iſaiah, namely; 
Come, my people, enter thou into thy Obambers, 
and ſhut thy doors about thee, hide thy ſelf as 
it were for à little moment, until the indigna- 
tion be over-paſt, For behold, the Lord cometh 
out of his place, to puniſh the inhabitants of 
the earth for their iniquity, &c. Ia. 26. 20, 
21, with Job 14. 13. Or God may in 
much mercy remove ſome Timerous, and 
feeble-minded upright-hearted ones, before a 
day of Fiery Tryal come, which might be 
too hot, and too heavy for them, left they 
ſhould put forth their hand to iniquity, to ſave 
themſelves, and ſecure themſelves from ſuch 
ſufferings, Pſal. 125. 3. So our Lord Jeſus, 
ſpeaking to the Angel of the Church in Phi. 
ladelphia, which had but a little ſtrength, ſaith z 
Becauſe thou haſt kept the word of my patience, 
1 alſo will keep thee from the hour of T empta- 
tion, which ſhall come upon all the world, 
&c. Rev. 3. 8, 9, 10. Now in ſuch Caſes, 
or in others of a like nature, it would not 
be good for them which are ſo removed, to 
have their lives longer continued to them; 
but it is profitable for them to be taken 
away, Iſa. 57. 1, 2. 
3. Sometimes pious men are taken out of 
this world, as a gractoxs reward ol their more. 
* Eminent 
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Eminent piety, and abundant goodnefs 
that is found with them, above what is 
found with others. As by reaſon of the 
great and more hainous wickedneſs, com- 
mitted by ſome evil men, their iniquity 
is more ſpeedily full; and they ate in judg- 
ment untimely cut off, even before they heave 
lived out half their days, Pſal. 55. 21. Eccl. 
9. 17. So alſo on the other hand, ſome pi- 
eus perſons may in much mercy to them- 
ſelves be removed, and taken out of this 
world into « better, before old age and de- 
erepid years come upon them. Thus Enoch 
was the ſborreſt liver by far of all, mention- 
ed in Gen, 5, But the very reaſon of his 
being ſo carly removed from hence was, his 
 fignal and more abundant pery and goodneſs : 
Enoch walked with God, and he was not for 
God took bim, Gen. 5. 22, 24. with Heb. 11. 
5, 6. To which things I ſhall not, though 1 
might, further enlarge. 

But to conclude this particular, as I have 
ſaid, ſo again I ſay, godlineſ; hath the promiſe 
of this life, of the life it ſelf ; namely, of 
the continuance thereof ; while the only wiſe 
God judges it good and profitable for them, 

a. And in order to the preſervation and 
continuance of this natural life, while it ma 
be uſeful and good for them, godlineſs hat 
the promiſe of neeaful proviſion, for them that 
| . ſincerely 
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fincerely exerciſe themſelves thereunto ; and 
are diligent in their lawful vocation, Trade, 
or way ofImployment. Indeed, God out of 
his general mercy and _ doth provide 
for A man-kind, during the day vf his grace 
and patience : the Loyd is good to all, and 
bu tender mercies are over all his works, for 
the good of mankind, P/a/. 145. 8, 9, 17. 
He giveth food to all fleſh, for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever, Pſal. 136. 25. He maketh bis 
Sun to Riſe upon the evil, as well as upon the 
good + and be is kind to the wnthankful, and 
ro the evil, Mat. 5. 44. 45, 48. Luk. 6, 35, 
36. He left not himſelf without witneſs to- 
wards the Heathen, but did them good, and 
gave them rain from heaven, and fruitful ſea» 
Jens, filling their hearts with food and gladneſs, 
Act. 14. 16, 17 and chap. 17. 24, 28. But 
now, as with reſpect to them that ſerve him 
acceptably, with reverence and Godly fear, 
he provides for them, as for his children, in 
an eſpecial confideration ; and as Heirs of his 
Covenant and promiſes. The Lord is gra- 
cious, and full of compaſſion. He bath gin- 
en meat to them that fear him, be will ever 
be mindful of his Covenant, Pal. 111. 4, 5 
And it was David's obſervation, when he was 
grown into years, that God did always pro- 
vide, what was good for the righteous ; 7 
have been young, faith he, and now am 7 
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yet have I never ſeen the righteous forſaken, ner 
his ſeed begging bread, He in ever merciful & len- 
deth, and bus ſeed is in the bleſſing, Plal. 37. 25, 
26, 27. And when the ſame holy Prophet, 
ronounceth the bleſſedneſs of the truly God- 
4 perſon, ſaying ; bleſſed is the man that 
eareth the Lord, that delighterh greatly in 
bis Commandements : he then gives us to un- 
derſtand, that this is a part of his bleſſed- 
neſs, namely, wealth and riches ſhall be in 
bis bouſe, &c. Pſal. 112. 1, 3. Prov. 22. 4. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that God hath 
not promiſed to them that walk uprightly 
before him, an abundance of outward and 
worldly good things ; or ſuch a fulneſs as ſome 
others enjoy, out of kis general goodneſs 
and kindneſs, who have their portion in this 
life ; and whoſe bellies God filleth with his 
hid treaſure, as Pſa!. 17. 14. But that Com- 
petency which he gives them, with his bleſ- 
ſing, is better then the whole world without 
it. (And indeed, as our bleſſed Saviour faith, 
4 mans life conſiſteth not in the abundance of 
the things which be poſſeſſetb, Luk. 12. 15.) 
A little that 4 rightcons man bath, is better 
then the riches of many wicked, Pal. 37. 16. 
Better is @ little with the fear of the Lord, 
then great treaſure, and trouble therewith. 
Better it a dinner of herbs where love it, (how- 
ever, where men are in the well pleaſed love and 
| favour 
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favour of God;) then «4 ſtalled Oxr, and ha- 


tred therewith. Better 11 little with righte- 
ouſneſs, then great revenues without right, Prov. 
15. 16, 17. and chap. 16. 8. And he hath 
aſſured them, that they that ſeek and ſerve him, 
ſhall not want any thing that is really good 
and profitable for them, Pſal. 34. 8, g, 10. 
and 84. 10, 11, 12. 

And ſuch Promiſes are not only propoun- 
ded and aſcertained to the Fearers of the 
Lord, before the coming of the Son of God 
into the world ; but ſince that time alſo" 
Our Saviour doth not only direct his 3 
thus to pray to their Father which is in hea- 
ven, to wit, Give ut this day our daily bread, 
Mat. 6. 11. But alſo in the ſame chapter; 
gives them this aſſurance and encouragment 
Seek ye firſ® the Kingdom of God, and biz 
righteonſneſ;: and all theſe things ſhall be ad- 
ded to you: to wit, what ye ſhall cat, and 
what ye ſhall drink, and wherewith ye ſhall 
be cloathed. And ſo, whatſoever your heg- 
venly Father knoweth ye have need of, ſhall 
be given to you. And this is propounded 
to them, that they might have their con- 
verſation without covetouſneſs and careful- 
neſs, Mat. 6. 31, 32, 33. Lok. 12. 29, 31, 
32. So the Apoſtle faith, having ford and 
raiment, let ws therewith be content, This 
we ſhall have, in leading our lives in God- 
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ſineſs and honeſty.) Bur they that will bd 


rich fall into temptation, and a ſnare, and in- 
to many fooliſh and hurtful lufts, which drown 
een indeftruttion and perdition. For the love 
of money 1s the root of all evil, 1 Tim. 6, 
6,7, 8, 9, 10. And again he ſaith to the be- 
lieving Hebrews let your converſation be with- 
ont Covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch 
things as ye have : for be hath ſaid, I will ne- 
ver leave thee, nor forſake thee : ſo that we 
may boldly ſay, the Lord it mine helper, and 
I will not fear what man ſhall do ume me, 
Heb. 13. 5, 6. with Deut. 31. 1, 6. 

Tea, there are Promiſes and aſſurances 
given to them, that he will take care of, 
and provide for, his faithful ſervants, in 4 
time of ſcarcity and want; when he orders 
eleaneſs of Teeth in thoſe quarters, or Na- 
tions, in which God hath bonnded their Ha- 
bitations, 7ob 5. 20, 22. Behold, (faith the 
Pſalmiſt, attend to, and minde this dili- 

tly) the eye of Jehovah u wpen them that 
Fo him, upon them that hope in bis mercy : 
To keep them alive in famine, Plal, 33. 
18, 19. They ſhall not be aſhamed in the 6 
vil time; and in the days of famine they ſhall 
be ſatisfied; they ſhall have enough to hold 
their ſouls in life withall, Pſal. 37. 19, 2x. 
The Lord will not ſuffer the ſoul of ihe vie 
vn, (to wit, them, or their perſons) # 
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famiſh : but be caſteth away the ſubſtance of 
the wicked, Prov. 10. 3. And in ſuch times, 
in times of death and famine, he hath won- 
derfully and Marvelloully taken care of, and 
kept alive, ſuch as waited upon him, and 
walked before him, in former days: and 
with him is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of 
| turning, Gen. 12. 10. and chap. 26. 1. and 
chap. 42. 5. But no more to that particular. 
3. Godlineſs is ptofitable, having alſo-the 
promiſe of the life that now it, as to God's 
| ſpecial and gracious protection and ſalvation, 
from all ſuch dangers aad troubles, as tight 
| be indeed evil and hurtful to them: be is 
eſpecially the Saviour of them, that truſt in 
; him hefore the Sons of men, and whoſe 
hearts are perſect towards him: dente the 
a Pſalmiſt thus pours out his heart 'befote 
a the Lord, ſaying, ſbew thy marvellous lovin 
ö kindneſi, O thou that ſaveſt by thy right hand, 
them which put their truſt in thee, from rhoſe 
; that riſe up againſ* them, Pal. 17. 7, 8, 9. 
; and 31. 19, 20. His eyes run to and fro 
throughout the whole carth, to ſhew himſelf 
ſtrong on the behalf of them whoſe heart 1s 
| perfect towards him, 2 Chron. 16. 6. Pſal. . 
| 9. 10. They that «well in the ſecret of the 
woſt High, ſhall lodge under the ſhadow bf 
the Almighty. He will cover them with 
his feathers, and under bis wings they ſhall 
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truſt : bis Truth ſhall be their ſhield and buck- 
ler, Pſal. 91-1, 3, 4. Soheis ſaid to be « 
buckler to them that walk_uprightly, Prov. 2. 7. 
And a Shield to them that put their truſt in 
him, chap. 30. 5. The name. of the Lord 
is 4 ſtrong Tower; the righteous runneth into 
it, and is ſafe, Prov. 18. 10. As with re- 
ſpe to them that are wicked, and ſtubborn- 
ly fin againſt God, Salvation is far from them, 
Pfal. 119. 155. Wa. 59. 11, 12. But, fure- 
ly bis Salvation is nigh them that fear him, 
Pſal. 15. 9. Be their enemies then never ſo 
numerous, have they never ſo much power in 
their hands, or on their ſide: (as Eccleſ. 4. 
1) Be they never fo full of Enmity and 
Malice, towards ſuch as are vpright; and 
never ſo full of ſubtilty and cunning -Craf- 
tineſs, to accompliſh their evil and miſchic- 
vous deſigns y_ them, who, out of the 
fear of God, dare not have fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful works of darkneſs : yet they 
need not be afraid of them, with any fear 
of amazement : the Lord of Hoſts is for them, 
the God of Jacob is their refuge, Plal. 46. 
And till he gives their enemies permiſſion, 
they cannot Touch an Hair of their heads. 
And of this the grand-Enemy and adverſary 
of the upright-hearted is aware: hence be 
faith to the Lord concerning Jeb; haſtitbou not 
mad; an bedge about bim, and about * 
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and about all that he bath on every fide? Job 
1. 9, 11. And our Lord Jefus thus ſpeaks 
for the encouragement of his ſincere diſciples : 
Ave not two ſparrows ſold for a farthing ? and 
one of them ſhall not fall on the ground with- 
cut your Father, But the very baires of your 
head are all numbred : (So that not one of 
them ſhall be plucked off, until he give that 
liberty to their enemies. And not one of 
them ſhall be plucked off, but he will miſs it.) 
Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value 
then miny ſparrows, Mar. 10. 299 31. Luk. 
12. 6, 7. with chap. 21. 17, 18. And Ku- 
lers, who are Gods Mimiſters, are not 4 Ter- 
Your to good works, but to evil, Rom, 13. 3+ 4. 
And their hearts are in the hands of the 
Lord; and he will order and over-rule them, 
for the good and protection of thoſe, that 
are upright in their heart and way, while 
it may be for their profit. #y me, ſaith W:/- 
dom, Kings reign, and Princes decree” Juſtice, 
By me Princes Kule, and Nobles, even allt he 
Judges of the earth, I Love them that leve 
me and therefore he will order them, whom 
he ſets over them in this world, as may be 
for his glory, and for their good and bene» 
ht, Prov. 8. 15, 16, 17. And in former times, 
be ſuffered no man to do them harm, but relukeg 
Kings for the ſakzs of his dearly beloved ped- 
ple; when they were few in number, yea very 
few, 


(82) 
ew, and ftirangers in the land : faying, touch 
= mune — and do 7 Pe harm, 
1 Chron. 16. 19, 22. Pſal. 105. 11, 12, 15. 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us 
with his benefits, even the God of our fab 
vation, He that is our God is the God of 
ſalvation, and unto God the Lord belong the 
Iſſues from death, Pſal. 68. 18, 19, 20, 
O let us truſt in him at all times, and pour 
out our hearts before him: for he is a re- 
fuge for us :—— Power doth belong unto bim, 
and alſo with him is mercy, Pal, 39. 16, 17. 
and 62. 8, 10, 12. 

4. Godlineſs hath the promiſe of the life 
that now it, even of all that is profitable in 
this world: and therefore when it is uſeſul 
und needful for them, that exerciſe them- 
ſelves thereto, that they ſhould meet with 
troubles and Tryals here, he will order them 
unto them: theſe may be profitable for them; 
and their Heavenly Father, when he chaſtens 
them, doth not do ſo, for bis own pleaſure, but 
for their profit; (not that they might be rich 
and great here, but) that they might be partes 
hers of bis holineſs, Heb. 1 2. 10,12. Afflictions 
"are for the Health of the Soul: and Phyſick, 
when it is given by this able, faithful, end 
$\ilful Phyſician, is as wholeſome as, yea, may 
de more wholcſome than Food. It i good for 
me, ſaith David, that I bave been afflifted : that 
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is, he doth hereby acknowledge, that it was 
uſeful and profitable for him. And again he 
faith; I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right, and that thin in faithfulneſs baſt 
affiifted me, Pal. 119. 71, 75. © Behold, hap- 
py is the man whom God correfteth : therefore 
* not then the Chaſtening of the Al- 
mighty, Job 5. 17. Blefſed in the man 
whom thou Chaſteneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt 
bim owt of thy Law, Pſal. 94. 11, 12, 13. 
And the Apoſtle, as guided by the infallible 
fpirit of God, gives us this afſurance, to 
wit, Al! that will live Godly in Chrift Teſs, 
ſhall ſuffer perſecation, 2 Tim. 3.11, 12. And 
that the afflictions which he is ordering to 


them, eſpecially ſuch as they endure for his. 


names ſakes, even for the word, and way of 
truth, may be uſeful and profitable for, and 
unto their Souls: Therefore, | 

1. He doth promiſe and aſſure ns, upon 
his faithful word, that he will order afflicti- 
ons and troubles in meaſure; both as tothe 
weight, and as to the continuance of them: che 
remainder of man's wrath, that would net tend 


to his praiſc, in the profit of his people, % ©» 
will reſtrain, Pſal, 76. 10, The Rod of the */ 2: 


wicked ſhall not Reft upon the Lot of the R 


trons, leſ the Rightrons pat forth their hands 
fo Imquity, Pſal. 125. 3. In meaſure, when 
"r ſhenterh forth, thou wilt debate with it: be 
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flayeth his rough-wind, in the day of the Eaft- 
wind, By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of 
Jacob be purged, &c. To wit, it ſhall there- 
fore be purged, becauſe God doth in mea- 
ſure debate; otherwiſe it would conſume, 
not profitably purge : even as a Phyſician 
will do more hurt then good, if his Phyſick 
be over ſtrong ; and may then purge away 
the life, inſtead of purging away the Noxi- 
ous Humours, in order to cure and health, 
Iſa. 27. 8, 9. So the Lord promiſeth, ſay- 
ing, I will not contend for ever, neither will 
I be always wroth : for the ſpirit ſhould fail 
before me, and the ſouls which I have made, 
&c. IWa.57. 16, 19, And to the ſame pur- 
poſe the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. ſaying, There bath 
no temptation taken you, but ſuch as ts common to 
man, (ſuch as is moderate) and God i faith- 
ful (for the future) who will not ſuffer you 
to be Tempted, above that ye are able : but 
will wih the tempration alſo make a way 
to eſcape, (or, give an Iſſue) that ye may be 
able to hear it, Wherefore, my dcarly beloved, 
flee from Idolatry, Walk not in any crook- 
ed path, uſe no indirect, or unwarrantable 
method to fave your ſelves, or to prevent, or 
extricate your ſelves from troubles and e fflicti- 
ons; but tene your ſouls IA. God in well 
dung, 4s wvio 4 faithful Creator. 1 Cor. 10. 
rz, 14. with 1 Pet. 4. 19. 

- 2. When 
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2. When he orders Trials and Sufferings 
unto thoſe that exerciſe themſelves umto true 
Piety, he will keep them frem evil; from that 
which would really be evil to them; from 
the evil deſign of Satan and his inſtruments ;, 
namely, from fin, and from everlaſting ce- 
ſtruction. Evil ſhall ſlay the wicked, and 
they that hate the righteous (all be guilty, or 
deſolate: But, the Lord receemeth the foul of 
his ſervants, and none of them that truſt in 
him ſhall be guilty, or deſolate, Plal. 34- 19, 
22. and 91. 9, 10. He will not ſuffer thy 
foot to be moved: The Lord ſhall preſerve 
thee from all evil : be ſhall preſerve thy ſoul, 
Pſal. 121. There ſhall no evil happen to the 
juſt, Prov. 12. 21. And our Lord Jeſus, 
when he addrefſcth himſelf to his Father, in 
his laſt ſolemne Prayer before his paſſion ; 
though he prays not, that God would keep 
his reall diſciples from perſecution, but ſup- 
poſes they ſhould meet with hatred and trou- 
ble from the world: yet he thus expfeſſeth 
himſelf, I pray not that thou ſrouldeſt rake 
them out of the world, but that then ſhouldeff 
keep them from the evil, Joh. 17. 14, 15. And 
his Father always hearcth him, and grants un- 
to him all his deſires, Fob. 11. 41, 42. 
And the Apoſtle gives this aſſurance unto the 
believers, God it faithful, who will eſtabliſh 
you, and agep you from evil, 2 Theſ. 3. 3. Yea» 
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not only fo, but (as we have ſaid ) he wil 
do them good by all their Afflictions and Tri- 
bolations : and this the Apoſtle confidently 
aſſures the believers of, ſaying, We know that 
all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the Called accord- 
ing to purpoſe, Who ſhall ſeparate us from 
the love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, 
or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or pe- 
il, or ſword ?—— Nay, in all theſe things 
we are more then Conquerours, through bum 
that loved ws, Rom, 8. 28, 35, 37, 38, 39. 
In the moſt ſevere providences he ordereth 
unto them, he doth deſign, and is effecting 
and promoting their benefit and advantage: 
as he ſent the upright in the Church of J. 
dah, out of their own Land, into the landof 
the Caldeans, for they good, Jer. 24. 5, 
6, 7. 

4 He hath promiſed, that he will vouch- 
ſafe unto them his gracious preſence in all the 
troubles, afliQions, and hardſhips, which they 
endure for his Name and Goſpel's ſake; to 
keep them ſrom evil, and from the fear of 
evil; and to comfort and chear their hearts : 
The Lord is my Shepheard, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
I ſball not want---1 ea though I walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear 
none evil : for thou art with me, thy rod, and 
thy ftaffe they comfort me, Pſal, 13. 1, 4. 
When 
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When Jacob was taking his journey, with 
his family into Egypr, (in which land God 
had fore-told Abrabam, that bis ſced ſhould 
be in great affliction for a long time, Ger, 
Is. 12, 13.) then God ſpake unto Iſrael 
in the viſions of the night, and ſaid,---/ an 
God, the God of thy father, car not to go 
down inte E pt -I will go down with thee 
into Egypt, &c. And doubtleſs, this was a 
great Encouragement unto him, and did ani- 
mate him againſt all diſcouragements, and oc- 
caſions of fainting: and this was remembred 
by him, and propounded by him alſo to his Son 
Foſeph, Gen. 46, 1, 4. with chap. 48. 21. 
Exod, 33. 14, 15. And God was as good 
as his promiſe ; for when the children of , 
rael were in very great affliction, and met 
with a Fiery Tryal, his gracious preſence 
was with them therein. And ſo much is ſig- 
nified in that viſio» ſhewed unto Moſes, in 
mount Horeb : where, the Angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire, out” of the 
mid(t of a buſh, and he looked, and behold, 
the. buſh burned with fire, and the buſh (ſigni- 
ſying the Church of /ſ-ael in great Tnbula- 
tion) was not conſumed. But how came this 
to paſs? whence was it, that the baſh, which 
of it ſelf is combuſtible, was not burnt up 
and conſumed ? Surely it proceeded from 
hence, that God was in the buſh *8 proceeded 
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from the good will of him that dwelt in the 
buſh. For when Moſes: ſaid, I will now turn 
aſide, and ſee this great (and marvellous) ſigbe, 
why the buſh is not burnt, Then the Lord called 
unto him out of the midſt of the Buſh, (where 
he was, and dwelt) and ſaid, —-7 a 
the God of thy father, &c. Exod. 3. 1, 2, 
4. 6, with Deut. 33. 16, Dan. 3. 25. 
Thus ſaith the Lord that created thee, 
O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Iſrael ; 
ſcar not, for I bave redeemed thee :---- when 
thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with 
thee, and through the rivers, they ſhall not o- 
der flow thee : when theu walkeſt through the 
ſire, thou ſbalt wt be burnt, neither ſhall the 
ſſame kindle upon thee, For I am the Lord 
thy God, &c, Fear not, for I am with thee, 
Iſa. 43. 1, 2, 3, 5. and Chap. 41. 10, 14. 
But what doth all this concern us, may ſome 
ſay ? God did promiſe his Gracious Prelence 
indee1 with his Ancient people in their af 
flictions; but may we ſuck comfort and en- 
couragement from the Breſts of their conſo- 
lation? Yes doubtleſs we may, it we-be 
Thraelites indeed, in whom is no guile. 
The believers are inflructcd to behold 
Iſrael after the fleſh, 1 Cor. 10. 18, And the 
Apoſtle acquaints us, that this is a con- 
bderable part of the myſtcry, which was in 
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but is now revealed and made manifeſt ; 


namely, That the Gentiles ſhould be fellow- 

heirs, (to wit, with the Jews, of the pro- 
miſes which were, made unto them ;) and of 
the ſame body, and partakers ef. his promiſe in 
Cbriſt by the Geſpet, Eph. 3. 3, 6, 8. Be- 
ing built upon the foundation of the Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets, They are no longer ſtraggers 
and forreigners, but fellow-Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the houſbold of God, Eph, 2. 
13, 19, 20, With Rom. 11, 17. And more 
particularly, as to the buſineſs we are diſ- 
courſing of ; that promiſe and aſſurance, which 
the Lord by Afoſes gives (not to Joſhua firſt 
of all, nor directly, as ſome learned men by 
miſtake atfirm ; but) unto all ſracl ; namely, 
that he would not fail them, nor forſake them, 
in their difficulties and troubles, if they were 
obedient to him: the very ſame encourage- 
ment, the Apoſtle doth propound unto the 
lincere Chriſtians ;, to Wit, for be bath ſaid, 
1 will never leave thee, nor forſake three 
whence the Apoſtle thus infers; ſo that we 
may boldly ſay, the Lord is mine helper ; and, [ 
will not fear what man can do unto me, Heb, 
13. 5, 6. with Deut. 31. 1, 6. Tea, 

4. If they that ſincerely exerciſe them- 
ſelves to true Prery and holineſs, be brought 
before Rulers and Governours for his names 
ſake, he will then ſtand by them, and guide 
and 
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and ditect them by his bleſſed Spirit, what 
to ſpeak, and how to anſwer their greateſt 
and wiſeſt Adverſaries, Fob 36. 7. So our 
Lord ſaith unto his diſciples : When ſaith he, 
they deliver you up, take no thought bow, or 
what ye = ſpeak : for it ſhall be given you 
in that hour what ye ſhall ſpeak. for it is not 
ye that ſpeak, but the ſpirit of your Father 
which ſpeaketh in you, Mat. 10. 18, 20. And 
again, and at another time, he ſpeaks to the 
ſame purpoſe to them, ſaying ; They ſhall per- 
ſecute you, delivering you up to the Synagogues, 
and into priſons, being brought before Kings 
and Rulers for my names ſake.—Settle it there- 
fore in your hearts, not to meditate before 
what ye ſhall anſwer, For I will give you 4 
mouth, and wiſdom, which all your adverſaries 
ſhall not be able to gain-ſay, nor reſiſt, Luk, 
21. 12, 14» 15. And Saint Stephen found 
Chriſt as good as his word, when he encoun- 
tred with, and was ſtifly oppoſed by ſeve- 
ral Few: for it is ſaid, They were not able 
to re ſiſt the wiſdome, and the ſpirit by which 
he ſpake, Act. 6. 9, 10. So when Saint 
Paul was brought before Nero, or ſome in 
Power and Authority under him, and was 
deſerted and forſaken by his friends in this 
eminent time of danger ; he had then the 
gracious preſence and aſſiſtance of him that 
is faithſul, of him that is true, with him. A. 
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f anſwer, ſaith he, no man flood with 
22 = forſock me: I pray God that 
it may not be laid to their charge; notwith- 
flanding the Lord flood with me, and ſtrength» 
ned me : --- And the Lord ſhall delvver me 
from every evil work, and will preſerve me un 
bis heavenly king dome, &c. 2 Tim.4.16,17,18, 
5. And when thoſe that live in Godlineſs, and 
Honeſty, are in Tribulation, be will make them 
inſtrumental for his praiſe ; and cauſe them to 
glorify him in the fires, as, /. 24. 125 14 
Behold, faith the Lord to his afflited peo- 
ple, I have refined thee, but not with ſulver ; 
I have choſen thee in the furnace of aſſuttion, 
For mine own ſake, even for mine own ſaks will 
I do it : for how ſhould my name be polixeed # 
Thereby giving us to underſtand, that he there. 
fore caſt them into the fire, and fornace , 
and thereby refined and purified them, thas 
they might be veſſels for the finer ; that they 
might be to him, for a people, and for « 
Name, and for a praiſe, end for a glory : "that 
they might call on his name, and (then he 
promiſeth) I will bear them I well ſay, «4 
10 7 people; and they ſhall ſay, _ 1 my 
God, Iſa. 48. 10, 11. with, Zech. 13. 9. 
And when he ſent the upright ones into that 
ſevere, and long continued Affliction, and 
Captivity, in the land of the Caldrans, he 


ſaith concerning them, I have ſent them our 
of 
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of this place, into the land of the Caldeans» 
for good, It was — their own good 3 
as we have before noted. But it was not 
onely ſo, but alſo for the good of them unto 
whom they were ſent, that they might ſhew 
forth God's praiſe among them, as Iſa, 43-21, 
And therefore we may take notice that the 
word [their | is not in the Hebrew Text, nor 
in the Septuagint, in Fer. 24. 5. But is put 
in by the Tranſlators. And indeed, the up- 
right ones, in that grievous and ſevere Cap- 
tivity, were eminent inſtruments ſor the glo- 
ry of God, and for the good of all, that were 
under the Government and Empire of that 
great King of Babylon, (which was ſo large 
and extenſive, that all Nations did ſerve the 
King, thereof, Fer. 27.5,6, 8.) As we may 
obſerve in one or two inſtances. Aftet the three 
Worthies had refuſed to worſhip the golden 
Image, which Nebychadnezzar the King had 
ſet up ; and were for ſuch refuſal, by his com- 
mand, caſt into the burning fiery furnace, and 
by God's Miraculous and wonderful Power 
preſerved in, and delivered out of the fiery 
furnace, without any hurt or harm: the King, 
by occaſion thereof, - doth himſelf bleſs the 
onely living and true God : and not only ſo, 
but thus he ſaith, therefore I make a decree, That 
every People, Nation and Language, which ſhall 
ſpeak, any thing amiſs againſt the God of Sha- 
| drach, 


(93) 
drach, Meſhach, and Abednego, ſhall: be cut in 
pieces, and their bouſes ſhall be made 4 dung hal; 
becauſe there is no other God that can deliver 
after this ſort, Dan. 3. 22, 30. See alſo 
ch. 41, 23. Another inſtance of the truth 
hereof was, when that vaſt Empire was Tran- 
ſlated to the Medes, and Perſians; the No- 
bles and Rulers under King Darias pro- 
cured a decree and interdict, to be made and 
ſealed, that whoſoever ſhould aik 4 petition of 
any God, or man, for thirty days, ſave of the 
King, ſhould be caſt into the Den of Lions, 
Daniel, the man greatly beloved of God, 
was preſently found and declared a Tranſ- 
greſſour of, and by this Law. The unwary 
King, though greatly unwilling, is forc't as 
it were to conſent, that Das! ſhould ſuffer 
the penalty for the Tranſgreſſion of that in- 
terdict: be it caſt into the Den of Lyons : 
but God ſent his Angel, and ſhut the Lyons 
Mout hes, that they hurt him not: and he 
was taken out of the Den ſafe and ſound. , Then 
King Darius wrote unto all People, Nations, 
and Languages, that dwell in all the earth, 
Peace be multiplyed unto you, I make a decree, 
that in every dominion of my Kingdome, men 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel; 
for he is the living God, aud ſtedfaſt for. e- 
ver, and bis Kingdom that which ſhall not be 
deſtroyed, and his dominion ſhall be even un- 
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fo the end, &c. Jer. 24. 5. with Dan. 6, 
7, 10, 26, 27. By all which it plainly ap- 
, what Eminent inſtruments of God's 
iſ. the — pious ones have been; 
ol ee Good unto others, when they 
Moe been under great perſecution x and fo 
Aſflicttons and Tryals were profitable wnto 
s in concluſion. And the Apoſtle, 
wri to the believing Philippians, ſaith ; 
1 would ye ſhonld underſtand, brethren, that the 
things which happened -wnto me, have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the Goſpel ; 
ſo that my bonds for Chriſt are manifeſt in 
all the Pallace, and in all other places, And 
many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing 
confident by bonds, are much more bold to 
ſpeak the word without fear, Phil, 1. 12, 
13, 14 
6. And laſtly, as to this matter; God hath 
promiſed, that he will, in due ſeaſon, de- 
liver them out of their Tribulation: and af- 
flictions. And he will faithfully perform, 
what he hath ſo promiſed. The righterows cry, 
and the Lord bearetb, and dels vereth them 
our of all their tronbles,---many are the afflicl i- 
ony of the righteons ;, but tbe Lord delwwereth 
him out of them all, Plal. 34. 17, 19. The 
Salvation of the righteous, is of the Lord ; he 
is their ſtrength in the time of trouble. 
And the Lerd will help them, and deliver 
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them ; be will deliver them from the wicked, 
and ſave them, becauſe they truſt in him, Pſal. 
37- 39» 40. and 91. 14, 15, 2 Tim, 4. 18. 
By all which it doth evidently appear, that 
God will make profitable unto them, and 
cauſe all the afflictions which he orders, to work 
* * ſor the good of them, who are un- 
defiled in the way, and walk in the Law of 
the Lord. 

Thus we have ſpoken ſomewhat unto the 
promiſe of this life, which Godlineſs bath ; as 
to the things more directly appertaining to 
the good and benefit thereof : and "Tal 
now proceed on to what follows ; to 
wit 

2. Godlineſs hath alſo the promiſe of the life 
thas now it; namely, that in exerciſing our 
ſelves thereto, he will, while we are in this 
world, bleſs xs with ſpiritual bleſſings 5 with 
thoſe bleſſings which more directly conduce 
to the life, proſperity, and advantage of 
the inner-man, the moſt Noble and excellent 

art of man. And indeed, what we have 

(peaking of afflitions, and of the proũit 
and advantage of them, is to be underfiood, 
as with reſpect to the ſoul and inner- man 
eſpecially : but having ſpoken ſo largely of 
them before, I ſhall add no more thereto, 
But we may fay, he will now jeſtiſy them 
freely by his grace, throvgh the redemption 
that 
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that is in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 3. 22, 25. And 
he will pour out his ſpirit unto the trucly pi- 
ous perſons; and thereby make their ſoul; 
like 4 watered garden, and liks a ſpring of 
water, whoſe waters fail not ; whuch will ſpring 
up unto everlaſting life, /, 58. 6, 11. 
How much more, ſaith our Saviour, ſhall your 
heavenly father give the holy ſpirit to them that 
atk bim Luk. II. 13. But this is to be 
underſtood of the fir ſt- fruit: thereof; the 
Harveſt thereof is ſtill to be waited for : as 
the Apoſtle ſaith; we our ſelves alſo, which 
have the firſt-fruits of the ſpirit, even we our 
ſelves groan within our ſelves, waiting for the 
adoption, &c. Rom. 8. 23, 25. Even as be- 
fore the children of Jſrac! came into the 
Land of Canaan, they had a firſt-fruirs, as it 
were, of that excellent land, which was the 
glory of all lands, brought unto them in the 
wilderneſs, for their encouragement to hold 
on their way; and that from thence they 
might conceive and conclude, that the land 
of Canaan was a molt excellent countrey, 
Numb. 13. 23, 24, 26, 27. So now, while 
they are in the wilderneſs of this world, 
God doth in ſome beginnings, and in a ſmall 
meaſure, give unto them that live godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus, a Taſte of what they ſhall 
hereafter compleatly and fully- enjoy ; that 
they might Hanger and Thirſt after righte- 
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euſneſu; and preſs toward the mark, for the 
prize which is ſet before them. He is now mer- 
ciful to their unrighteonſneſi, Heb, 8. 12, 
And doth remember them with his ſpecial 
favour, Pſal. 106. 4. Prov. 8. 17. And gives 
them grace for ſeaſonable belp, Pſal. 84. 11, 
Heb, 4. 16. And is filling them with the 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
Chriſt to the praiſe and glory of God, J. 
G1, 3. Job. 15. 1, 8. In raking Chriſt's yoke 
upon them, and learnizg of him, they ſhalt 
find reſt to their ſouls, while they meet with 
various afflictions, and occaſions of ſadneſs, 
as with reſpect to the outward man: their 
ſoul ſhall dwell at caſe, and lodge in Good- 
neſs, Mat. 11. 28, 30 Pſal. 25. 11, 14. 
God is now filling them with joy and peace 
in believing, in the midſt of all the troubles 
and exerciſes, wherewith they are exerciſed: 
and is alſo effecting in them, and quickning 
them unto a lively Hope, and welk-groun- 
ded Expectation, which maketh not aſham- 
ed, of the Harveſt and future inheritance : 
and this Hope they have as an Anchor ef the 
Soul, both ſare; (that which will not break; 
how highly ſoever the waves lift up their 
voice; or how heercely ſoever the winds 
bluſter and blow, yet this Hope will hold 
firm) and it is fledfaſt; (it will not flip, 
for it is centred in Chriſt, that Rock of 4 
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gen, againſt which the gates of bell ſhall not 
prevail ; nor againſt thoſe that firmely abide 
in him.) Yea this Hope, which is the An- 
chor of the Soul, entreth into that within the 
veil; whither the fore-runner is for ut entred, 
even Feſus, made an High-prieſt for ever, after 
the order of Melchiſedech, Heb. 6. 18, 20. 
1 Joh, 3. 1, 2, 3. But we ſhall here add 
no more as to this firſt particular; in which 
the Apoſtle doth evince and evidence to us, 
the great advantageouſneſs and profitable- 
neſs of true picty, holineſs, and righteouf- 
neſs; to the end we may ſcriovſly and ſted- 
ſaſtly exerciſe our ſelves, to the unfeigned 
belief of the myſtery of it; and alſo to the 
fincere practice of it; in ſaying unto us, 
baving promiſe of the life that now is, And 
now, God willing, we ſhall proceed on un- 
to the ſecond, contained in the laſt clauſe : 
namely, 

2. Godlineſs is profitable, having promiſe al- 
ſo of the life that 11 to come : to wit, after 
this uncertain and frail life ſhall have an end. 
In which is intimated to us, that though 
men lead never ſuch pious and good lives; 
though they walk never ſo holily, juſtly, 
and unblamably, in having their converſa- 
tion as becomes and adornes the Goſpel of 
Chriſt Jeſus : yet they ſhall not live here at 
ways; but they muſt depart this life as well 
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as other men. It 5s appointed % men gene- 
rally once to dye, to dye the firſt death, Heb, 
9. 27- What man 1: be that liveth; and ſhall 
not ſee drath ? and ſhall be delrvex bis ſoul 
from the hand of the grave ? Pſal. 89. 48. 
Nor indeed would it be good for them, to 
live here always in this polluted, evil; trou- 
bleſome, and dangerous world : for white 
they are at bome in the body, they art abſent 
from the Lord : but when this life is at end, 
they ſhall then be with Chriſt, and ſhall en- 
ter into the joy of their Lord, And therefore, 
as the preſent life i rbeirs, while it is con- 
tinued to them; ſo death is theirs. alſo; to 
them to dye i gain: the day of death is bet- 
ter to them, than the day of their birth, 
Eccl. 7. 1. To which I ſhall at this time 
enlarge no further, 

But though they alſo muſt needs dyr, and 
depart out of this world, yet in unfcignedly 
excrciling themſelves to Godlineſs, they have 
the promiſe of the life that 1s to come,” As 
things preſent are theirs, ſo alſo are things to 
come, All things are theirs, and they are 
Chriſt s, and Chrsſt is God's, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22, 
23. If in (or for) this life onely, they have 
hope in Chriſt, they are of all men moſt miſe- 
rable, as, 1 Cor. 15. 19. But they have the 
promiſe and aflurance of a ſuture and better 
H 2 liſe 
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life; and are begotten again to the lively bope 

of it, | 
2 now, in ſpeaking unto this laſt clauſe, 
I ſhall deſire ſo to do in this following order. 

* is to ſay: 

Evideme; and-ſhew, that there is a fu- 
* life, a life to come, when this preſent, 
ſhort, and frail life is ended. 

2. What is meant by, and contained in the 
life to come. 

* That Godlineſs hath the promiſe there- 
of, 

1, I Say, we ſhall give ſome evidences; and 
ſhew, that there i & rap” fate to be entred 
pon ; another liſe behdes this preſent, 4 life 
to come, when this frail, vain, and Tranfits- 
ry life is ended and expired and this may 
appear, and be evidenced, in theſe following 
RE namely, 

From plain imtimations, and expreſſions, 
which are contained in the Scriptures of Trath. 
This was more darkly fignified and made 
known in the holy Scriptures, written before 
the coming of our Lord Jeſus in the Fleſh. 
Thus thoſe words ſpoken unto Moſes by 
God in the buſh, to wit, I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God 
of Jacob, Exod. 3. 6. are made uſe of by 
our bleſſed Saviour, to prove «future ſtare 


after this life : For, ſaith be, God 14 not the 
God 
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God of the dead, but of the living : for all 
live wnto him. Theſe Patriarchs, though they 
are dead unto us, yet they live unto him: and 
ſhall be raiſed again in due ſeaſon, Mat. 22. 31, 
32, Mark. 12. 26, 27. Luk. 20. 37, 38 Thus 
alſo, whereas the Prophet ſaith, he will ſwallow 
wp death wn wvittory: and the Lord God will 
Wipe away tears from off all faces, &c, The A- 
poltle Faul proving the Reſurtection of the 
dead; and particularly ſaying, this corrupti- 
ble muſt put on incorruptios; aud this mortal 
muſt put on immortality, &c, He then addes 
the former part of that Prophecy before ci- 
ted; to wit, Then ſhall be brought to paſs the 
Jaying that 14 written, Death is ſwallowed up 
an victory, And the latter clauſe of the Pro- 
phet's forementioned, is cited by the Apoſtle 


| Jobn, when he ſpeaks of the future ſtate of 


ſuch, as were truly Godly perſons, Iſa. 25. 
8. with 1 Cor, 15. 53. 54. and Kev. 7. 14, 
17. and chap. 21. 4. That Prophecy alſo of 
the prophet Hoſea's, to wit, O death,” I will 
be thy plagues; O Grave, I will be thy de- 
fraction The Apoſtle doth cite, when he 
creats of, and proves the reſurrection, Hof, 
13+ 14. With 1 Cor. 15. 55. Thus alſo when 
the Prophet '/ſaiab is ſpeaking of the remo- 
val of the righteous out of this world by 
death, ſaying, The righteous periſheth,—— 
Ang merciful men are taken away, none conſide- 
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ring that the righteous ii taken from that which 
# evil : he then immediately ſignifieth, that 
there is not then an utter end of them} or 
that for ever they ceaſe to be: but he ve- 
ry plainly gives us to underſtand, that they 
enter upon a better ftate, when they are 
hence departed : for he immediately ſubjoynes 
to the former; He ſhall enter into peace, they 
ſhall reſt in their beds, each one walking in his 
uprivhtneſs;, or before him, Iſa. 57. 1, 2. And 
the Prophet Dani:! doth very plainly and 
perſpicuouſly ſpeak of a future ſtate, to be 
entred upon by both good and bad, when 
they by death are paſſed out of this world: 
for he thus prophetically ſpeaks, ſaying, Me- 
ny of them that ſleep in the duſt of the earth 
hall awake ; ſome fo everlaitting life, and 
eme to ſhame and everlaſting Cortempr, And 
by the word [many] there, we may well 
underſtand [all] or che multitude : for it 
doth ſo ſignify in other places of <cripture, 
Dan. 12, 2. with Rom. 5. 15, 19. with 
verſ. 18, Pſal. 32. 10. &c 

And though the life to come, or future 
ſtare, was more darkly diſcovered, or leſs 
c'early revealed, then it is ſince Chriſt came 
a light into the world; yet it was then fo 
plainly made known, that the holy ones in 
the Church of Jſract did firmly believe, 
and confidently expect a better liſe, 1 
pIcy 
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they ſhould depart out of this : and the 
faith and hope thereof, made them willing 
to forgo the delirable things of this preſent 
life and world; and to undergo afflictions, 
perſecutions, and torments, yea and death 
it ſelf, for the name of God, Heb. 11. 
13, 16, 24, 26, And fo it is faid, Others 
were tortured, not accepting deliverance (to 
wit, upon their enemies Termes) That they 
might obtain 4 better Reſurrettion. And others 
bead trial of cruell Mocksngs, and SCOMT gi . 
yea more-over, of Bonds and Impriſonments, Ke. 
Heb. 11. 35, 36, 40 Yea it appears, that 
not only the truly pious ones in that Church 
did thus believe and confeſs; But it was the 
general belief of all among the Fews, (the 
Set of the Saddaces excepted) Ai, 12. 
18, 27, 37. Matth. 22. 23, 33- And parti- 
cularly of the Phariſees it is ſaid, They cons 
feſs 4 Reſurrettion, and Angels, and Spirits, 
Att. 23.6,8, 9. See allo, jobn 11. 24, Att, 
24. 14, 15, 16. and chap. 26. 6, 7, 8, - 

But that there is a Future State to be en- 
tred upon by All, when this Tranſitory and 
Momentany State (hall be ended and deter- 
mined; is much more clearly revealed and 
evidently diſcovered to us, in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, written ſince the coming and appea- 
ring of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath aboli- 
ſhrd death, and brought Life and Immartali- 
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ty to Light by the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 1. 9, 10, 
with Mat. 22. 24, 30. How plainly was 
this declared by our Lord Jeſus himſelf, while 
he was upon the Earth? When, ſaith he, rhe 
Son of Man ſhall come in bus Glory, and all 
the Holy Angels with bim; Then ſhall be 
fit upon the Throne of his Glory; and before 
bim ſhall be gathered all Nations : And he ſhall 
ſeparate them one from another, as 4 Sbepherd 
droideth his Sheep from the Goates, Matth, 
25. 30, 32, 41,46. And again our Lord faith 
unto the Jews : AMarvel not at this, for the 
hour is coming, in which ail that are in their 
Graves, ſhall hear the voice of the Son of Man, 
and ſhall come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the Re ſurrection of Life; and they that 
kave done evil, unto the Keſurreftion of Dam» 
nation, John 5.27, 29. Once more he ſaith, 
cane down from Heaven, not to do mine 
Own Will, but the Will of him that ſent me, 

And this is the Will of him that ſent me, 

That of all which be hath given me I ſhould 

loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt 

day. And this is the Will of lum that ſer 
me, That every one that ſerth the Son, and 
believeth on hun, may beve everlaſting Life : 

And I will raiſe him up at the laſt day, John 

6. 38, 39, 40. and Chap. 11,25. And the 

holy Apoſtles, after the Holy Spirit was te- 


ccived by them in that moſt plentiful effuſion of 
it, 
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it, mentioned in Act. 2. did vety frequently, 
und moſt clearly, Preach through Jeſus, 
the Reſurettion from the dead, AG. 4. 2. and 
chap. 10. 42, 43. And particularly, the Apo- 
ſtle Paw! ſpeaketh thus of his Faith and 
Hope; After the may which they call Hereſy, 
ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers;, Belteu- 
ing all things which are written in the Law, 
and the Propheti, And have hope toward 
God, which they themſelves alſo allow; That 
there ſhall be 4 Reſurreftion of the Dead, both 
of the Juſt, and of the Unjuſt, Act. 24. 14, 
15, 16, And indeed, to this end Chriſt both 
Died, and Roſe, and Revived, that he might 
be Lord both of the Dead and living. For 

« ir written, As I live, faith the Lord, ev 
bnee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall con- 

feſs to God. So then every one of us ſhall give 

an Account of bimſelf te God, Rom. 14. 9, 
11, 12. with Phil. 2.9, 11. And in 1 Cor, 
15. the ſame Apdgltle doth very largely af- 

ſert and evidence, by manifold Arguments, 

that all ſhall be raiſcd again in due ſeaſon: 

And particularly in ver. 21, 22. he ſaith; 

For fince byyman came Death, by man came 

alſo the Reſurrethion of the Dead, For as in 

Adam all aye, fo mn Chriſt ſhall all be made 

aide. But every man in bis own order, See 

alſo, Rev, 20. To this I might further have 
enlarged; but what hath been written doth 
ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently evince, that the Scriptures, do ve; 
xy fully and plainly aſſure us, that there is 
& Life to come; a future State to be entred 
upon by all, when this ſhort and frail ſtate 
is ended. And I ſhall here only add, that 
this is a very conſiderable, momentous, and 
weighty Evidence of the Truth hereof ;; For 
the Scriptures cannot be broken, Aud ut 1 
eaſier for Heaven and Earth to paſs, than one 
tittle of the Law to faile, Luke 16. 17. And 
when the Rich man in the Parable ſaid unto 
Abraham, I pray thee therefore Father, that 
thow wouldeſt ſend Lazarus te my Fathers 
Houſe, for I have five Brethren, that he may 
reſtify unte them, leſt they alſo come unto this 
place of Tormem, Abraham then ſaith unte 
him, They have Moſes, and the Prophets, 
ler them bear them, (Intimating plainly, 
that they gave ſufficient notice of a future 
State; that thoſe that heard them might a» 
void that diſmal place of Torment, P/al. 
9:17. and 49. 14, 15.) And be ſaid, nay 
Father Abraham; But if one went unte them 
from the dead, they will Repemt, And be 
ſaid unto him, If they hear nete Moſes and 
the Prophets, neither will they be perſwaded 
though one roſe from the dead. (And the 
ſame may be more fully affirmed concerning 
them, that will not believe our Lord Jcſus, 
und his holy Apoſtled Lake 16. 27, 29, * 
Wit 
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with Heb. 2. 1, 3. and chap. 10. 28, 29, 31. 
and chap. 12. 18, 25, 29. And ſo much for 
that firſt and moſt material evidence. 

2. That there is « Life to come, a future 
State to be entred upon, when this preſent 
Frail one is ended, is evidenced alſo by ſome 
Inſtances of the Truth hereof, which are 
mentioned in the Holy Scriptures: Thus it 
is ſaid of Encch, That He walked with God, 
and be was mot : For God took bim. Or as 
the Apoſtle faith, By Fauth Enoch was tran- 
flated that he ſhould not ſee death, and was 
not found, hecauſe God trauſiated him, (to wit, 
from Earth to Heaven:) for before bis Trans 
ſlation he had this Teſtimony, that be pleaſed 
God, But without Faith it it impeſſible to 
pleaſe him. Now if there be not a future 
State to be centred upon, when this preſent 
one is ended; and a better Life to be en- 
joyed, by ſuch as plcaſe God, when they 
depart out of this, then Erech had fared 
the worſe for his very ſignal and eminent 
Holineſs : For he was the ſhortcſt liver 
in this World by far, of any of them men- 
tioned in Cen 5. And doubleſs, God remo- 
ved him to a far better place and ſtate, to 
give aſſurance to others, that He i 4 re- 
warder of them that diligemly ſeek bim. And 
this Inſtance of a future Bleffſed State was 
the more conliderable, before the Scriptures 
were 
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were written, that the World might know 
that it is no vain thing to ſerve and pleaſe 
the Lord, Gen, x5, 22, 24. with Heb, 17. 
5,6. And as the Son of Sirach ſaith, Enoch 
pleaſed the Lord God, therefore was be tran- 
flated for. an enſample of Repentance to the 
Generations, Ecclus 44. 16. And again, Vpon 
the Earth was no man created like Enoch: 
for be wal taken up from the Earth, chap, 
49. 14. Thus it is alſo ſaid of Elijah, There 
appeared a Chariot of fire, and Horſes of fire, 
and parted Eliſha and bim aſunder ; and Eli- 
jah went wp by 4 whirl-wind into Heaven, 
and Eliſha ſaw it, and be cryed, My Father, 
my Father, &c. 2 King. 2.9,11, 12, And 
many hundred of years after this, even when 
our Lord Jeſus was upon the Earth, Afoſes 
and Elias were with him, when he was tranſ- 
figured: As it is ſaid, Behold, there talked 
with Chriſt, two men, which were Moſes and 
Elias; who appeared in Glory, and ſpake of 
his deceaſe which be ſhould accompliſh at Je- 
ruſalem. And Peter, James and Jobn, a compe- 
tent number of credible Witneſſes, Saw the two 
en that ſfood with our Lord. And Peter ſaid 
unto Jeſus, Maſter, it u good for ai to be here, 
(or as ſome, that we Remain here) Aud let us 
make three Tabernac les, one for thee, and one for 
Moſes, and one for Elias, &c. Lak. g. 30, 31, 
32,33. Our Lord alſo, who was not in Appea- 
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rance only, but really dead, 7obn 19. 33, 34. 
And who continued untill the third day in 
the Grave, was then Kaiſed again from the 
Dead, in that very individual Body in which he 
was Crucificd, Dead and Buried, Lak, 24. 
33,40. 7obn 20. And unto his holy Apoſtles, He 
ſhewed bimſelf alive after bis paſſion, by many in- 
fallible ws being ſeen of them forty dayes, and 
ſpeaking iof the things pertaiming to the Kingdom 
of God, AR. 1.3. Yea, he was not only ſeen 
of his Apoſtles, but alſo of above five hundred 
Brethren at once, 1 Cor. 15, 6. And after his 
Reſurrection, and after his Remaining forty 
dayes upon the Earth, While bis Apoſtles be- 
held, be was taken up, to wit, inte Heaven, 
And unto his Diſciples two Angels ſaid, Te 
men of Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing wp into 
Heaven ? This ſame Jeſw, which is taken 
wp from you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come in like 
manner, as ye have ſeen him go inte Heaven, 
Act. 1. 9, 10, 11, And ſome conſiderable 
time after this, the Holy Man, and Martyr, 
Stephen ſaw him in Heaven: For it is ſaid, 
Me being full of the Holy Ghoſt, looked up 
= 5 « into Heaven, and ſaw the Glory of 
God, and Yeſus ſtanding on the right band 
of God ; and jad, Behold, ſee the Hta- 
ven opened, and the Son of Man ſtanding on 
the right band of God, And this good con- 
ſeſſion he witneſſed before thoſe, Who gnaſbed 
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on him with their Teeth; and preſently af- 
ter floned him, At. 7. 54, 55, $6, 59. And 
after this again, the Lord Jeſus Apteared 
ante Saal in the way, Ad. 9. 15. and was 
ſeen by him: Hence he ſaith; Am I rot an 
Apoſtle ? Have I not ſeen Jeſus Chrif 
eur Lord? 1 Cor. 9. 1. And faith he, Laff 
of all be was ſeen of me alſa, as of one bors 
owe of due time, 1 Cor. 15. 8. Act. 22.8, 14, 
15. and chap. 26. 11, 16. And himſclf, by 
his Angel, thus ſpeaketh unto St. John, ſay- 
ing, / am be that liveth, and was dead; and 
behold I am alive for evermore, Amen. This 
is a true and Faithful ſaying, And therefore 
worthy 7 all acceptation, Rev. 1. 18. and 
chap. 2. 8. 


So that we have full aſſurance, 
and infallible proof given us, of the Reſur- 
rection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and of his 
enjoyment of an everlaſting and endleſs Life 
in the nature of man, Heb, 7. 16, 17. 

And this Inſtance is the moſt Conſiderable 
of all; becauſe he died and roſe as a Publick 
Man, as the laſt Adam, He by the grace of 
God taſked death for every man: And 
roſe again for their juſtification and is be- 
come the Reſurreftion and the Life, John 
11. 25. He is a quickning Spirit; In and by 
whom All ſhall be made Alive, aſter they are 
dead, 1 Cor. 15. 45. with ver, 21, 22. And 
the very end of his dying and riſing, and 
reviving 
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reviving, was; that he might Lord it over 
quick and dead; and be Judge of all, Rom, 
14. 9, 12, And faith the. Apoſtlc Pan, Ged 
new commanderh all men, every where, to Re- 
pent e Becanſe bt hath appornted a day, in 
which be will Judge the World in Righteouſ- 
meſs, by that Man whom be hath ordained ; 
whereof he bath given aſſurance unto all men 
in that he hath raiſed bim from the dead, 
Aft, 17. 30, 31. 1 Cor. 15, 20, 22. and chap. 
6.14. 1 Theſ. 4. 13, 18. 

And preſently after the Reſurrection of 
our Lord Jeſus from the dead, many other 
Holy Ones were raiſed: As it is ſaid, And 
the Graves were opened, and many Bodies of 
Saints, which ſlept, aroſe, and came ont of the 
Graves, after bis Reſurrettion; and went inte 
the Holy City, and appeared unto many, Mat. 
27. 52, 53. which might be ſome firſt-fruits 
of fulfilling of that Propheſie of Efaias, where 
he faith, Thy dead men ſhall live, together with 
my dead Body ſhall they ariſe, &c. Iſa. 26, 19, 

And Laſtly, our Saviour in the Parable, or 
Story, of the Rich Man, and of Lazarns, 
doth plainly give us to underſtand ; that when 
they departed out of this Life and World, 
they then entered upon another State; the 
one of Joy and Comfort, and the other of 
Miſery and Torment: for it is ſaid, Thebeg- 
gar died, and wat carryed by the he 
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"Abraham's Boſome, The Rich Man alſo died, 
and was Buried, And in Hell be lift up bu 
eyes, bring in Torments, and ſeeth Abraham 
afarr of, and Lazarus in bis Boſome,——— 
Hind ſaid, Father Abraham beve mercy upon 
ome ; and ſend Lazarus, that be may dip the tip 
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue, 
for I am Tormented in this Flame, But Abra- 
ham ſaid, Son, Remember that thou, in thy 
lifetime, recerved"ſt thy good things, and like- 
wiſe Lazarus evil things bat now be 11 
Comforted, and thon art Termented. In which 
alſo is plainly ſignified to us, that Abraban, 
the Father of the Faithful, was then alive in 
his Spirit; and did live unto God; as our 
Saviour alſo elſe-where affitmeth, Lak. 16, 
19, 22, 24, 25. and chap. 20. 38. And the 
Apoſtle Peha ſaith, I ſaw under the Altar, the 
Souls of them that were ſlain for the Word of 
God, and for the Teſtimony which they held. 
And they cryed with a loud voice, ſaying, How 
loug O Lord, Holy and Trac, doſt thou not fudge 
and Avenge our Blood on them that dwell on the 
earth, &c. Rev. 6.9, 10, 11- and chap. 7. 14, 15. 
17. But I ſhall enlarge no farther unto that Se- 
cond Evidence of a Future State, and Life to 
come; but proceed unto the Third, to wit: 

3- The Truth of the former is further 
Evidenced, by the Deſire and Vote of Pi. 
ous and Serious Perſons to be removed 
Out 
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out of this World. I donot mean, or ſpeak 
concerning the Deſire #Prayers of ſome good 
men in a Pallion, or Diſtemper : ſuch an one 
it may ſeem, Elijah was in, when Jexcbel 
vowed to take away his Life : for then he 
requeſted for himſelf that he might Dye, 
and ſaid; It 1 enough O Lord, take away my 
Life : for ] am not better than my Fathers, 
1 King. 19. 1, 4. with Jam. 5. 17. So al- 
ſo when Jenab ſaw that God ſpared Nine- 
reh, upon their ſerious Repentance; It diſ- 
pleaſed him excerdingly, ard be was very angry : 

And ſaid, Take, I beſcech thee, my life 


from me; For it i better for me to dye, than 


to live. And again, wben bre Gourd withered; 
And the Sun beat upon the bead of Jonah, 
that he fainted ; He wiſhed in himſclf to dye, 
and ſaid, It is better for me to dye, than 10 live. 
And God ſaid unto Fonab, doeſt than wvell to 
be angry for the Gourd ? and be ſaid, I do 
well to be angry, even unto Death, Jonah 4. 
I, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9. Job 6.8, 9, 10. and 14. 
13. with chap. 36, 20, 21. 

But I ſpeak concerning the Vote and De- 
fire of Good men, when they were in a good 
calme, compoſed frame and temper of Spi- 
tit. So that Good and Holy man Simeon, 
when he had ſeen our Lord Jeſus, and ta- 
ken him into his Armes; He then bleſſed 
God, and ſaid: Lord, Now letreſt thou thy 

i | ſervant 
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ſervant depart in Peace, according to thy werd, 
c. Luk. 2. 26, 28, 29, 30. And Paul faith 
of himſelf, and of other unfeigned Believers : 
Our ſelves which have the firſt-fruits of the ſpi- 
rit, even we our ſelves groan within our ſelves, 
waiting for the Adoption, to wit, the Redemp. 
tion of the Body, Rom. 8. 23. And again 
he ſaith, For we know, that if our earthly houſe 
of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have 4 
Building of God, an bouſe not made with hands 
Eternal in the Heavens : for in this we groan 
earneſtly, deſiring to be cloathed wpon, with 
eur bouſe which 10 from Heaven. For we 
that are in this T abernacle do groan, bein 
burdened, not for that we would be wnclothed, 
but clothed upon, that AMeortalluy mig be be 
wallowed up of Life. We are „* X 
jog willing, — to be abſent from the Bo- 
dy, and to be preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. 
4. 16, 18. and chap. 5. 1, 2,4. 8. And the 
fame Holy Apoſtle, as with Reſpect to him- 
ſelf, faith, J am in 4 ſtraight betwixt two, 
having a deſire to depart, and tobe with Chriſt, 
which 15 far better, Phil, 1. 20, 23. And of 
the Patriarchs and Holy Ones, in former 
times, it is ſaid, F they had been mindful of 
that Conntrey from whence they came out, 7 
might have had opportunity to have return d 
Zut now they deſire a better Conntrey, that i, 
an Heavenly : wherefore God is not aſbam A 
to 
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to be called their God : for be bath prepared fot 
them a City, Heb. 11.9, 10,1 3,16. Gen. 49, 18. 
And theſe Holy Ones who thus Deſired, 
were not Novices in the Faith, but Eminent 
ones therein: they were P«llar: in the Church, 
as it were; or however, ſome of them were 
ſo; Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles ; and 
ſo, ſuch as were guided by the Holy and E- 
ternal Spirit of God, which ſearcheth all things, 
yea the deep things of God, And by which 
Bleſſed and infallible Spirit they were aſſured 
that there was a future ſtate, to be entr 
upon, when they are departed out of this Evil 
and paſſing world, and ſo Faite from among 
the Children of men; or otherwiſe, it was 
not at all deſirable ro go out of this Life and 
World: For not to be, is next unto, and lit- 
tle better than, tobe miſerable, as our Savi - 
our ſeems to frgnifie to us in Matth. 26. 24. 
Mark. 14. 21. And alſo by this good and 
molt Underſtanding Spirit, they were per- 
| ſwaded to Believe, that the ſuture State that 
good men ſhall enter upon, when they are 
departed out of this World, i; far better, 
j and much rather to be choſen, then that 
j they were then upon, while they were in this 
4 Frail, Mortal, and Corruptible Body : as 
the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, To me to live is Chriſt, 
, and to dye is Gain, Phil. 1. 20, 21. And ſo 
4 purticulatly it is ſaid of that Pious man 87 


12 meon, 
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neon, ſore - named, who deſited to depart out 
. and leave this World and Life, when he 
hed ſeen God's Salvation, which he bad prepa- 
ved before the face of all People ; that the holy 
Ghoſt was upon bim, and it was revealed to 


him by the Holy Ghoſt, that he ſhould not ſee+ 


Death, before he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. 
And he came by the Spirit into the Temple, &c. 
Luk, 2. 25, 26, 29. And when the Apoſtle 
Paul expreſieth the hearty defire of himſelf, 
and of other believers, (which we have given 
ſome account of, and mentioned before; ) 
not that they might be unc lot hed, hut clothed up- 
on, that Mortallty might be ſwallowed up of 
life, He then immediately ſyubjoyns thereto ; 
now be that bath wrought us for this ſelf-ſame 
thing, 1: God, who alſo hath given unte us the 
Earneſt of the Spirit. Therefore we are always 
confident, knowing that whilſt we are at home 
in the body, we are abſent from the Lord.-- 
We are confident, I ſay, and willing rather to 
be abſent from the boy, and to be preſent with 
the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 4, 6, 8. But what we 
have been diſcourſing of, may ſufhce as to 
that third Evidence: And now proceed we un- 
to a fourth ; namely, 

4. That there will be a future ſtate to be ente- 
red upon, when this preſent ſhort ſtate is expi- 
red, appears to be moſt Reaſonable; and enlight- 
ned Keaſonit ſelf may convince us of the va 

an 


0D ww __ tt R F#F JF 2m 


„„ TE 88 


(117) 


and certainty thereof: for when, or how o- 
therwiſe can there be a clear and full Revelars- 
on of the Righteous ſudg ment of Cod; who hath 
very clearly and plentifully aſſured us, in his 
word of Truth, That be will render unte every 
man according to his deeds, Rom. 2. 5, 6. That 
he will bring every work into Judgment, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it be Evil, Eccleſ. 12. 13, 14. Shall ke 
not render to every man according to his works - 
Prov, 24. 12. Pſal. 62. 12. Now if there 
were not a Life to come, after this preſent 
momentary one is ended; when ſhall many 
wicked Perſons reccive the due and deſer- 
ved reward of their ungodly and unrighte- 
ous Deeds? And when ſhall the truly Pi- 


ous and Righteous ones, be made partakers of 
the gracious recompence of their reward? H. 


there be not a future ſtate to be entred upon, 
and an account hereafter tobe given unto God; 
many wicked perſons would appear to be in 
the. 4 
abide without any remarkable change or al- 
te rat ion, all the days of this vain ſhort liſe: 
and many of the beſt and moſt Godly per- 
ſons, would appear to be in the worlt con- 
dition, becauſe they meet with: ſo much Rex 
proach; Adverſity and Affliction in this world: 
as our Saviour hath fore-told, ſaying, Ji the 
World ye ſball have tribulation, Joh. 16, 3 3. Con- 
I 3 cerning 


and moſt deſirable condition, and ſo 
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cerning the Proſperity and Flouriſhing eſtate,of 
Evil and Ungodly Perſons, Jeb ſpeaks very ful- 
ly, unto his miſtaken friends, ſaying, Wherefore 
do the wicked live, become old, yea are might 

in Power ? their ſeed is eſtabliſhed in their ſight 
with them,” and their off-ſpring before their eyes, 
Their houſes are ſafe from fear, neither is the 
Rod of God upon them, Their Bull genareth, 
and faileth not; their Cow Calveth, and caſt- 
eth not her Calf. They ſend forth their little 
ones like 4 flock, and their Children dance, 
They take the Timbrel and Harp, and rejoyce at 
the ſound of the Organ : they ſpend their days 
in Wealth, (or in Mirth;) and in 4 moment 
go down into the grave, This was the obſer- 
vation of that perfect and upright man Job, 
concerning the un-interrupted proſperity and 
fulneſs ot ſome wicked Perſons in his time; 
and yet he had not the Advantage of the Ho- 
ly Ecripturcs as we have. But notwithſtand- 
ing all this; though they did ſo proſper and 
rejoyce in this world; yet nevertheleſs, He 
looked upon them to be really in a very bad and 
ſad condition ; becauſe he believed, that there 
would be a future Judgment, and then they 
would be rewarded according to their deeds 
and demerits: for in the following part of 
the Chapter before-referred to, he ſaith; 
Have ye net aihed them that goe by the way? 
And do je not know their tokens ? That the 5. 
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ed (notwithſtanding all his preſent fulneſs 
and admirable proſperiry in this world) is 
reſerved anto the day of deſtruttion? they ſhall 
be brought forth (out of their graves) ro the 
of wrach, Job 21. 5, o, 13, 29, 30. 
775 73./3, IT, 12, 17, 20. O Lord how 
great-afe thy works | and thy thoughts are ve- 
deep. A brutiſh man knoweth not, neither 
20 4 fool under ſtand this ; when the wicked 
ſpring as graſs, and when all the workers of 
Iniquity do flonriſh ;, it is that they ſhall be de- 
ſftroyed for ever, Pſal. 92. 5, 6, 7. and 37. 
1, 2, 35, 36, 38. 

And ſo, on the other hand, many righte- 
ous ones do now meet with many troubles 
and afflictions in this world; as it is written, 
For thy ſake we are killed all the day long, 
we are counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter, 
Rom. 8, 36. They do paſs through much 
Tribulation and exerciſe in this preſent 
ſtate; and many times Drink of the, Cup 
of forrow and grief: but without all 
doubt, there will be another and better re- 
ward for the righteous ; becauſe the righte- 
ous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, Plal, 11, 7, Then 
(to wit, hereafter) ye ſhall return, and diſ- 
cern between the rightcour, and the wick: 
ed ; between him that ſerveth Ged, and 
him that ſerveth him net; for behold, the 
day comuth that ſhall burn as an oven; and 

bg . all 
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all the proud, yea and all that do wickedly, 
ſhall be ſtubble : ard the day that cometh ſhall 
burn them up, ſauth the Lord of hoſts; that 
it ſhall leave them neither Root, nor Branch; 
but unto you that fear my name, fhall 
the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe with healing 
in his wings, &c. Mal. 3. 17, 18. and ch. 4. 
1, 2, 3. And if it ſhould not thus be, how 
ſhould God judge the world in righteouſneſs ? 
when the wileſt of mere men, to wit, Solomon, 
laith; Aud more-over, I ſaw under the Sun 
the place of judgment, that wickedneſs was 
there; and the place of vighteouſneſs, that 
S!) WAS there: He then makes this ra- 
tional concluſion, or deduction there-from, 
to wit; I ſaid in mine heart, God ſhall judge 
the righteous, and the wicked: for there 1s 
4 time, there (to wit, in the world to come) 
for every purpoſe, and for every work. And 
then the evil and unrighteous perſons, 
who have judged, or acted unjuſtly, againſt 
the upright and innocent, ſhall be called 
to an account, and juſtly condemned for ſo 
doing; how high ſoever they have been 
in Power or Authority here: and the righ- 
teous ſhall be acquitted. and righted by 
him, who executeth judgment, for all that 
are oppreſſed, Eccleſ. 3. 16, 17. with Job 34. 
IO, 11, 12, God's rnightcouſncſs is enga- 
ged, to render unto all men, according to 

their 
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their works and doings; and therefore, be- 
cauſe he doth not do ſo fully now in this 
day, and world, we may ſafely and cer- 
tainly conclude, that he will do ſo in the 
world to come, Rom. 2. 5, 6, 7, 10, 17. 
Seeing that it is à righteous thing with God, 
ts recompence tribulation to them that trouble 
you : and to you who are troubled, reſ with 
us, when the Lord ſhall be revealed from. 
heaven, with the Angels of his power; in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : who ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtruttion, from the preſence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of bis power; 
when be ſhall come to be glorified in bis Saints, 
and admired in all them that belicye, in that 
day, 2 Theſ. 1.5,6,7,9,10. 1 Cor. 15. 19, 32. 
2 Pet. 2. 9, 10. 

5. And laſtly, as to this matter; another 
evidence to evince, that there is 4 life to come 
another ſtate to be entred upon, when this 
is ended and expired: asalſo to aſſure and con- 
firm the truth of the foregoing, and laſt men- 
tioned evidence, is this; that even the Gen- 
tiles, or ſuch as were without the pale of 
the Church, and ſo ſuch as had not the 
advantage and inſtruction of the holy Scrip- 
tures, had, (that notwithſtanding) ſome dark 
and ob ſcure apprehenſions and knowledge of. a 


future 
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future ſtate to be entred wpon, when this 
frail and Temporary ſtate was ended; even 
by the light of nature or however, ſome 
of them had ſo; as is clearly intimated to 
us, and ſignified in the Scriptures of truth, 
Thus it plainly appears in Jeb, and in the 
ſayings of ſome of his friends, in thoſe 
obſcure times in which he lived. Ob, faith 
Job, that my words were now written!“ O that 
they were printed in a book! that they 
were graves with an Tron pen, and lau in the 
rock for ever / for I know that my Redeem- 
er liveth, and that he ſhall land at the lat- 
ter day upon the earth ,, and though after m 
thin, wormes deſtroy this body, yet in my fie 

ſhall I ſee God : whom I ſhall ſee fo my ſelf, and 
mine eyes ſhall behold,and not another though my 
reins be conſumed within me, Job 19. 23, 24, 
25, 27. And as he very fully and clear- 
ly (all things conſidered) declares his faith 
and knowledge, concerning his Redeemer, and 
the bleſſed ſtate he ſhould enjoy, aſter 
his body, and skin, and reins were deſtroy- 
ed, and conſumed : ſo alfo elſe-where he 
very plainly ſpeaks of a future, ſenſible 
being of evil and wicked perſons, after their 
removal out of this world; in the words 
which we have mentioned before upon ano- 
ther account, namely ; Do ye not know their 
Tokens 1 That the wicked 14 reſerved 10 
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the day f deſtruftion I they ſhall be brought 
forth to the day of wrath. Even ſuch wicked 
ones alſo ſhall be brought forth to the day of 
wraths ; as of whom he had ſaid, but a little 
before, They ſpend their days in wealth, and in 
4 moment 7 down to the grave, Job 21. 
29, 30. with verſ. 13. And Elihu alſo ſpeaks 
to the ſame purpoſe, ſaying z Far be it 
from the Almighty, that he ſhould commit in- 
quity \, for the work of 4 man ſhall he render un- 
ro him, and cauſe every man to find according to 
bis ways. And again to the ſame purpoſe 
he ſaith ; For bis eyes are upon the ways of 
man, and be ſeeth all bis goings, There it no 
darkneſs nor ſhadow of death, where the workers 
of iniquity may hide themſelves, Job 34. 10, 12, 
21, 23. With Kom. 2. 5, 6. 80 3. 

who was an Heathen, and lived in Aram, 
or Syria, neet the river Euphrates, Numb. 23, 
7. and chap. 22. F. he very plainly fignites, 
that there ſhall be a future ſtate to be en» 
tred upon, by both good and bad : and that 
the condition of good men, would be ex- 
cellently defirable : and therefore he thus 
breaths out his vote and deſire, Let me dye 
the death of the righteous, and let my laſt end, 
or reward, be like bus, Plainly ſignifyiag 
to us thereby, that he did believe, that 
the end, or reward of the righteous, would 
be better, and more to be deſired, than * 
0 
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of the wicked: and y et alſo, that both ſhould 
dyc, and after that be rewarded, according 
to their ſeveral deeds, Numb. 23. 10. And 
it is ſaid concerning Felix, who was gover- 
nour of a Province under the Roman Empe- 
rour, that as Faul reaſoned, in his hearing, 
of the Fauh in Chriſt ; and therein particu- 
larly, of K:igbreouſneſs, Temperance, and the 
Judgment to come ; Felix trembled, In which 
ts plainly intimated, that he did believe, 
what was declared unto him by the Apoſtle, 
concerning the future judgment, though he 
was an heathen; and his guilty conſcience, 
at the hearing thereof, put him into an 
uneaſy trembling condition, becauſe that 
day of judgment, will be the Perdition of 
ungodly aud unrighteous men; and ſuch an 
one it may ſcem he was, Ad. 24. 24, 25. with 
Fam, 2. 19. Rom. 2. 14, 15. 2 Pet. 3. 7. 
And ſo, it may ſcem, though the Epicurean 
Philoſophers, who denyed all Providence, and 
any future ſtate, and counted the delights 
and pleaſures of this life, their chiefeſt good; 
and therefore might oppoſe the notion of a 
life and judgment to come Though they, 
I ſay, mocked at the Dottrime of the Keſur- 
rettion of the dead; Yet others at Athens 
were more ſerious at the hearing of it, and 
faid ; We will bear thee again of this mat- 
ter; and certain perſons there claus unte the 
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Apoſtle, AR. 17. 31, 34. with verf. 18. 
And though we might have enlarged hereto, 
yet what hath been diſcourſed of, may ſuffici- 
ently evidence unto us, and affure us of 
this hugely weighty and important truth, name- 
ly, That there 15 4 life and world ts come, when 
this preſent life and world is ended and ex- 
pired. And therefore 1 ſhall, at this preſent 
however, adde no more to the proof and 
evidence thereof, 

Onely, by way of Inference from what 
hath been ſaid on this Subject, I may 
briefly ſay, that the ſerious conſideration of 
the certainty of a future ſtate, is very uſeful, 
proper, and cogent, to provoke us all, ſo to 
live in this world, as thoſe that know, we 
muſt hereaſrer give an account of our ſelves, 
and of our actions, unto God, the judge of all 
the earth; and then we muſt receive a-juſt 
recompence of reward, ſutable to our former 
works and doings: O then! how doth it be- 
hoove and concern us all to receive, and hold 
faſt grace, that we may ſerve God accepta- 
bly, with reverence and Godly fear : For 
eur God is a conſuming fire, Heb. 12. 28, 29. 
Our Lord Jeſus now calls upon all, in this 
day of his Grace and Patience, ſaying ; Look 
unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the 
earth; For I am Oed, a juſt God, and a Sa- 
viour, And there is none elſe. And to en- 
force 
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force his call and command, and engage all 
to anſwer and obey it, therefore this is ad- 
ded to the former; I have ſworn by my ſelf, 
the word is gone out of my mouth in righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſhall not return, that unto me 
Knee jhall bow, every Tongue ſhall ſwear ; 
ſurely ſhall one ſay; in the Lord is rig bteouſ- 
neſs and ſtrength, Even unto him ſhall men come, 
and all that are incenſed againſt him ſhall be a- 
ſhamed. In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of 1f- 
rael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. Let us then 
ive diligence, while the day of grace is 
lengrhned out, and continued to us, that we 
ſo receive the grace of God to purpoſe, as 
to fear him, and keep his commandements ; 
for this is the whole of max; his whole du- 
ty, excellency, and intereſt, that it may be 
well with us in the life to come. And it is 
worthy our ſerious conſideration, and obſer- 
vation, that when the Apoſtle Paul, referrs 
to that forementioned prophecy of Iſaiab, in 
which he fore-declares and propheſies of the 
future judgment, in which every knee ſhall 
bow to our Lord feſus, and every Tongue ſhall 
confeſs him Lord, to the glory of God the Fa. 
ther : He then gives ſuch like exhortation, 
as is before-mentioned, to the believers, ſay- 
ing; Wherefore, my beloved 5 —-work, out 
your own Salvation with fear and trembling 
for it i God that worketh im you both ro will, and 
to 
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to do, of good pleaſure, Do all things with- 
out murmuring, and diſputings : that ye may 
be blameleſs and harmleſs: That I may re- 
jence in the day of Chriſt, that I bave not run 
in vain, neither laboured in vain, Iſa. 45, 22, 
23- 24, 25. With Phil. 2. 9, 10, 12, 13, 14,16. 
And as this Holy Apoſtle, gives ſuch 
like counſel to the Believers, unto whom he 
writes; ſo he alſo ſet before them an Imi- 
table example, by his own practice, that 
they might be followers of him: 7 have hope 
toward God, (aith he, that there ſhall be 4 
Reſurrettion of the dead, both of the juſt, and 
ou wnjuſt, And herein do 1 exerciſe 


elf, to have alwayes a conſcience void of ef- 


fence toward God, and toward Men, Act. 


24. 14, 16, And again he faith of him- 
ſelf, and of other hearty Believers; We 
labour, that whether preſent, or abſent; we 
may be accepted of him. For we muſt all ap- 
pear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, that 
every ene may Keceive the things done in 
his own Body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good, or bad; knowing therefore 
the terrour of the Lord, we perſmade Men, 
G&c. 2 Cor. 5. 9, 10, 11. Eecl, 12. 13, 14. 
Lale 21. 34, 35, 36. But we ſhall enlarge 
no further unto this particular, but proceed 
on to what remains, to wit; 
2, We come in the next place to enquire 
and 


(128) 
and conſider, what is meant by, and con- 
tained in, The Life to com, which is menti- 
oned in the Text; now we may premiſe this, 
before we come to ſpeak more diſtinctiy 
hereto : That though in the Evidences before- 
mentioned, we have ſpoken of the future 
ſtate indiſtinctly, and in a general conſide- 
ration: Yet here, in the place we are diſcour- 
fing of, and from, by the Life to come; we 
are to underſtand, that bleſſed and happy 
Elate they (hall enter into hereafter, who 
do now exerciſe themſelves, to ſincere God- 
lineſs, and unfeigned Obedience. And fo 
much is plainly intimated to us in the words 
themſelves, to wit, Godlineſs it profitable an- 
to all things, baving promiſe f the Life 
that 14 te come, Without all peradventure, 
that which is promiſed, and which is pro- 
miſed unto Godlineſs, and unto them that 
heartily exerciſe themſelves thereto, mult 
needs be (as is there alſo ſaid) Profitable, 
and highly defirable and valuable. 

As alſo we may premiſe this, that I ſhall 
not here diſtintly diſcourſe of that Interme- 
diate State, which the Spirits of Rightcan#- 
ous Men made perſect are in, between the 
Death and Reſurrection of the Body; but of 
that which they ſhall enter upon, and per- 
ſectly enjoy in, and after the Reſurrection of 
their proper Bodies, 

Now 


(129) 
Now having very briefly premiſed theſe 
two things; we may ſay in general, that 
by the Life to come, here mentioned, we are 
to underſtand, a full and compleat delive- 
rance from all, that is evil and afflictive; 
and a perfect, glorious, and everlaſting en- 
joyment and fruition, of all that Good and 
Bliſs, which they ſhall be made capable of. 
And as on the one hand, Death - 
hends all that Miſery, Curſe, and woſul 
iſhment, which is the due and deſerved re- 
ward of Mens Trangreſhon and Diſobedi- 
ENCE. 
Thus the Lord at the beginning threatned 
our firft Parent, Adam, ſaying, In the day 
thou eateſt of the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, Thou ſhalt dye the Death; Thop 
ſhalt eey dye, Gen. 2. 17, and fo the 
Apoltle ſaith, The wages of Sm 14 Daach : to 
wit, all Miſery and Affliction, Rom, 6. 2 3. 
and that eternal and diſmal Torment and 
Deſtruction, wherewith they ſhall be puniſh- 
ed and cormented, who know not God, and 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord and Savi- 
our, is called, The ſecond Death, Rev. 2 11, 
and chap. 20. 6. 80 on the other Hand. all 
that Glory and Happineſs wh ch is. aſſuted 
unto, and ſhall hereafter be enjoyed by them 
that exerciſe themſelves unto, and perſevere 
in well doing, is called Life, and Erernet 
| K Life 
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Liſe; and here, The Life that it to come, 
So alſo it is ſaid, This is the Record, thikt 
God hath given unte u Eternal Life, and 
this Life ii im bus Sen. He that bath the Son, 
bath Life : Thefe things have I written 
unto you that believe on the Name © of the Son 
of God, that ye may know, that ye have eter» 
nat Life, m Joh. 53. 11, 12, 13. And concer- 
ning both the puniſhivent of lin, ' and the 
gracious Reward of Piety, the Apoftie faith, 
The Wages of Sin ir Death; but the Gift 'Y 
God i eternal Life, 'throwgh Feſuws Che 
Lord: As in like expteſſions alſo, ae 
had ſpoken in ſormer times, calling the pun- 
iſnment of Sin and Difobedience, Death; 
as that comprehends all Curling and Miſery : 
and the reward of Righteouſneſs and Obedi- 
ence, Life: As that encludes and containes, 
as we have ſaid, al! Bleſſin "8 and Happineſs 
whatſoever, of which they ſhall be made ca- 
pable, Rom. 6, 23. with Deu. 30, 1y, 16, 
I9, 20. Eztk, 33. 11. And fo we may fay of 
all, who continue to exerciſe themſelves to 
re Net 7. 

. Thyt though they myſt needs all of them 
aye. as [wel as other Ae; yet they (hall 
in que fcaſon, be Raiſed again to the of 
reftion of Life, John F. 29. Luk: 1 
They that ure Chriſt's, in a ſpecial 5 oy 
tion, ball * be quickie ut bis coming, "Join 
11. 25. 
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1x, 25. 1 Cor. 6.14. and chap. 15. 23. Our 
Lord Jeſus is the ReſurreRtion and the Life; 
und He hath the Keys of the Grave, and of 
Death, Rev. 1.18, And therewith he will, 


in the proper ſeaſon = the Gates of 
Death, and the Doors of the Grave; and 


will bring them forth that ſleep an him, to 


the compfeat enjoyment, of that Glory and 
Happineſs, Which he hath, by his precious 
Blood, obtained for them, and Promiſed to 
theme and will then give unto them Spiri- 
tual; Powerful, and Immortal Bodies; foyas 
then they Can dye no more, for they are equal 
unte the Angels, and are the Children of Gad, 
being the Chealdren of the Reſurrection, Luk. 20. 
35» 36. For th Corruprible, faith the Apoſtie 
Pant, muſt put on Incorrupt ion; and this raor- 
a muſt * on. Immortality, &c. 1 Cor. 15. 
$3, $5- 59. Then their Bay, which is ao. 
Vile, ſhall be faſhioned into the Likeneſs vf 
the Glorious Body of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 20, 2x. 
2. Eternal Life, by our bleſſed Saviour, 
ir oppoſed unte, and ſet againſt, Condenmati- 
en, Joh. F. 24. and chap. 3. 15, 16- with 
ver, 18. and ſo it doth fignifie, or however 


N enclude ſuſtiſic ation: (for theſe two, to wit, 


. Juſtification and Condemnation, ate very 
.uſuglly oppoſed the one to the other, Row. 

18. and coup. 8.33, $4. 2 Cor. 3. 9.) And 
ide thoſe that now do live Godly and Righ- 
2:41. 5 K 2 teouſſy 
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- teouſly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall, in the World to 
come, of which we ſpeak, be compleatl 
Gloriouſly, and crternally Jaftsfied from 1 
their Sins and Tranſgreſſions, ſa. 45. 23, 25. 
Their Sins ſhall be fully and everlafti 
Blotted out, when the times of Refreſbin 
come from the preſence of the Lord, . 
Now they ate inſtructed and ditected by our 
Lord Jeſus, and need to pray unto their Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, every day, Forgeve 
wi our Sins and Treſpaſſes; for they are dal- 
ly offending and ſinning «gainff God, Matth. 
6. 12. who can tell how oft he offendeth ? 
There is not a Ja man «pon the Earth that 
doch good, and ſinneth net, Eccl, 7. 20, But 
then they ſhall fin no more, but ſhall be juſti- 
fied and cleanſed (as Dan. 8. 14.) from the 
Inherency and In-being of Sin; and they ſhall 
alſo perfectly and for ever be forgiven, and 
delivered from the Guilt of their former 
Tranſgreſſions and Miſcarriages, 1/a. 45. 2x. 
with Heb. 8. 10, 12. He commanded us, faith 
the Apoſtle Peter, to Preach unto the People, 
and to teſtify, That it #1 He (Chriſt) who 1 
Ordained of Gid the Judge of quick anil dead. 
To him grove all the Prophets Witneſs, that 
through bus Name, whoſoever Believeth in hin, 
ſha recezve (in the future Judgment) Ae- 

miſſion of Sins, Act. 10 40, 43. 
3. The - truly Godly and Righteous = 
ons 


4 * 
= - " 


(133) 
ſons ſhall, when they are raiſed again out of 
their Graves, be wholly, and for ever deli- 
vered from the wrath and diſpleaſure of the 
Almighty God: and ſo Eternal life is op- 
poſed unto the wrath of God, by the Baptift, 
when he thus ſpeaketh, He that believeth on 
the Son, bath everlaſting Lafe;, and be that 
obeyerh not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but the 
Wrath of God abideth on him, John z. 3, 6. 
So alſo the Apoſtle doth oppoſe Eternal Life, 
and Wrath, each to other, ſaying ; te then 
who, by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek. 
for glory, He will render eternal Life * But un- 
to them that obey not the Truth, he will render 
Indignation and Wrath, Rom. 2. 7,8. ſee alſo, 
Prov.16.14,15. And fo, they that now arc Pi- 
ous and Pure in heart and way,ſhall then brain 
and enjoy his valuable Favenr, in which is life, 
= 30. 5. yea his loving kindneſs is better 
than Life; than the moſt excellent liſe we 
| can here enjoy, Pſal. 63. 3. Then ſhall that 
promiſe, which the Faithful God hath pro- 
miſed to them, be compleatly and moft-ful- 
ly performed; to wit, For a moment bevy I 
forſaken thee, but with great mercies will I ga» 
they thee, In 4 little wrath I bid my face 
from thee, for « moment but with everlaſt- 
ing kindneſs, will I have mercy upon thee, | 
the, Lord thy Redeemer ;, For this is u the _ 
water. of Noah nite we for a: [ haye ſworn,” 

3 K 3 thay 
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that the waters of Noah, ſha# no more go &' 
ver the earth; fo have I ſworn, that I will 
not be wrath with thee, nor rebuke thee. This 
is the Hernage of the ſervants of the Lord, Ute. 
Iſa. $4. 7, 3, 9, 10. 17. 

4. Eternal Life is oppoſed unto Ever- 
laſting fire, and unto everlaſting punsſbment, 
Matth. 25. 41, 46. And ſo it may fignifie 
the ſame with Everlaſting Salvation : And 
our Lord Jeſus, being made perfect, Became 
the Author of eternal Salvation, unte all them 
that obey bim, Heb. 5. 8, 9. Whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him ſhall not periſh, but have ever- 
lafting life, John 3 IF, 16. and Chap. 10. 
27, 28. They that now run, with patience 
and perſeverance, the way of God's Com- 
mandments, ſhall hereafter, unto all Eterni- 
ty,. be delivered from the dreadful and dire- 
ful effects, of the Wrath of the Almighty 
God, which is to be dreaded and deprecated 
by vs; they ſhall then fully, and for ever be 
ſecured from all Torment, Deſtruction, and 
perdition, J. 45. 16, 17. 

* Everlaſting Life is alſo oppoſed unto Shame,' 
Rrproach, and Diſprace : As where the Pro- 
pher. faith, Afaeny of them that ſleep in the duſt 
the earth ſhall awake; ſome to everlaſting 


Life; and ſome te Shame, and everlaſting Can- 

ape, Den 12. 2. And ſo in that future ſtate, 

auch he Godly ſhall enter upon, they ſhift 
4 


certainly 


ALY 
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certainly and perpetually, be delivered from 
all Tofamy and Contewpt: though now ma- 
times they are a Reproach of men, and 
Apel ky the People; and ate a Ry-word 
Wonen their Nejghbours : and therefore may 
ſay. as the 'Pſalm/t doth; Thou baſt known 
our Keproach and our Shame, and our Diſhonour : 
—Reproach bath broken our hearts, &c. 
Plal. 69. 19, 20, yet hereafter, Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting ſal- 
vation; they ſhall not be Aſbamed, nor Con- 
founded, world without end, Iſa. 45. 17. But 
they ſhall then obtain, and be made parta- 
kers of everlaſting Glory, and immortal Ho- 
nour, ugto which they are now called by the 
Goſpel, When Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall 
rar, then ſhall ye alſe appear with him in 
a, Col. 3. 1, 4. Then, ſaith our Lord 
Jeſus, hall the Righteens ſhine forth. as the 
Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father; who bath 
ears to hear, let him hear, Matth. 13. 44. 
2 Tim. 2, 10. For their former Shame, they 
ſhall then have double Glory, /. dl. 7. 
And again ; Eternal life is ſometimes op- 
poſed unto the Place of Torment, into which 
the unrighteous and unholy (hall. go; and 
in which will be Weeping, and Vailing, and 
Gnaſhing of teeth, Mark. 9. 43, 46. Andifo 
alſo it is oppoſed unto Argh, and diſmal 
Grief, Which is the cffeck of the Wrath and 
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Indignation of the moſt Righteous Judge 
Rom, 2. 7. with ver. 8, 9. And they that now 
lead their lives in fincere Piety, and Ho- 
neſty, ſhall hercafter be delivered from all oc- 
caſions of weeping, and wailing ; and ſhall be 
made partake te of everlaſting Joy, Gla 

and Conſolation: «s the Lord, by the Pro- 
phet, gives us o uncerſtand, ſaying ; The Re- 
deemed of the Lord ſhall return, and come with 
mping unte Zion, and everlaſting 40 [ be 
— 1 ir Heads: they ſhall — 2 
and Foy, and Sorrow and Mourning ſhall 
flee away, Iſa 35. 10. and chap. F1. 11. 
Light 1s now ſown for the Righteous, and 
Gladneſ: for the upright in heart, Pſal. g7. 
11, 12. And even now, while as their need 
requires, they are in heavineſs, through ma- 
nifold Temptations ; yet believing in Chriſt 
Jeſus, whom now they ſee not, they rejoyce 
with joy unſpeakable and full of Glory : 
they greatly rejoyce in that Salvation, rea- 
dy to be revealed in the laſt times, 1 Pet. 
1. 3, 6, 8, 9. But their preſent joy is not 
without mixture of ſorrow; They now re- 
joyce with trembling, Hab. z. 16, 18, And 
their joy is not compleat, becauſe it is in un- 
ſcen things: but hereafter, God will wipe 4 
way all tears from their eyes > and there 

be no more ſorrow, ner crying : for the former 
th are paſſed A. And he that fate 


upon 
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upon the Throne ſaid unto me, faith St. 
Fobn, Write, For theſe words are true and faith- 
ful, Rev. 21. 1, 4, 5. And then they ſhall for 
evermore, Reap that Harveſt of unmixed joy 
and light, which is now ſown for them : they 
ſhall enter into the joy of their Lord : when 
they are abſent from the Body, they ſhall be 
preſent with the Lord ; and ſhall for ever be 
in his Bleſſed and Glorious Preſence, In whoſe 
Preſence is fulneſi of joy, and at whoſe right hand 
are Pleaſures for evermore, Matth. 25. 21, 43. 
2 Cor. 5. 6, 8. Rev. 22. 4. And it now they 
greatly rejoyce, in hope and expectation of 
the Glory of God, which now they ſee not, 
nor ſully enjoy, Nom. 8. 24, 25. what will 
their joy and rejoycing be, when they have 
a compleat, glorious, and never-ending en- 
joyment and fruition, of what they now in 
this day, longingly and patiently expeR and 
wait for ? 

5. Sometimes Eternal life is declared to 
conſiſt in the Knowledg of God, and of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : as our Lord gives us to 
underſtand, ia his Addreſs to his Father, ſay- 
ing unto Him; This is life Eternal, that 
they know thee the only true God, and Yeſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, John 17. 2, 3. with 
1 John F. 20, 21. Indeed, that imperſect 
and ſmall knowledge of God, and Jeſps 
Chriſt, which they now have, while they are 
abſent 
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abfent from the Lord, is very ſweet and de- 
lghtful : Ady Son, ſaith the Wiſc-man, eat they 
honey, becauſe tt 11 Good, and the honey combe 
which 1s ſwees wpen thy palate : ſo ſhall : 

ledge of Wiſdom be uma thy ſoul, when than baſt 
fownd it, Frov. 2. 10. and chap. 24. 13, 14, 
It is called, The light of the knowledge of, the 
glory of God, 2 Cor. 4. 4, 6. And Light, 
and Underſtanding, and Excellent Wiſdom, 
are put together, Dan x. 11, 14. to figni- 
he, that what Light is to the outward man, 
knowledge and wiſdom is to the Inner, e- 
ven to the ſoul: And truly the light in feet ; 
and a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes to behold 
phe. Sun, Eccl. 11. 7. But if that very ſmall, 
ard little meaſure of knowledg and under- 
ſtanding, which the Saints now partake of, 
be ſo grateful and pleaſant ; how ſweet, ſa» 
tisfaCtory, and raviſhing will be the perſeck 
and compleat knowledge they ſhall. enjoy, 
and be made partakers of, in the future (tate 
they ſhall enter upon ! We now know in part, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, and we Propbecy mn part; 
But when that which 1s perfect is come, then 
that which is in part ſhall be done away. 
For now we ſee through 4 glaſs dark, but 
then face to face, Now I kuow in part, but 
then ſhall ,] know, even 4s alſo I am, known, 
1 Cor, 13. 9, 10, 12. And through the pre- 
ſeng perſect fight and knowledg of. our 


Lord 


know: 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall alſo be com- 
conformed to his moſt excellent Image 
and Likeneſs, which is now effected in part, 
h the imperfeRt ſight of him: as it 
is fai; We all with open face, beholding as 
in 4 glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the ſame Image, from glory to glory, e- 
ven as by the Sperit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 12, 
18, But when they ſhall behold him with- 
out a glaſs, when they ſhall ſee him eye to 
eye, (as Iſa. 52- 8.) they ſhall then be per- 
ſectly made like unto him. To this purpoſe the 
Apoſtle Fobn ſpeaks to the believers, ſaying ; 
Now are we the Sons of God, and it doth 
not yer appear (to wit, to themſelves ful. 
ly) what we ſhall be: But we know that when 
be ſhall appear, we ſhall be like bim for we ſhall 
ſee him as be 1, 1 John 3. 2, 3. Matth, 5; 8. 
Iſs." 33. 15, 16, 17. 

6,” Sometimes by the life to come, is meant, 
that Kingdome, or reigning ſtate, that -is 
propoſed to and ſet before us in the Goſpel, 
to move and Excite us to exerciſe our ſelves, 
ſeriouſly and conſtantly, to Godlaxeſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs ; and which Crown of Glory, they 
ſhall undoubtedly receive, who run the ways 
of Gods commandments, with diligence and 
perſeverance : Thus whereas in two verſes in 
Mark, 9. we have theſe expreſſions, ufed 
by our Lord Jeſus, Ur i better for bes 10 
enter 


* 
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enter into life In another verſe, in the ſame 
place, it is thus expreſſed; It i better 
for thee to enter into the Kingdome of God, 
c. verſ. 43, 45. with verſ. 47. Thus alſo 
it is ſaid of them, which receive the abun- 
dance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſ- 
neſs, that they ſhall reign in life by one, Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Rom. 5. 17. And the Fatere life, 
the life to come, which is promiſed to the 
unfeigned believers, is called, The Crown of 
life : ſo it is ſaid, When be is tried, he ſhall recevve 
the Crown of Lafe (elſe-where called by the 
ſame Apoſtle, The Kingdom) which the Lord 
hath promiſed unto them that love um, Jam. 1. 12. 
with chap. 2. 5. And our Lord faith unto the 
Angel of the Church in Smyrne, Be thou faith- 
fal unte the drath, and I will give thee 4 
Crown of life, Rev. 3. 10. And fo, this is 
contained in the future life, which is pro- 
miſed unto Godlineſs, that they that now 
hear Chriſts voice, and follow him,ſhall then be 
exalted to inherit a Kingdome, Luk. 12.32. As 


the holy ones confeſs, to the praiſe of the Lam 


that was ſlain,ſaying, Thou haſt made ut unto our 
God Kings and Prieſti, and we ſhall Reign on the 
earth, Rev. 5.9, 10. Rom. 2. 9,10, And they 
ſhall Reign for ever and ever, Rev. 22. 5. 

7. And laſtly, ſometimes life, and crernal 
Er, are oppoſed to Corruption, and Mortal 


ty : thus the Apoſtle ſaith, That Adortaluny wy - 
8 e 
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And life 18 joyned with Immortality, 2 Tim. 
1. 10, And ſo it ſignifies, an endleſs life ; 
and therewith an everlaſting deliverance 
from all wrath, death, pain, puniſhment, ene- 
mies, ſhame, weeping and grief, &c. And an 
eternal enjoyment and policfion of all Glory, 
Honour, Peace, Joy, and compleat bliſs and 
happineſs : as we have intimated all al 

in what we have written; and as is alſo im- 
ported to us in the very Phraſe of everlaſting, 
or eternal life, Heb. 7. 16, Pfal. 133. 3. 
and 36. 7, 5. 

Thus 1 have given ſome ſhort and very im- 
perfect account, of what is meant by and con- 
tained in, the life ro come, of which Godlineſs 
bath the promiſs ; of which the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves have, not — — but alſo Pre- 

beſied in part, in thoſe excellent things f; 

— and — by them: and — 1 — 
ſhould ſuch a Child in underſtanding as I am, 
do otherwiſe then darken it, by words with- 
out knowledge ? 1 Cor. 13. 9, 12, 1 Fob. z. 
1, 2, Iſa. 64. 4. with 1 Cor, 2. 9, 10, Pſal. 
31. 19. And we ſhall hereafter ſee cauſe, to 
uſe the words of the Queen of Sheba, con- 
cerning this eternal life and Salvation : name- 
ly, It was 4 true report that we heard of it 
from the wy _— and Apoſtles : How- 
beit,. ——B , the half was not told ns by 


them ; 


be ſwallowed wp of life, 2 Cor. 5. 4. Gal. 6. 8. 
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them; this life and immortality exceed: thi 
ſame which we have heard of it, 1 King. 10. 
6, 7, 8. But no more to that, | 
We come in the laſt place to evidence 
and (hew, that Godlsneſc hach, and thoſe that un 
ſeignedly and preſeveringly exercyſe themſelves 
thereto, have the — 5 alſo of the life wy 
come; of this moſt excellent, defirable, and 
eternally happy and bleſſed ſtate 5 of which 
we have before given ſome broken, iniper- 
fect, and brief account, To this. purpoſe the 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, in the preſence of King 
Agrippa, and ſome other great perſons, ſay- 
ing; And now I ſtand, and am judged for the 
hope of the promiſe, made of God unto our Fa- 
thers : (to wit, the promiſe of @ bleſſed and 
joyful reſurrection — the dead; and of 
an everlaſtingly happy ſtate aſter werds, 
which was made unto Alrabam, Iſaac, and 
Tacob, &c, Gen. 22. 7. Exod, 3. 6. with 
Luk. 20. 35, 36, 38. At. 24. 14, 16, Heb, 
11, 9, 10, 13, 16, Unto which promiſe,ſaith he, 
our twelve Tribes, inſtantly ſerving God d 
and night, hope to come. (Intimating, that they 
rightly judged and concluded, that no per- 
ſons could enjoy the compleat benefit of that 
promiſe, made unto the Fathers, but ſuch «s 
were ſincetely pious, and devout perſons ; 
ſuch as walked in the ſtepy of the Faith of 
our Father Abraham : And therefore they did 
inſtantly, 
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inſtantly, and conſtantly ſerve God, in holi- 
neſs and righteouſneſs z that they might en- 
joy the benefits and bleſſings of that promiſe.) 
Att. 26. 6, 7, 8. Pſal. 11g. 166. To the 
ſame-purpoſe alſo the Apoſtle James, ſpeak- 
ing concerning them that were Kuh in faiib, 
though poor in this world, faith of them, 
that they are Heirs of that Kingdaty mbich 
God hath promiſed unto them that love, him, 
Jam. 1. 12. and ch. 2. 5. And the Apoftle 
John, wtiring unto them that did belicye. in 
the name of the Son of God, in general, ſaith; 
Let that therefore abide in you, which, ye have 
heard from ibe begining: If that which ye 
bave heard from the beginning, ſhall remain in 
you, ye alſo ſhall continne in the Son, and in 
the "Father. And thu u the promiſe that be 
bath promiſed us, even eternal life, 1: Joh. 2. 
24, 25, Rev. 2. 7, 10, 11. and chap..-22, 
12, 14. This promiſe, as we have ſaid be- 
fore, is conditionally propounded and aſſu- 
red unto all, however, where the Goſpel of 
Chriſt is 'plainly taught and proclaimed: ; 
that upon their performing the conditions of 
the New- Covenant, by the help and alliſt- 
ance of the blefſed ſpirit of God, (which he 


will not be wanting to give them preven- 


tingiy) they might be made partakers of the 
blefinps, therein aſſured and promiſed : Fer 
ſo G loved rhe world, (of fallen, dane, 

ä ind) 
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kind) that be gave bis onely begotten Son; 
(namely, to be the Saviour of it) That who- 
ſerver (of the world) believerh in him, ſhould 


mot persſh, but bave everlaſting life, Joh. 3. 


I4, 15, 16, 17, 35, 36. and chap. 5 
40. Iſa. 55. 1, 2, 3. But they onely 


24, 25, 
are the 


Heirs of ir, {now fpeak of adult ones) and 
ſhall affuredly receive and enjoy, the choice 
and everlaſting benefits of it, who do exer- 
ciſe themſelves unto true and fincere God- 
fineſs and Goodneſs ; and continue fo to do 
unto the end of their lives; for they do 
perform the terms and conditions of that 
New-Covenant. To them who by patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, ſrek for Glory, and 
will 


Honour, and Immortality, | 
eternal life, Rom. 2. 7, 10. Hence 


render 
the A» 


poſtle thus mtreats, exhorts, and encours- 
ges the believing Hebrews, ſaying unto 
them: And we defire, that every one of you 
do ſhew the ſame diligence, to the full aſſw 
rance of hope unte the end That ye be not 


ſlothfal, but followers of them, who 


through 


Faith and Patience inherit the promiſes, Heb. 
G. 11, 12. And again he faith unto the 


ſame believers, Te have need of patient 
after ye haut done the will of God, ye might 
recetve the promiſes, chap. 10. 36, 38. Bur 
having mentioned ſomewhat to the ' ſame 


e, that 


urpoſe before, in the fore-going part of this 
5 | * * diſcourſe; 
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diſcourſe ; and thereby prevented my ſeif, 
from further enlarging thereto here; 1 ſhall 
adde no more unto it, 

Onely for our further helpfulneſs and en- 
couragement, we may enquire into, and con- 
ſider theſe two things; namely, 

1. Whoſe is this promiſe that is aſſured 
unto Godlineſs;, and conſequently unto them, 
that ſincerely exerciſe themſelves there- 
to? 

2. How is this moſt excellent promiſe con- 
firmed and eſtabliſhed, that we may firmly, 
expect to reccive the bleſſings thereof, upon 
our exerciſing our ſelves to true Picty and Ho- 
lineſs ? 

1. Whoſe is this promiſe that is alſured unto 
Godlineſs ; and conſequently unto them, that 
ſincerely and perſeveringly exerciſc themſelves 
thereto? Or who is he that hath promiſed 
eternal life to the truely Godly and Holy 
perſons? And he is, The living God ; as he 
is ſtyled in verſ. 10. He that lifts up his 
hand unto heaven, and ſaith, I live for ever, 
Deut. 32. 40. That Cod who one ly hath 
immortality, 1 Tim. 6. 16. And him we 
may further conſider : 

1. As a Gracious and merciful God ; one 
who is full of tender bowels of compaſſion 
and affection to mankind, Tit. 3. 4. Jam. 
J. 11, Eſpecially towards them that hear- 
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tily ſeek, and ſerve him: as the Apoſtle alfo 
ſignifies, in what he ſaith of the living God 
in verſ. 10, Namely, that be is the Savi- 
our of all men, but eſp:cially of them that be- 
lieve, His Charity and Mercy moved him to 
promiſe his dear Son, from the beginning of 
the world, to be the Saviour of the world: 
and in the fulneſs of the time to ſend him, ac- 
cording as he had before-promiſed: whom 
he hath given For a Covenant of the people, 
Iſa. 42. 6. Through the tender mercies 1 
God, the day-ſpring from on high viſited us : 
; To give light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and 
in the ſhadow of death, Luk. 1. 70, 80. 
Iſa. 55 3, 4. And he hath by the grace of 
God taſted death for every man, and is 
raiſed again from the dead; and hath by 
his precious blood obtained and ratifed the 
New Teſtament, of exceeding great and pre- 
cious promiſes, 2 Cor, 1, 20, And this ever- 
living and true God, who hath fo greatly, 
and wonderfully manifeſted, the fincerity of 
his love and kindneſs towards us, in ſending 
his well- beloved, and onely begotten Son, 
to be the Fropithtion for our fins, doth ſtill 
keep mercy toward the Heirs of his promiſe ; 
otherwiſe they could not be made parta- 
kers of the bleſſings and benefits of his Co- 
venant. Hence we have frequently fuch ex- 
preſſions as theſe made uſe of in the holy 
Scriptures z 
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Scriptures z to wit, The great and drtadful 
God, who keepeth Covenant and mercy for them 
that love him, and obſerve his Commandments, 


Deut. 7. 9. Neh. 1. 5. Dan. 9g. 4. All the 


Paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto 
ſuch as keep bis Covenant, and bis Teftimo- 
monies, Plal. 21. 10. He retaineth not bis 
Anger for ever : becauſe he delighteth in mer- 
cy Thea wilt caſt all their ſins into the depths 
of the Sea. Thou wilt perform the truth unto 
acob, and the mercy to Abraham, Mica. 7. 
18,20, If God ſhould be ſevere to Mark againſt 
the pious and righteous perſons, the mani- 
fold iniquities and miſcarriages found with 
them, both in their Omitting that which is 
good, and Committing that which is evil, 
they could not ſtand before him, nor receive 
the benefits of his promiſes, Pſal. 1 30. 4, f. 
And as that perfect man Je ſaith, how ſhould 
man be juſt before God (namely, if he 
ſhould enter into judgment with him: for ſo 
it immediately follows;) If be will centend 
with bim, be cannot anſwer him one of 4 
thouſand, Job 9. 2, 3. with Pal. 143. 2. 
And therefore ſuch as are upright in the 
main, need to Rejoyce in, and Implore the 
mercy of God daily and continually : And 
it is obſervable, that David, the man aſtet 
Gods own heart, thus expreſſeth himſelf ; 
F will fing of thy Power, yea 1 will fing aloud of 
L2 thy 
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thy Mercy, &c. Pſal. 59. 16, 17. And again 
he ſaith, I will ſing of the * Mercies of the 
Lord for ever, Plal. 89. 1,4. And when he 
thus ſpeaks of himſelf, in his Prayer unto 
God, ſaying, J have done Judgment and 
Fuſtice; and doth acknowledge himſelf to be 
The Servant of the Lord; to wit, in an ef- 
pecial conſideration; one that did deſire to 
fear his name, and to ſerve and pleaſe him ; 
yet then he humbly and earneſtly Implores 
the mercy of God, ſaying, Deal with thy Servant 
according to thy Mercy, Pal, 119. 121, 
124, 125, and 143.2. And Daniel, a man 
greatly beloved of his God, and an eminent- 
ly Holy man, doth thus addreſs himſelf un- 
to God in his Prayer; We do not preſent our 
Supplications before thee for our Righteouſneſs, 
but for thy great Mercies, O Lord hear, 0 
Lord forgive, O Lora bearken and do, Dan. 
9. 7,9, 18, 19. with /ſa. 64.6. And when 
the Apoſtle Jade gives this counſel and ex- 
hortation , unto the Believers, who were 
Fanctificd in God the Father, and Preſerved 
in Chriſt . Jeſus, and Called: to wit, But 
IF, Beloved, Building np J HY ſelves on Jour 
moſt Holy Taub, prays m the Holy Ghoſt, 
keep your. ſelves in the love of God: He then 
Immediately further adds thereto, Looking 
for the Alercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ante 
Ercinil Life, To ſignify to us; that the 
molt 


qo —- w 1 5 x 3 * ww 


* — 


5 


— 
- 


WW WW DYY &@ ww Y © Wo 9 ww os Yo 


(149) 
moſt upright and holy Ones, do continually 
ſtand in nced of the Mercy of God, - and of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;* and without that, 
they could not have Eternal Life, Jade 1. 2, 
20, 21. Heb. 4. 16, Luke 17. 9,10. The 
Mercy of the Lord is from Everlaſting to Ever- 
laſting upon them that fear bim, PI. 103. 
17, 18. with,52. 8. Where is Boaſting then? 
It is excluded. By what Law? Of Works? 
Nay, but by the Law of Faith, Rom. 3. 25, 
20, 27- 

Yet 1ct none, from what hath been ſaid, 
Abuſe tbe Mercy and Grace of Ged, (as evil 
ones are WO forward and prone to do, Kom.g. 
and chap. 6 1,2.) and cry Peace to them- 
ſelves, Where there i no Peace; For though 
it be certainly true, that God is a God of 
Mercy towards mankind, rich in Mercy, the 
Father and Fountain of Mercies, 2 Cor. 1. 3. 
Epbeſ. 2.4, 5. yet he will not be merciful, 
in an eſpecial conſideration, To any wick-d 
trangreſſors, Pſal. 59. 5. He that made them 
will not have mercy on them; and he that for- 
med them will ſnew them no Favour : I 
mean, if they continue, and go on ſtill in their 
Treſpaſſes, /ſa. 27. 11. Pſ«l, 68 18, 21. But 
this is a very great and conſiderable encourage 
ment to them, whoſe hearts are perfe& with 
the Lord; That he who hath entail'd the Pre- 
miſc on Godlineſs, is one who delights in mer- 
L 3 CY 3 
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cy ; And therefore he will perform the Cove- 
nant to them that keep his Teſtimonies, and 
ſeck him with the whole heart; though they 
be ſubject to Paſſions, and have many Infirmi- 
ties and Frailties found with them; in their 
due and diligent addreſſing themſelves to the 
Throne of Grace, that they may obtain mer- 
cy, in the forgiveneſs of their Sins : Theſe are 
The Veſſels of ſpecial Mercy, which be bath 
preparea unto Glory, Rom. 9. 23 with 1 Tim. 
4. 10. Hence the Apoſtle Paul thus votes, 
As many as walk according to this Rule, Pegce 
be upon them, and Mercy, even upon the Iſrael 
of God, Gal, 6. 14, 15,16, Heb, 8. 10, 
11, 12. 

2. The God whoſe the Promiſe 1s that God- 
lineſs bath, is alſo a God of Ability and 
Power; one who is ſtrong and able to per- 
form ell his Gracious Promiſcs: And ſo he 
is able to give unto the truly Pious Perſons 
now, thoſe things which he knows to be 
need'y] for them, for this preſent Life and 
State: Whatſocver is undcr the whole Hea- 
ven is his, Fob 41. 11. Thine, O Lord, faith 
David, & the Greatneſs, and the Power, and 
the Glery, and the Viltory, and the Majeſty : 
For all that 1s in the Earth, is thine: Time 
is the Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exal- 
ted as brad above all. Both Riches and He- 
Hour Come of thee, &c. 1 Chron, 2911 13. 

Dent. 
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Dent, 10. 14. He can open his good Treaſure, 
and give unto us, out of that, whatſoever 
is necdful and uſeful for the Body and out- 
ward man, as, Deut. 28. 1, 12. 

And ſo alſo the Heaven, and all Heavenly 
things are his, in his hand, and at his Diſ- 
poſe, 1 Chron. 29. 11. Behold the Heaven, and 
the Heaven of Heavens, 1s the Lords, Deut. 
10, 14. Pſal. 115. 16. And faith the Apoll le 
Paul, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath Bleſſed ws with 
all Spiritual Bleſſings, in Heavenly things, in 
Chriſt Feſus, Eph. 1. 3. Jam. 1. 5. 17. Lak. 11.13; 
Thus God in former times, made known him- 
ſelf ro Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, by the Name 
of God Almighty, Gen. 17. 1. Exod- 6. 3. 
And Abrabam glorified God, in believing 
him to be ſuch an one as he made himſelf 
known by his Word to be; namely, the 
Powerful, the Almighty God; and that theres 
fore he could give a Being to his word, and 
and perform the Promiſe, which he had made 
unto him, notwithſtanding all appearing dif- 
ficulties, and unlikelyhoods: So when the 
Lord promiſed him, ſaying, Se ſhall thy Seed 
be; It is ſaid by the Apoſtle, He conſidered not 
bis Body now dead, neither yet the deadneſs of 
Sarahs Womb. He ſtaggered not at the Pro- 
miſe of God through unbelicf, but was ſtrong 
is Farh, giving Glory to God, And being 
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fully per ſeaded, that what be had promiſed, he 
was able alſo to perform, Rom. 4. 18, 21. 
There were ſome (taggerings at that Promiſe 
of God, as to his Ability to perform it, in 
Sara", it may ſeem, for which ſhe was ſome- 
what reproved by the Lord, in his thus ſpeak- 
ing unto Abraham; Wherefore did Sarah laugh? 
Is any bing too bard for the Lord ? Gen. 
18. 13, 14. But no ſuch thing was charged 
upon her Husband, And again when the 
Lord tried Abrabam, commanding him to 
Offer up his Son, his only Son Iſaac, for 4 
Surnt-Offcring, concerning which Son, the 
Lord had thus promiſed, In Iſaac ſhall thy 
Seed be called, Rom. 9. 7. yet Faithful 
Abraham ſtaggered not at the Promiſe of 
God, but did firmly believe, that he was 
ab'e io perform what he had promiſed; 
though in obedience to God, he did offer 
up his Son, Hence it is ſaid; By Faith 
Abraham, when he was tried, «offered up Iſaac: 
And he that had received the Promiſes, fe- 
red up his only begotten Son, accounting that 
God was able to raiſe him up even from the 
dead ; Frem whence alſo he recerved him in 4 
Figure, Heb, 11. 17, 20. And He is the ſame 
God till, and is able to do for us exceeding 
abundantly, above all that we can ask, or 
think, according to the Power that worketh 
in us, Erb. 3. 20, 21. as St. Paul ſaith, / know 
n hom 
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whom I have believed: and I am perſwaded 
that he it able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted to bim, againſt that day, 2 Tim. 1. 
12. 

He is not only able to give us the things 
which ate good and needful for the mortal 
Body, 2 Chron 25, 9. but alſo to raiſe up 
this body again, when it is dead, and laid 
in the Grave, and turned tocorruption, Why 


ſhould it be thought a thing incredible with you, 


that God ſhould raiſe the Dead ? Acts 26. 8. 
Indeed, it might well be thought a thing in- 


credible, and impoſſible, that any mere Crea- 


ture, ſhould effect this great and wonderful 
work; But is any thing impoſſible unto, or 
too hard for the Lord? Cannot he who at 
the firſt Created all things of nothing, raiſe 

up this Body again when it is diſſolved, and 
turned to duſt and rottenneſs, and re- 
unite it to its proper Soul and Spirit ? 
yes, without all peradventure he can do 
it, and will do it, in due ſeaſon. God hath 
both raiſed up the Lord Jeſus, and will 
Raiſe up us alſo by his own Power, 1 Cor. 6. 
14. with Epheſ. 1. 19,20. 2 Cor. 1. 9, 10. 
Though Chriſt was Crucified through weakneſs, 
yer be lrveth by the Power of God : For we alſo 
are weak in him, But we ſhall live with him by 
the Power of God, 2 Cor. 13.4. He is able to 
change and transform theſe vile, duſty be- 
dics 
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dies, into excellent ones; to make theſe bo- 
dies which are corruptible, weak, diſhonou- 
rable, Natural bodies; to become Spiritual, 
Glorious, Powerful, and Incorruptible bodies, 
1 Cor, 15. 42, 444 48, 49, Y3z 54. He ſhall 
change our vile Body, faith the Apoſtle, that 
it may be faſhioned like unto bis glorious Body, 
according to the working whereby be 11 able even 
ro ſubdue all things unte himſelf, Phil. 3. 21. 
Aod ſo he hath power to deliver us from 
the In- being of ſin, and from all our ſpots and 
Faults; and will do ſo perfectly in the Re- 


ſurrection from the dead, Epb. 5. 25, 27. 


He is able to keep the Believers from fall- 
ing, now in this day; and hereafter, even 
in the reſurrection of the juſt, Ts preſent them 
faultleſs before the preſence ef bis glory with ex- 
ceeding joy, Jude 24. 25. Yea in ſhort, He 
is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, who 
do ſincerely ſeek and ſerve him; and to make 
them partakers gloriouſly of Eternal Life; 
as it is before ſpoken to, and in ſome weak 
and imperſect meaſure opened and explain- 
ed. And he hath given his Son, our Lord 
Jeſus, Power to give unto them Eternal 
Life : he hath already given us (mankind) in 
his Son, Eternal Life : hence the Apoltle John 
faith, He that belicveth not God, hath made 
him a liar, becauſe he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son, And this 1s the 


record 
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Tecord that God hath given to us Eternal life : 
and this life it in hi Son, 1 John x5. 10, 11. 
And not only hath he ſo done; but he bath 
alſo impowred his Son to make them parta- 
kers of this Eternal life, who hear hig voice, 
and diligently and conſtantly follow him; 
now in a firſt-fruits by faith, and hereafter 
fully, in the glorious enjoyment and fruition 
of it: As our Saviour in his addreſs to his 
Father, ſigniheth, ſaying; Thos haſt given 
him power over all fleſh, that he ſholld give 
eternal life to as many, 4s thou baſt given bum, 
John 17. 2. with chap. 10. 27, 28. 

Now this is a very powerful and forcible 
encouragement, to encourage and ſtrengthen 
us to expect the performance of the exceed- 
ing great and excellent promiſes, which he 
hath made unto Godlinefs ; and ſo unto us, 
upon our ſincerely exerciſing our ſelyes there- 
unto; and patiently continuing ſo to do; 
that he who hath promiſed, is a God of infi- 
nite and eternal power; and ſo able, to ac- 
compliſh whatever he hath promiſed, If men 
make promiſes, and intend really to per- 
form them, yet there may be, and often- 
times is, a failure found with them therein ; 
becauſe though their wills and purpoſes, be 
never ſo ſtrong and firm, yet their Hand 
and Power, is very ſhort and weak: But it 
is not ſo with the Lord our God; his Hand 
is 
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is not ſhortned at all, but Power doth be- 
long unto him, as well as with him is Mercy. 
Pſal 2. 11, 12. 1 thine band ur there not 
Power and Mitht, ſo that none is able to with- 
Hand thee ? 2 Chron. 20. 6.+ He that hath 
made theſe Promiles te Godlineſs [and unto 
them that ſiacerel exctciſe themſelves there- 
to, who walk before him, and are perfect) 
is, the Lord Almighty, Cen. 17. 1, 8. 2 Cor. 
6. 10, 13, with Chap. 7. 1. 

3. be who bath entaiPd the promiſe 
on Godlwmiſs, is alſo a God of Righteouſneſs 
and Truth, and who will therefore undoubt- 
tedly perform his good word: he is abur- 
dan im Goodniſs and Truth, Exod. 34. 6. 
Thus when Aﬀoſes ſaith, / will publiſh the 
N ame of the Lord ; he preſently thus pro- 
Claims it, He 1 the Rock, his work 15 perfect, 
for all bis ways are Judgment: 4 God of 
truth, and without miquity, juſt and right 
1 he, Deut 32. 3, 4. And he thus ſpeaks un- 
to /ſracl, ſaying: Know therefore that the Lord 
thy God be 1s God, tht fanthfal God, that 
keepeth Covenant and Mercy with them that 
love bim, &c. Deut. 7. 9, 11. And thus, 
in due ſcaſon, he evidenced himſelf ro be, 
in accomplishing that promiſe, which he made 
unto his ancient people, in bringing them 
into, and poſſ ſſing them of, the Typical reit, 


the land of Canaan: Hence it is ſaid, Thr 
Lord 
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Lord gave them reit round about, according 
to all that he ſwear unto our Father: : there 


failed not ought of any good thing, which the 


Lord had ſpoken unte the houſe of Iſracl; all 
came to paſt, Jolh. 21. 43, 5 and chap, 
23. 14, 15- And now he hath moſt clearly 
and comfortably manifeſted his truth and 
faithfulneſs, in ſending his well-beloved Son 
into the World, that we might live through 
him; and in not (paring his own Son, but de- 
livering him up for us all, and in lifting him 
up again from the gates of Death. This 
he promiſed from the beginning of the World, 
long before the proper icaſon (for the actu- 
al accomplishment of it) came: But his pro- 
miſe did not fail for cvermore: But when 
the fulneſs of time was come, God ſent forth 
his Son, made of 4 woman, made under 
the Law, to redeem them that were un- 
der the LAW , Luke I. 69, 72. Gat. 4+ 5. 
Hence the Apoltle faith, of Davids Seed 
hath God, according to by promiſe, Ru- 


fed wnto Iſrael a Sieur, F ESU>S, And 


again he ſaith, We declare unte you glad Ty- 
dings, how that the Promiſe, whith was made 
auto the Fathers, God bath fulfilled the ſame un · 
to us their Children, in that be raiſed up Jeſus 
again, &c. All. 13 23, 32, 33. And there- 
fore, without all doubt he will faithfully do 
and perform whatſoever he hath promiſed. 
God 
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God is faithful, by whom ye were called to the 
Fellowſhip of bis Son Jeſus Chriſt ow Lord, 
ſaith St. Paul, 1 Cor. 1. 8, 9. All men bave 
not Faith: Too too many of them do falſify 
their Word, and fail in Performing their 
Promiſes and Engagements: But God 15s 
faithful, faith the Apoſtle, who will eftabliſh 
you, und keep you from evil, 1 Theſ. 5. 23,4. 
2 Theſ. 3.2, 3- 1 Cor. 10. 13, 14. and from 
the conſideration of the Fideluy of God, 
the Apoſtle thus exhorts the believing He- 
brews, ſaying, Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of our Faith without wavering For be is faith- 
ful that Promiſed. And let us conſider one an- 
ther, to provoks unto Love, and to good Works : 
not forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves toge- 
ther, &c, Heb.10.23,25. Thus when the Lord 
romiſed Abraham a Son in his old Age, 
1 aged Sarah, who was as good as dead; 
though ſhe did ſomewhat doubt, through 
her weakneſs and infirmity, of God's ability 
to perform this promiſe of his, as we noted 
before: yet ſhe was verily and firmly perſwa- 
ded of his Truth and Faithfulneſs, 28s Abr. 
ham was of the Greatneſs and Almightineſs 
of his Power : and therefore it is ſaid by 
the Apoſtle ; By faith Sarah ber ſelf received 
ſtrength to concerve ſeed, and was delivered 
of a child, when ſhe was palt the time of age; 
Becauſe ſhe judged him faithful who had ous 
fe 
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ſed, Heb. 11, 11. And itis the ſameliving, 
and ever-living God, and who is fedfaft for 
ever, (as, Dan. 6. 26.) who hath promiſed 
all uſeful and profitable things unto Godli- 
neſs; and unto them that do uprightly ap- 
ply and exerciſe themſelves thereto, for this 
preſent Tranſitory life and (tate: and who 
hath alſo promiſed an eternally, excellent, and 
bleſſed ſtate hereafter, unto them that Piouſ- 
ly and Purely walk before him, and ran 
with patience to the end of their Chriſtian 
race, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. And be it not 4 may 
that he ſhould ye ; nor the Son of man, that 
be ſhould repent : Harb be ſaid, and ſhall be net 
do it ? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall be net 
make it good ? Numb. 23. 19, 20. Hence 
the Apoſtle ſtyles himſelf, A ſervant of God, 
and an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt „In hope of 
eternal life, which God that cannot lye pro- 
miſed, before the world began : or rather, as 
it is alſo in the Greck, before the Secular, or 
Age) times, Tit.1-1,2. O then! Let us ſo be- 
lievingly and ſeriouſly conſider theſe three attri- 
butes of him, who liveth for ever and ever, 
Whoſe promiſe Godlineſs bath, both for this pre- 
ſent life that now is, and for that which is to 
come; that far more excellent and defirable 
one; namely, his AMercifulneſs, Almig ht inc ſi, & 
Faithſulneſs ; that abſtaining frem, ard denying 
all angodiineſy and worldly luſts, we may live 
foberly, 
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ſoberly, righteouſly, and Godly, in this preſent 
world : looking for the bleſſed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of rhe great God, and our 
Saviour Fejus Chriſt ; who gave bimſclf for us, 
that be might redeem ut from all miquuty, and 
purify unto bumſelf « peculiar people, zealous 4 
good works, And fo much as to that fir 
conſideration fore-propounded. 

2. Let us alſo carefully and diligently conſider 
the promiſe it ſelf, how it hath been ratified, 
eſtabliſhed, and confirmed; and ſo it will e- 
vidently appear to be 4 faithful ſaying, or 
word of promiſe, Rom. g. 9. And therefore 
it deſerves to be highly embraced, and hear- 
tily entertained by us all: ſo much the A- 
poſtle gives us to underſtand in what he 
doth immediately ſubjoyn hereto; to wit, 
This i a fauhbſul ſaying, and worthy of all 
Acceptation, And ſo he gives the very ſame 
high Commendation of it, which he had gi- 
ven before of the firſt branch of the myſtery 
of Godlineſs to wit, Tr 15 4 faithful ſay- 
my, and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt 
Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners, &c. 
1 Tim. 4. 8, 9. with chap. 1. 15. 2 Tim. 2. 
11. Tit. 3. 8. And this promiſe will cvi- 
dently and undoubtedly appear to be a true 
and faithful ſaymg ; and therefore highly 
worthy to be believed, and embraced with all 
cheatful and Honourable reſpect and accep- 
ration 
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tation, if we duly conſider and weigh the 
two following particulars : that is to ſay ; 

1, That this promiſe which Godlineſs hath, 
is- confirmed, and aſſured to vs, by the Oath 
of the unchangeable and faithful God; and 
therefore, without all peradventure, it ſhall 
be performed unto all, that unſeignedly and 
conſtantly exerciſe themſelves to Piety and 
Holineſs. Thus when the Lord declarcs the 
Heritage of his upright and obedient ſervants, 
by his Prophet; he then ſaith concerning 
that Covenant made with them; For this 
54 4s the waters of Noah ante me: for a1 I 
have ſworn, that the waters of Noah ſhall 
mere go over the earth; ſo have I ſworn, that, 
1 would net be wroth with thee, ner rebuke 
thee, For the Mountaine: ſhall depart, and the 
Hills be removed but my une . ball not 
depart from ther, neither ſhall the Covenant of 
wy peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath 
mercy on thee, Iſa. $4. 7, 9, 10, 17, And 
the Apoſtle alſo, ſpeaking of the Covey 
made with Abrabam, for himſelf, and for his 
ſpiritual ſeed, even all ſuch as are of his faith, 
and walk in the good ſteps thereof, aſſureth 
os, that it was confirmed by an Oath; that 
we might confidently believe the firmneſs of 
it z and hopefully walt for, and expect the 
performance of it; for faith he, When Geil 
mad vromiſe to Abraham. becauſe be could 
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ſmear by no greater, be ſware by himſelf : ſay- 
ing; Surely. in bleſſing 1 will bleſs the. 
for men verily ſwear by the greater, and an 
Oath of confirmation is to them an end of all 
gain-ſaying, Wherefore, God willing more abun» 
dantly to ſhew unte the Heirs of promiſe, the 
tb of bus Counſel, inter peſed by an 
Oath, That by two 1mmmtable things, in which 
it was impoſſible for God to he, we might 
have a ſtrong Conſolation, who bave fied for 
reſuge to lay bold on the hope ſet before ug, 
Heb. 6. 12, 13,917, 20. with Gen. 22. 16, 
18. As with reſpect to the New Covenant, 
and the promiſes thercin contained, we may 
ſay as & Pſalmiſt doth, The Lord bath 
"ſworn that he will perform it, and them, ac- 
cording to the Tenour thereof, ard will not 
repent, Pſal. 110. 4. and 132. 11. 

2. This New-Covenart allo, which is eſta- 
bliſhed upon better promiſes than the firſt 
was, Heb. 8. 6. is ratified and made fure by 
the moſt precious blood of Chriſt, as of a 
Lamb without blemiſh, and without ſpot. 
Indeed, the firſ# Tat was confirmed and 
Dedicated with blood; For Moſes took the 
blood of Calves, and of Goats, with water and 
Hyſep, and ſprinkled the book, ſaying, T #4 
is: the blood of the Teſtament, which God hath 
enjoyned wnro you, Exod. 24. 3, 8. with Heb, 
9. 18, 20. Eut this beter and ſar more 
exccllept 
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excellent Covenant and Promiſe, -which is 
entail'd on fincere Piety, is ratihed and eſta- 
bliſhed by the blood of the Son of God, 
who is the Mcdiatour of it. Thus when our 
Lord Jeſus inſtituted his Supper, in the night 
in which he was betrayed; He rock, the Cup, 
and gave it unte bis Diſciples, ſaying, Drink. 
ye all of ut: for this 1s my Blood of the 
New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many, for 
the Remiſſion of Sins, Matth. 26, 27, 28. This 
Teſtament of exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes, is confirmed by the Blood of him- 

ſelf, who is the Teftator : For where a Teſta- 
ment it, there muſt alſo of neceſſity be brought 
in the Death of the Teſtater. For a Teſta- 
ment 1s of force after men are dead: other- 
wiſe it i of no ſtrength at all, while the Teſta» 
ter brverh, Heb. 9. 16, 17. 

Hence this Covenant is called, The New 
Teſtament in bis Blood, Luke 22. 20: 1 Cor. 
11. 25, And his Blood is ſaid to be, 'The 
Blood of the New Teſtament, or Covenant, 
Mark. 14. 24. Heb. 10. 29. and the Blood of 
the everlaſiing Covenant, Heb. 13. 20. And 
our Lord Jeſus, who hath obtained, ſealed, 
and ratified this New Teſtament with bis 
own Death, is raiſcd again from the Dead, 
and is now Alive, es for evermore; 
and is the Mediator is New Covenant, 
to ſce to the faithful Exccution and Petfor- 
M. 2 mance 
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mance of his own laſt Will and Teſtament: 
As the Apoltle ſaith z And for this cauſe be 
is the Mediator of the New Teſtament : That 
by means of Death, for the Redemption of the 
Tranſgreſſions that were under the Firſt Teſt a« 
mint, I bry which are called (to wit, called 
according to purpoſe, fo as they unſcignedly 
obey the call) might receive the Promiſe of 
the eternal [nberits ance, Heb. 9. 14, I 0, 50 
that the Promuſe being thus Confirmed, by 
the Vath of the ever-living, and eternally 
unchangeable God; and by the Flood of the 
crernal "and Immutable Son of God, (Heb. 
13-7, 8.) appears, hereby to be a faithful 
and true ſaying; and therefore, as we have 
ſud, is worthy of all hearty and honourable 
Acceptation and Entertainment from vs 
all 

To conclude all then in a few words, Let 
vs all ſo cateſully and ſeriouſly minde and con- 
ſider, the General Gatrfu'ncſs of fincere Pie- 
ry and Goodneſs, both in this preſent State, 
which we are now in, and in that future 
and eternal State, which we muſt here- 
after entet upon; "which is fo] ly and abun- 
dantly evidenced in this, that it bath the 
Promiſe of the life that now 11, and of that 
WI? 15 te Comer: that the Author and 
Maker of this Pro the li tung God, the 
lacorruptible God, the moſt: Merciful, moſt 
Power- 
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Promiſe is aſcertained and confirmed by his 
moſt ſolemn Oath, to ſhew unto the Heirs 
of his Promiſe, the Immurtabiligy of his Coun- 
ſeh and that it is alſo Ratified and Eſtabliſhed 
by the Precious Blood of Feſws Chrift, who 
is the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever, 
Heb. 13. 7,8. And who ever liuveth to Tee to 
the performance of his Covenant and Pro- 
miſe, Heb. 1. 10, 12. that we may reſolved- 
ly and-conſtantly deny Impiety, and all fin- 
ful and worldly luſts and affections, by the 
aid and aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Grace; left 
we come ſhort of enjoying the Benefit and 
advantage, of this excellent and moſt benefi- 
cial promiſe, as, Heb. 4.1. And let us up- 
rightly and perſeveringly follow after, and 
exerciſe our ſelves (not to the Form only, 
or mainly, but) to the Power and Practice of 
real Godlineſs; that ſo we may have an In- 
tereſt in, and gn enjoyment of, The Gain and 
Advantage of Godlineſs, both now in this 
preſent Day, and to the Day of Eternity. 
O let us not, by obſerving lying Vanities, 
which cannot ſave ns from evil, nor ſatisfy 
us with good, forfake our own Mercies. God 
hath Infeparably joyned together our Dey, 
and our Jnrereſt; that we cannot Poſſibly 
have the Latrer, unleſs we ſincerely perform 
the Former: nor con we heartily exerciſe 
M 3; our 
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our felves to the Former; but we ſhall, 
without all doubt, be made Partakers of the 
Latter. What God therefore hath ſo joy- 
ned together, Jet no man fondly imagine, 
or fooliſhly endeavour to put aſunder, 

by annexing and aſſuring this general, and 
moſt valuable advantage to Godlineſs; God 
doth Intimate our backwardneſs, to exerciſe 
our ſelves thereto, and our averſcneſs there- 
from: 50 in that he propoſes and promiſes 
ſuch a Reward to Piety, He doth plainly 
give us to underſtand, that it is his gracious 
Mind and Will, that we ſhould be Good and 
Pious, that we may be truly Bleſſed and Hap- 
py. We muſt indeed rake Chriſts Tock upon 
us, and unſeignedly undertake his ſervice, if 
we will meet with, and find Refreſhing to 
eur Souls: But that we may heartily and 
willingly ſo do, He doth affure us, that it is 
an caſie, that it is a gainful one: and fo 
draws us, to take the Toke upon us, with 
the Bands and Cords of Profit and Advan- 
tage, both Earthly and Heavenly : And thus 
he did allure his people, in former times, 
to the well. pleaſing ſervice of him, by aſ- 
ſuring them, that it would conduce unto their 
own Advantage and Intereſt. And now, ſaith 
he by Moſes, What doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 


to walk in all bis wayes, and to love bim; and 
fo 
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to ſerve the Lord thy Gad, with all thine beart, 
and with all thy ſoul : to keep the Commandments 
of the Loyd, and his Statutes, which I command 
thee this day jor thy Good ? But for what Good 
ſhould they do this? ſurely, for their preſent, 
and for their future good; for their earthiy, and 
for their heavenly advantage. And ſo much 
may be ſignified in what immediately follows, 
with a note of aticntion perhxed thereto : 
namely, Behold the Heaven, and the Heaven 
of Heavens us the Lords thy God, the Earth 
alſo, with all that therein is, Deut. 10. 12, 
13» 14. O then! Let us Exerciſe our ſelves 
unto Godlineſi---- For - Godlineſs it profitable 
unto all things, baving promiſe of the Life 
that now is, and of that which is to come. 
This 11 a Faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 


Acceptation, 
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The Door of Salvation opened by the Key of 
Regencration, By George Swinnock. M. A. 
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a new Method, by Sylvanus Morgan. 
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A ſeaſonable Apology for Religion, by Aa- 
thew Pool. | 
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The Creatures goodneſs as they came out of 
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- Preſent State of New England. 

Dr. Ci, of Providence. 
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Meaning of the Revclation, by John Hater. 
The Mornimg-LeQure againſt Popery, or 
the principal errors of the Church of - Rome de- 
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Four uſeful diſcourſes : (1) The art of impro- 
ving a full and proſperous condition for the glory 
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ard Stedman, M. A. 
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Heaven taken by Storm. by Tho. Watſon. 
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Reading and Spelling made caſie; both by 
The. Lye. 

eEſops Fables, with morals thereupon in 
Engl ith Verſe. 

Fe Young-inans Inſtructor, and the Old- 
maris remembrancer ; being an Explanation of 
the Aſſemblies Catechiſm. 

Captives bound in Chains, made free by Chriſt 
their Surety ; both by Tho. Doolittle. 

Eighteen Sermons preached upon ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture, by Will;am Whitaker. 

The Saints care for Church Communion ;, de- 
dared in ſundry Sermons, preached at St James 
Diuker-place, by Zech. Crofton. 

The life and death of Edmund Stanton D. D. 
To which is added a Treatiſe of Chriſtian-con- 
ference ; and a Dialogue between a Miniſter 
and a Stranger. 

Sin the Plague of plagues, or ſinful ſin th 
worſt of Evils; by Ralph Verming. M. A. 

. Caſescf Conſcience practically reſolve; by 
oF. Norman. 1 


Books fold by Tho ParkharR, | 

The faithfulnefs of God confidered and cledr- 
ed in the great Events of his Word ; or a fecond ' 
part of the fulfilling of the Scripture. 

The immortality of the Soul explained and 
proved by Scripture and Reaſon; to which is 
added Faiths-triumph over the fears of death; 
by Tho. Wadſworth. 

A Treatiſe of the incomparableneſs of God, 
in his Being, Attributes, Works, and Word; 
by George Swinnock, M. A. 

A diſcourſe of the original, &c. of the Goſs 
faths. 

The generation of Seekers ; or the right 
manner of the Saints addreſſes to the throne of 
Grace, withan Expoſition on the Lords-Prayer. 

The adminiſtration of Cardinal Aimee. 

An Eſſay to facilitate the Education of Youth, 
by bringing down the rudiments of Grammar to 
the ſenſe of ſeeing. which ought to be improved 
by Syncriſit; by Mr. Lewis of T otenham. No 

An Artificial Veſtibulum ; wherein the ſenſe 
of Janna Linguarum is contained, compiled in- 
to plain and ſhort ſentences in Engliſh , for the 
great eaſe of Maſters, and Expeditious progreſs 
of Scholars, by M. Lewis. 

Speculum Sherlochianum, or a Looking giats , 
in which the admirers of Mr. Sherioch , may 
behold the man, as to his Acuracy, judgment, 
Orthodoxy. 

A diſcourſe of Sins of Omiſhon herein is 
diſcovered their Nature, Cauſes, and Cure 
dy George Si ö His 


Books fold by Tho Parkhurſt, 
His Majeſties Propriety in the Britiſh Seas vin- 
dicated 


1 Quakeriſm no Chriſtianity ; or a throvgh- 
Quaker no Chriſtian, proved by their Princi- 
ples, and confirmed by Scripture ; by J. Falds. 

Differences about Water-baptiſm no bar to 
Commumon; by Jo. Bunian 

The Durch-diſpenſatory ; ſhewing the vir- 
tues, qualities and properties of Simples; the 
vertue and uſe of Compounds ; whereto is ad- 
ded the Compleat Herbaliſt. 

Judg Dodaridge s laws of Nobility and Peer- 


Dinelys Spiritual Feaſt. h 
Solitude improved by Divine Meditation; by 

Math. Ranew. 

A Murderer puniſhed and pardoned, or Tho. 
Savage his life and death; with his Funeral ſer- 
mon. 

Hurſt Revival Grace. 

Bxryes Husbandmans Companion, 
help to holy walking ; 

Hanmers view of Antiquity, 
Nomendaturas. 

Waſes Grammar, 

Vincent of Conſcience. 

Geuges Principles of Chriſtian Religion. 
Chriſtian Direction. 

Word to Saints and Sinners. 
———- Young mans guide. 


oe — Chriſtan Houſholder. 


Perret 


Books fold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 


Perrots Englands duty. 

The Nonconformiſts vindicated. 

Wuadſworths remains. 

Shepherdy Spiritualized. 

Calamys Art of divine Meditation. 

F a/dos Quakeriſm no Chriſtianity, 
- - vindication of 21 Divines. 


Small 8vo. 


A defence againſt the fear of death; by Zach. 
Crofton. 

Gods Soveraignty diſplayed , by William 
Gearing. 

The Godly mans Ark, or a City of Refuge 
in the day of his diſtreſs, in five Sermons ; with 
Mrs. Moors evidences for Heaven : by Edmund 
Calamy. . 

The Almoſt-Chriſtian diſcovered, or the 
falſc-Profeſſor tried and caſt, by A. Mead. 

The true bounds of Chriſtian-freedom : or a 
diſcourſe ſhewing the extent and reſtrafnts of 
Chriſtian-liberty, by S. Bolton, D. DO. 

The ſinfulneſs of Sin and fulneſs of Chriſt, in 
two Sermons; by Will, Bridę. | 

A Plea for the godly, or the Righteous mans 
Excellency. 

The holy Euchariſt, or the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper , 
A Treatiſe of ſelf-denial. All three by The. 
uon. 4 


The life and death of T ho, Wilſon of Maidſfowe.,| 


Books fold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 


The Life and Death of Dr. Samuel VV inter. 

A Covert from the Storm, or the fearful en- 
couraged in the day of Trouble 

Worthy-walking preſs'd upon all that have 
heard the Call of the Goſpel. 

The Spirit of Prayer. All three by Nath. 
Vincent. 

The inſeparable union between Chriſt and a 
Believer, by Tho. Peck. 

A diſcourſe of Excuſes, ſetting forth the va- 
— and vanity of them, the fin and miſery 
ought in by Hat by Jobn Sheffield. 

1 reality, demonſtrated in the holy liſe 
and triumphant death of Mr. J. Jancway. 

The Saints encouragement to diligence in 
Chriſts ſervice : both by Mr. James Janeway. 

A diſcourſe concerning the Education of Chil- 
dren. 

Comvivinm Calefte ; a plain and familiar diſ- 
courſe concerning the Lords Supper; both by K. 
Kidder, 

The Saints perſeverance aſſerted in its Poſi- 
my round againſt Mr. Ives, by Tbo. Danſon. 

A Wedding-ring fit for the Finger; by Vill. 
Secher. 

An Explanation of the ſhorter-Catcchiſm of 

the Aſſembly of Divines ; by Tho. Lye. 
I! be life and death of Tho. Hall. 

A lea for the Non-Conformiſts, tending to 
vindicate them from Schiſm, by a Dodor in Di 
vanity. 


The 


Books fold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 

The flat oppoſition of Popery to Scripture z 
by J. N. Chaplain toa Perſon of Honour. 

The Weavers Pocket book, or Weaving 
ſpiritualiz'd by 7. C. D. D. 

Two diſputations of Original fin ; by Richard 
Baxter. 

The Hiſtory of Moderation. 

The welcome Communicant. 

The little-peace-maker diſcovering fooliſh 
Pride, the Make-bate, 

Philadelphia; or a Treatiſe of Brotherly 
love; by Mr. Gearing, 

Reformation or Ruine, being certain Ser- 
mons on Levit. 26. 23, 23. by Tho. Hetchkzs. 

TheRichesof Grace diſplayed ; to which is 
added the priviledge of Paſſive obedience; and 
52 propoſals in order to help on Heart-hamili- 
ation; by Vill. Bagſhaw. 

The parable of the great Supper opened in 
17 Sermons, by John Crump. 

A preſent for Teeming-women, by J. Oliuer. 

Non-conformity without Controverſie; by 
Benj. Baxter. | 

A Treatiſe of Clofet-Prayer;by Richard Mayo. 

The Religious Family ; by Philip Lamb. 

A diſcourſe of the prodigious Abſtinence of 
Martha T aylor. 

Index b Mlicws multi-jugns,or a Table of the ho- 
ly Scripture ; wherein cach of its Books, Chap- 
ters and particular matters are diſtinguiſhed and 
Epitomized. 


L HE 


Books fold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 


The day of Grace, with the Converſion of a 
Sinner; by Nathanael Vincent. 

An eaſie and uſeful Grammer for the learning 
of the Freuch Tongue, by Mr. Goſthead, Gen- 
tleman. 

The Miners Monitor, or advice to thoſe that 
are employed about the Mines. 

* A Proteſtaut Catcchiſm for litte Children. 

A Scripture Catechiſm, by Sammel Petto. 

A Catechiſm according to the Church of Eng- 
land. 

Nero Trag idea. 

Corneliaiium dolium. 

Wilſons Catechiſm, 

E lenchuus mot uum nuperorum im Anglia. 

Cackaines Poems. 

Croftons Falix Scelus ; or proſpering-pro- 
faneneſs provoking holy conference, by Zach. 
Crofton. 

Gramaticus Analyticus, by the ſame Author. 

Alexanders advice to his Son. 

H. Exccllency of Chriſt ſet forth, 

Phelps Caveat againſt Drunkenneſs, 
— Lamentation for the loſs of a good man, 
Antidote againſt deſperation. 

Bury againſt Drunkenneſs. 

Wadſworths laſt warning to Sinners. 

Dr. Wilkinſons Counſels and Comforts to af- 
flicted Conſciences. 

Cappelloand Bianco, a Romauce. 

Cay: Ghmpſcof Eternity. 


period 


Books fold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 

Period of humane Life. 

Defence of Period of humane Life,both 1 writ- 
ten by the Author of the whole Duty of man, &c. 

An Anſwer to the period of humane Life. 

Survey Quakeriſm. | 

Tho. — Explication of the Aſſemblies 

Catechiſm. 
Vincent on Prayer. 
—_ On Converſion and day of Grace. 
Covert from ſtorm. 

— Worthy Walking, 

Parſons Letter to Ven. 

Adams Catechiſm. 

Lambs New Years Gift. 

Perks way to mend the World, 

Burys Antidote againſt the fear of Death. 

Mr. Corbets Kingdom, God among men, with 
a Tract of Schiſm, 

Self-imployment in Secret, by Jobn Gorbet, 

Solomons Proverbs. 

Traughtons Popery, the — Apoſtacy. 

Heywoods Chriſt diſplaye 

Biſhop Reignold:s HMedit ations. 

Mr. 1 award Weſts Legacy. 

Gerhard on Death. . 

Whole Duty of Youth. 

Welcome Communicant. 

Ames Marrow Diuinity. 

T ho. Vincent againſt the Quakers, being the 
fandy Foundation ſhaken. 

A warning to young men, or Brinkhurſts 
Narrative. Mr. 


Na, ſold by Tho. Parkhurſt, 
Mr. X;dder: help to ſmalleſt Children in their 
unde rſtanding of the Church-Catechiſm. 
3 Thomas Vancents Himns. 
Bartlet on the Sacramert. 
Greens needful preparatory to the” Lords 


Dr. Collings of ordinary matter of Prayer. 
Wilſons Childs T rade. 

Sc andrets Catechiſm. 

Sheffiields Catechiſm. 

Much ina little, or an abſtract of Mr. Ber 
ters plain Scripture-proof \for Infants Baptiſm. 

Some brief Directions for the improvement 
of Infants Eaptiſin. 


Books T welves. 


” 1. Dvexellius Repoſitory. 
Mead, Spiritual Wiſdom. 
*» Nathanacl Vincent little Childs Catechiſm, 
The duty of Parents towards their Children. 
_ Alntle bodkfor little Children. 
A method and inſtruction for the Art of divine 
editation. All three by T. bite. 
The conſiderations of Drexeliat on Eternity. 
The ſhadow of the Tree of Life, by 24. Al. 
The Pſalms of David newly. tranſlated : more 
plain, ſmooth and agrecable to the Text than 
any heretofore 


Mr. Henry Lins Life of Faith. 
13h F IX Ts. 
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